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Our D.I.V.O.R.C.E. becomes final today

Maltese Falcon follows Justin through the swing door
July was a grim month for The Gents, with the side beset by injury, an oppo cancellation (though a suitable reserve fixture was got), late player withdrawals, Justin Norcott’s resignation and four defeats in five. It now falls to us to pay tribute to Mark Sciberras, a likeable, intelligent man but now sadly an ex-Gent. The 2006 bodycount is proving higher than a vintage Clint Eastwood movie. Although some, blessed with second sight, claim to have seen his departure coming, citing the recent message board rant and patchy availability, we were surprised to receive the following e-mail from him in the week before the West XI game:

After lots of soul searching, I’ve decided that I no longer want to play cricket for The Gents. I’ve enjoyed the past five and a half seasons immensely, have met some great people through the club, and take away countless memories that will make me smile whenever I look back. 
 
There are numerous reasons for my decision to leave. Some are related to the club directly, which I don’t want to go into as they form only a small part of the decision. The important thing from my point of view is that I haven’t enjoyed playing lately. I have a stressful job which grinds me down, and a house which demands just as much attention. My free time, when I get any, is precious, and I need time out to relax and recharge. There was a time cricket helped me to do that, but recently I’ve just found it frustrating.
 
I’d like to think that I’ve done as much as I possibly could in moving the club forward, and I leave with no hard feelings towards anybody. I’ll continue to maintain the website for the rest of the season (hopefully getting the reports up a bit quicker) but will have to hand it over to any willing takers after that. Providing that my invite isn’t rescinded, I’ll do all I can to make the AGM to have a proper drink with everybody and to hand back the bowler trophy.
 
Good luck for the rest of the season.
Before Mark, a graduate from Manchester University in geography (see Note), got his career sorted, he worked as a temp in the marketing department alongside Dhruv Patel at that fertile Gent spawning pond Bull Information Systems (whence also came Jim Wright and sundry guests), Mark made his debut on day one of the memorably good 2000 season and played 106 games in all. He held the Vice Captaincy in 2003 and ran for Captain at the 2005 A.G.M. He made the Fielder of the Year trophy his own between 2000 and 2003 and won Bowler of the Year in 2005 with 18 wickets. He took some high-quality wickets and some stunning catches, of which those off Taipari and Bignell in the successful Bob Ashton Memorial Cup campaigns of 2000 and 2002 are remembered most fondly. Mark Ashton and Stuart Snelling rated the latter, a matchwinner, as the best they had ever seen. He launched the web-site to universal acclaim in 2005 and spent many hours updating it. Moving forward, a volunteer is badly needed to update it from the end of the season, as an out of date one will detract from the club’s reputation.

He was delighted with his first fifty back in May against 12 Angry Men, the culmination of the Elizabethan period of his Gents’ career, incorporating 44 against St. Anne’s, followed by a well-written match report and the visit to Hale where he expertly guided a convoy of cars to the ground. He certainly seemed to love his cricket then. Then, a few days before the club’s most important game of the season, he resigned. A passionate and at times headstrong man, timing was never perhaps his long suit.

Those are the bald facts of a successful career of a man described as a rebel without a cause, but there is much left unsaid. If he had problems relating to the club, what were they and why did he not mention them to the captain or other confidant? He must have known that alluding to them so indirectly would cause speculation at a difficult time for the club. There is truly much to prise out of him at the A.G.M., at which he will be warmly welcomed. We shall miss Mark and Cat, have been as candid in this tribute as we are sure he would want us to be and conclude with a genuine, heartfelt Thanks.

	2000-2006
	M.
	I.
	NO.
	R
	Av.
	Ct.
	O
	M
	R
	W
	Avg.

