2007 fixtures
The 2007 fixtures are out, and there are some changes. It was not easy to accommodate the members’ wishes for both fewer games and some new fixtures, but here goes. Note the Fairfield RG venues have yet to be confirmed.

We agreed no April games and there are none, though completists may be interested in West XI v. a new side, Brendan Carlin’s Cincinnati, on 29 April. The Gents start with some humdingers. Pak is the first game, followed by a visit to the swish Sloane Club, a fixture brokered by Tony Buck and ex-FC Chad stalwart Yoss Donovan. Gunnersbury Park away for West XI game one follows before renewing hostilities with that most gracious of oppo (when they weren’t poleaxing Mr. Carroll with bouncers) Hale, down in deepest Surrey. A Bank Holiday game, comedy rail engineering works and M3 roadworks, you couldn’t make it up.

Note the run of home games from 7 July to 5 August, by which date Mr. Gilkes should have negotiated a storage deal for the kit in the Albion PH.

Some old favourites are missing. That is the way of these things. We could have filled the fixture list twice over, such is the (web-site driven?) demand to play us. In the end it was first come, first served.

	Date
	Gents
	Venue
	West XI
	Venue

	Sat 28 April
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 29 April
	-
	-
	Cincinnati
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 5 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 6 May
	Pak (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 12 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 13 May
	Sloane Club
	Chelsea
	Thames Water
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 19 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 20 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Gunnersbury Park
	Gents (BAMC)
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 26 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 27 May
	Hale
	Away 1.30pm
	Acme
	Away

	Sat 2 June
	-
	
	Menorca
	Away

	Sun 3 June
	London Saints
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Menorca
	Away 

	Sat 9 June
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Berrylands
	-
	-

	Sun 10 June
	-
	-
	Walthamstow Horizontals
	Away

	Sat 16 June
	-
	-
	Saracens Riff
	Away

	Sun 17 June
	Pak (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sat 23 June
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 24 June
	London Rams
	Away
	Lord Nelson Cup
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 30 June
	-
	-
	TBA
	Somerset

	Sun 1 July
	Brondesbury Casuals
	Brondesbury CC
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Away

	Sat 7 July
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sun 8 July
	-
	-
	Sunderland SC
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 14 July
	-
	
	-
	-

	Sun 15 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Gents (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC

	Sat 21 July
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 22 July
	Jay Bharat
	Fairfield RG
	Captain’s Select
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 28 July
	-
	
	-
	-

	Sun 29 July
	12AM
	Fairfield RG
	London Saints
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 4 Aug
	London Owls
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 5 August)
	Away

	Sun 5 Aug
	Enterprise
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 4 August)
	Away

	Sat 11 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 12 Aug
	London Saints
	Away (venue TBC)
	Acme
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 18 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 19 Aug
	-
	-
	All India
	Home

	Sat 25 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 26 Aug
	Wombles
	Old Tenisonians CC
	-
	-

	Sat 1 Sept
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 2 Sept
	Jay Bharat
	Rickmansworth CC
	Captain’s Select
	Away

	Sat 8 Sept
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 9 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 15 Sept
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 16 Sept
	Salix
	GSK Greenford
	Whalers
	Away


Minutes of the 2006 GWLCC AGM

Held at the Waggon and Horses PH,

Surbiton, Surrey

Saturday, 2 December 2006

1 Those present (19)

1.1 Committee Tony Buck (Vice-Captain), Andrew Burman (Secretary), Richard Gilkes (Chairman), Patricia Langley (Treasurer) and Sanjay Patel (Captain).

1.2 Members and prospective members Rob Babar, Sean Carroll, Peter Denton, Sachin Desai, Christy Naish, Dhruv Patel, Hemin Patel, Mark Sciberras, Stuart Snelling, Ken Toft and Jim Wright. 

1.3 Guests Dave Bender, Dave Laing and Paul Naish.

2 Apologies for Absence

These were received from Steve Bignell, Phil Hill, Nabil Husain, Ian Richmond, Paul Turpin and Lloyd Wahed.

3 Minutes of the 2005 AGM

These were issued in December 2005 and were agreed as an accurate record. 

4 Treasurer's Report on the 2006 season

No written report was provided. There were some concerns over items of expenditure such as car hire, which had not been pre-authorised. The treasurer was requested to supply more detail. 

5 Secretary’s Report on the 2006 season

A season that was in danger of fizzling out in August ended as it began with a starburst of wins and may therefore be judged ultimately successful, with 13 games won and only eight lost, seven of those coming in nine games mid-season. It was the most prolific batting season in The Gents’ history, the totals of runs both for (3,383) and against (2,943) being records, as was the total of catches taken (73). There were three new record stands and an unprecedented number of six 200-plus totals for (including a club best 290) and two, plus a 199 on tour, against. Village XI’s Roland Heyman and Nabil Husain scored hundreds. Husain (twice), Hemin Patel and three opponents returned four wicket hauls. Though it had its frustrations, 2006 was a pleasant season of promising new players, run gluts and silverware (42-11 Cup, PALs League and the inaugural Old Tenisonians Twenty20), though The Gents had to make do with a 1-1 in the Bob Ashton Memorial Cup, each side gaining a convincing away win after the first game had been cancelled due to rain.

Disappointing aspects of 2006 were the resignations of Justin Norcott and Mark Sciberras, poor timekeeping at the more northerly games and the lack of support for the prestigious Bedouins match on one of the most beautiful and historic grounds in England, which ended a period in which mass absences drove the club’s organisers frantic. This nine-game slump from 17 June to 6 August saw hot weather, resignations, illness, holidays and strong opposition conjoin to deadly effect. Since Black Sunday in May 1992, Gent fans have clung to the hammering inflicted that day by West XI as proof that things could be worse, but those who made the journey to Hampton to watch or play in the Village XI game now have a new badge of honour.
Nobody was irresponsible regarding availability. It was just that there was not much of it in those high summer weeks! Everyone was solicitous, Lloyd Wahed even introducing Alex Young to replace him, yet there were six guests against Jay Bharat and three, none of whom stand-in captain Richard Gilkes had met before, against Brondesbury Casuals. Nabil Husain significantly missed all seven defeats in the dog days, while Messrs. Wright, Snelling and Dhruv Patel made only nine combined appearances. Lack of continuity is a fact of cricket life but it is to be hoped that in 2007 more members will be available midsummer, traditionally when the fixtures are toughest. With a modicum of planning it ought to be so. If not, perhaps electronic tagging should be introduced to stop players wandering off. Let it here be noted that the effort put in by Richard Gilkes to honour the Jay Bharat fixture, even persuading his bookmaker and brother to play, was exemplary. The guests were too numerous to mention but thanks are due to them and those who procured their services. In all, 47 men played.

The positives were plenty. Keen, talented and above all friendly new players in Lloyd Wahed, Sean Carroll, Rob Babar and, later, Alex Young and Darpan Patel gave The Gents a fresh look and it is to be hoped that they will stay with us to complement the old guard for years to come. Their introductions were well managed by Sanjay Patel, an increasingly subtle leader who had to ensure that everyone was involved. He often batted sacrificially low himself to ensure this. There was a rugged, vibrant atmosphere in the team, fine away wins at St. Anne’s, Hale, New Barbarian Weasels, London Saints and West XI, the long-overdue demolition of Urban Associates at Kingston and the sheer luxury of the facilities at Old Tenisonians.