	M Sciberras
	106
	90
	8
	922
	11.24
	38
	295.4
	22
	1,383
	73
	18.95


Note: geography is a subject traditionally maligned by its critics as too easy, for which reason it was not offered at ‘A’ Level at Windsor Grammar School in the 1970’s. Its detractors will, however, concede that since the fall of the Berlin wall and the subsequent creation of many new independent states, it has become harder, as there are far more capital cities to remember. 
Crimes against humanity

Tommy Banter, Justin and Savinalar-Finney accused 
In what one Gent described as “a scurrilous attempt to gain competitive advantage” West XI organiser and professional insurrectionist Dave Trinder has been accused of Machiavellian and unprincipled behaviour by creating a fog of disinformation around his team selections. Bender’s alleged offence is the worst a cricket organiser can commit, since there is a tacit bond of mutual support between the fraternity (motto We Are All In This Together), which according to their revered code of ethics supplants even team loyalty.

The prosecution cities the deletion of GWLCC organiser AJ Burman’s name from the list of recipients of West XI team selection e-mails prior to both the aborted first game in May (confirmation of their weak team only trickled out in the Monday tabloids) and the July fixture, although Burman was “cc-ed” into a vague and ambiguous e-mail announcing the latter team at seventeen minutes past midnight on Saturday morning, a time when pious folk are abed. Bender himself denies any wrongdoing, though his explanation, involving internet tariffs, was somewhat evasive and convoluted. The mark of a guilty man, says the prosecution. 

Banter’s defence is simply that his tenure of the most difficult job in the club, though highly improvised and personal, offers lacerating social commentary and demolishes taboos. It is iconoclastic performance art.

Even more shifty was the behaviour of Gent defector Justin Norcott, who was named in the Beggar squad in Mr. Banter’s “Midnight Special” e-mail above. Bizarre injuries are sadly common in sport, and it was with consternation that several Gents listened to Justin’s tale of being rendered hors de combat after “dropping some iron on my foot in the kitchen.” The iron and kitchen references were so specific that his story had the ring of truth, and there he should have left it. Perhaps sensing some scepticism, however, and somewhat chancing his arm (or should that be foot?), he then took off his sandal, and invited an official inspection. Sadly, the GWLCC Chiropody Department was unable to detect even a hint of discoloration. He then blanked The Gents for the rest of the day and disappeared straight after the game. Very odd.

It was a shame that so few of the West XI stayed to socialise with or commiserate with The Gents after all the trouble we had gone to make them welcome, even after they kept us hanging around for an hour. Mr. Phillip Hill denounced the ground as “not as good as Berko” within an hour of arrival (bookies paid out on 1.28pm for the Golden Rant Ticket), a position he clarified as night fell to “an ordinary ground with a crap bar.” In the intervening hours he had expended considerable energy, more than he showed in the field in fact, in trying to persuade The Gents to fine Dhruv Patel for a minor show of dissent after another controversial dismissal, all to no avail as Captain Sanjay backed the pint-sized twirler to the hilt. It was typical of the just another day at the office, let’s win the game and get home attitude by an admittedly impressive West XI team (modelled perhaps on Border’s 1989 Australians), though we acknowledge the efforts of Banter and Laing, and before that the kind words of Taylor, for their efforts to preserve interclub relations. 

The next day, we witnessed more tired and frankly actionable jibes by Mr. Finney, who writes West XI’s match reports in the absence of the venerable Bignell. This one accused Gent umpires of cheating and made mock of the kindly Old Tenisonians groundsman, who, though not the regular steward, opened the bar up at short notice so that people could have a drink. We can imagine Finney’s thank you letters as a small child: “I didn’t enjoy your party because there was not a wide enough choice of cakes or ice cream.” A posting on the Beggar web-site later gloried in the fact that Mr. Burman takes offence at the regular insults directed at GWLCC.

The question has therefore to be posed; does this fixture have a future as a three-game rubber with a cup at stake? It celebrates Bob Ashton’s memory, yet his brother Mark never appears at the games and if we can’t get together and have a laugh after, then perhaps the series should be condensed to one or two friendly games a season. An interesting decision for the new fixture secretary, after due discussion at the A.G.M.