Nabil Husain dominated the batting with four fifties on top of his hundred in an aggregate of 461 in only 11 innings. Jim Wright (twice), Mark Sciberras, Sanjay Patel and Richard Gilkes scored the other Gent fifties. Sanjay contributed 364 runs, 19 wickets, 10 catches and a stumping: Jim Wright 268 runs and 8 wickets in only 8 games, ending just 2 runs shy of Richard Gilkes in the batting. Dhruv Patel, Hemin Patel and Lloyd Wahed ended around the respectable 150 mark and had solid all-round seasons. Nabil also jointly headed the bowling on 20 wickets with Hemin Patel, though at a tidier economy rate, typical of what was more of a seamer’s year. Nabil’s low economy rate (3.4), so vital in limited over games, was bettered by Stuart Snelling (whose bag of wickets did not reflect his excellent, sometimes fearsome spells) and nearly matched by Rob Babar, Sanjay Patel and Jim Wright. The slow men, Tony Buck (18 wickets), Hemin (20), Dhruv (12) and Ketan Patel (7) had some good spells but still averaged four or five an over, copping flak against the likes of Village XI and Brondesbury, when the strike bowlers were absent. There was nowhere to hide if you bowled a long-hop or half-volley on one of the princely 2006 strips. The wicket would not bail you out. In this context, the fielding had to be applauded. It never went to pieces and Sanjay Patel and Paul Turpin enjoyed their spectacular returns of catches.

Yet of more moment than the statistical contributions were the loyalty and commitment shown by Messrs. Buck, Hemin and Sanjay Patel, who missed only seven games between them. The regular latter availability of Messrs. Gilkes and Denton was also greatly appreciated. A special mention must also be made of Ken Toft, a true Gent, who although injured for much of the season came along to support, score, umpire and introduce guests. May everyone winter well.

6 Captain’s Report on the 2006 season

Gents, first of all I would like to thank you all for your efforts this season, a season when we never failed to get a team out and continued the tradition of The Gents’ values of playing the game hard but fair. Andy once again organised teams/magazines/travel arrangements/clothing for HP/hospital trips, etc. His hard work and dedication is why the club continues to survive and prosper, the best news The Gents could get was that he will continue in his role as club guru. Long may he continue in this role, and I am sure a call from the palace for him to collect his knighthood is not far around the corner.

A record 3,383 runs scored was due to contributions from all, with Nabil once again providing the main fireworks with the bat. He may not be the most technically gifted player but he sure knows how to whack a ball and we only hope we will see him again. Jimmy, Richard, Dhruv and Lloyd also put in some quality stints at the crease and with promising knocks from Sean and Hemin, our batting looks safe for the near future. Of course I am not forgetting the efforts from Mr. Extras, who was the backbone of some of our record scores; if he decides to play next season he will definitely be the first on my team list.

The Snarler/Nabil combo proved once again to be as devastating as ever. When both of them are spearheading the attack, The Gents are a formidable side. Often their spells were unplayable and ferocious. Their economy rates were excellent, their wickets totals never a true reflection of their efforts, as nobody can take a slip catch off them. This year’s seam attack has been freshened up by the inclusion of Rob, Lloyd and Sean, all very capable bowlers. Rob was unquestionably the pick of the bunch, bowling with great accuracy and swinging the ball both ways, his bowling against Hale was on a par with West XI’s Chris Dane.

Of course not to forget Hemin, this year has definitely been the year for unearthing spin bowlers, England have Monty, we have H Bomb. He still has a long way to go to get near spin guru Dhruv, but his turnaround from basically being a crap bowler who had no control or clue what he was doing with the ball, into someone who was first change bowler and the person most likely to take a wicket, was nothing short of a miracle. His hard work and determination is an example to us all, his last five bowling displays were match-winning efforts, an outstanding performance. Jimmy and Bucky contributed with some crucial wickets and excellent support bowling and always were willing to sacrifice their overs so that someone else could have a bowl. Hats off to you guys.

HP, Paul T and Sean shared the ’keeping duties. The club has never been so blessed to have three ’keepers of such high quality. HP's improvement behind the stumps was amazing. I will discuss at the AGM the reasons for this. Paul Turpin not only proved to be a very capable ’keeper but also a match-winner whilst fielding in the outfield. His catching against West XI at Berkhamsted was simply outstanding, and one of the biggest reasons why we beat them by such a margin.

I would also like to thank Ken Toft for his support during a injury-plagued season, hopefully 2007 will be a more fruitful season for him.

I will discuss individual performances in a bit more depth at the AGM. I will not be doing the usual match by match report, as this takes way too long and is way too boring. 2006 has been a season of more ups than downs, some excellent team and individual performances. I hope to see everyone there.

7 Proposals for full membership
Rob Babar, Sean Carroll, Sachin Desai, Darpan Patel, Lloyd Wahed and Alex Young were proposed, seconded and elected nem. con. Two gentlemen spending the evening in the saloon bar, Mr. Howlett and Mr. Kelly, also expressed an interest in joining and the secretary promised to invite them to nets. 

8 Proposal for associate or student membership
None was received.

9 Questions to the committee
The question of engraving of the trophies was raised. Jim Wright undertook to implement this, to include the names of all previous winners so that the history was not lost.

10 The 2007 season
10.1 Home venue

The Gents will play their home games at Fairfield RG, Kingston and Old Tenisonians. Victoria RG will no longer be used as it is unfit. 

10.2 Subscriptions and match fees

The annual membership fee and match fee will be unchanged at £40 and £5 respectively. The membership fee should be paid by 31 January 2007.

10.3 Opponents

The number of games will be reduced with no April fixtures and some midseason gaps to 17/18. Despite this it was desired to add Thames Water, Sloane Club and Old Tenisonians to the card.

10.4 Kit

Sanjay Patel will manage the kit but will delegate where necssary. It may be possible to leave some kit at the Albion PH abutting the prospective home venue, Fairfield RG.

10.5 Nets

These will take place at Teddington SC as in previous years.

10.6 Website

Ken Toft will take this over from Mark Sciberras over the winter. The costs are at present approximately £30 per annum for hosting and £30 every two years for the use of the domain name gowlcc.org. Mark indicated that the website had had 16,900 payloads and 4,605 visitors in 2006 including 1,142 first time visitors. A vote of thanks was passed to him for his superb efforts.

11 Any other business

11.1 Sanjay Patel asked Mark Sciberras to expand on the reasons why he had left the club. Mark explained that his new job and new house left him with little time at weekends. He felt the club was in good health, though it had changed in some respects, and hoped that his exit would not therefore cause a problem.

11.2 The Captain and Chairman decided that the club would fund the evening’s expenditure.

12 Election of Committee

The following Officers were re-elected nem. con. Chairman Richard Gilkes, Vice-Captain Tony Buck, Secretary Andrew Burman and Treasurer Patricia Langley. After a ballot for Vice-Captain between Peter Denton and Hemin Patel, Peter Denton was elected. 

13 The 2006 awards

The 2006 awards were voted for as follows:

All Rounder Nabil Husain

Batsman Nabil Husain

Bowler Hemin Patel

Fielder Paul Turpin

Most Improved Hemin Patel

Special Award Andrew Burman

14 Close of meeting

The meeting closed at 10.30pm.

15 Financial statement

	GWLCC Income and Expenditure Statement 2005/6

	Income (£)
	
	Expenditure (£)
	

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	500.00
	Pitches
	-775.00

	Match fees
	852.00
	Old Tenisonians -394.00
	

	Sublets of pitches
	325.00
	LB Kingston -381.00
	

	12 Angry Men 43.00
	
	Share of pitches and teas
	-182.00

	London Rams 43.00
	
	Teas
	-558.79

	Wantage 20.00
	
	Nets
	-153.60

	Old Tenisonians 95.00
	
	Playing kit/First Aid
	-163.91

	London Owls 35.00
	
	Transport
	-221.65

	Enterprise 30.00
	
	Taxis -35.00 
	

	Wombles 30.00
	
	Twenty20 -115.33
	

	Urban Associates 29.00
	
	Berkhamsted -71.32
	

	Teas
	356.00
	Tour
	-476.15

	Nets
	109.60
	Hotel -336.00
	

	Donations
	150.00
	Meals -140.15
	

	
	
	Postage
	-3.80

	
	
	Website
	-30.00

	
	
	Telephone calls
	-13.00

	
	
	
	

	Total
	2,292.60
	Total
	-2,577.90


	GWLCC Working Capital November 2006

	Income (£)
	2,292.60
	Expenditure (£)
	(2,577.90)

	
	
	
	

	Profit/(loss)
	
	
	(285.30)


Notes

1. The report and accounts were prepared by Patricia Langley B.A. (Hons), AICM (Cert).

2. Cash at 22 November £446.50.