Corrigenda from Gent 107 

We omitted these Gent outfield performances: Sunderland SC: Catches; Gilkes 1, Pak: Catches; Babar 1, Buck 1, Gilkes 1, Turpin 1, Young 1, Stumpings; Turpin 1. The 156 Ashton/Hubbocks stand was in 1992 not 2002 (Spotter’s Badge to Mr. Buck). South Park is in SW6 not SW16. Thanks to Mr. Laing, who used to play junior school football there, doubtless with big boots and a proper stitched leather football, for pointing this out. 

Weasels play fair then stun Pak
What a learning experience for organisers the run up to Weasels game two proved! The Home Office boys pulled out on the Monday as they could not raise a team. It would not be right to be critical, as far better that than poncing about until Friday before delivering the bad news. They behaved with honesty and courtesy and have refunded the price of the VRG pitch. The early prognosis for a replacement fixture was healthy – many of you will have followed developments on News 24 – but when Old Hamptonians pulled out it looked the most doomed logistical disaster since the retreat of Napoleon’s army from Moscow. But Wantage stepped in and we were saved! Cancellations are a fact of cricketing life, though it is best to communicate early and transparently with one’s opponents, lest one’s team acquires a reputation, like the following old sparring partners of West XI: 

Blackheath Cricket Club would like home or away game (weak-medium). HACKNEY MARSHIANS do not reply as you did not bother to turn up or inform us this Sunday. Anyone reading this be aware that they are a no show team ON THE DAY!
But just to prove you cannot keep a team from the dysfunctional Home Office down, an unbeaten 73 by Adam Michaels saw NB Weasels cruise to a seven-wicket PALs League win over Pak in Norbury on 16 July, chasing down 179. Viscount Owen sportingly reports that Pak were a bit below par but, still, what a win.

	1 The Gents Played 4 Points 5

2 Pak Played 3 Points 3
3 NB Weasels Played 3 Points 1
	It means The Gents cannot now be overhauled while Pak must win the Weasel return to retain a share of the trophy. NBW were sadly out of the running even before their one point deduction for not fielding a team. 


Tough on the causes of crime
At last the worm has turned. These pages have long supported the cause of law and order and it is with delight that we give The Gent Safe Streets award to London Borough of Brent, NW2. Ensuring that citizens can go about their lawful business is Madame Sinita, whose calling card was spotted in a phone box near Brondesbury CC (“Black Lady Magistrate – Services From The Bench”). Her approach to criminals, judging by her mask, boots and other instruments of pleasure, er, discipline, is clearly zero tolerance.

The Daily Mail may have had one of its turns recently with its horror stories of the ‘invasion’ of Slough by Eastern Europeans, but you’ll get few complaints from red-blooded locals, who are lapping up new high quality gentlemen’s magazines such as ‘Latvian Lesbians’ (1).’ However, the local ladies, used to starring in such classics as ‘Fit and Forty’ are not best pleased. They come over here, etc.

(1) disclaimer – may not contain real Friends of Dorota 

Reader’s letter
Andy Nichol (Sunderland SC)
Many thanks, Andy. And to think, it had never crossed my mind that we had a reputation for not giving lbw’s, not to mention being over-zealous with our awarding of wides! Food for thought, indeed.

I really enjoyed the game the other week. My one regret was that we left the pub without bidding you all farewell. I went to the toilet and when I came out, our lot had hurriedly left for the Flyer (along with my kit)

citing an argument with the barman about a pint that was on the turn as the reason. My enquiry as to whether anyone had had the decency to pop outside and explain/say goodbye met with an embarrassed silence.

Please pass on my apologies to anyone who had noted our rudeness. We may not have been the most competitive of opposition over the years, but I have always thought of us as a reasonably sociable/polite bunch.

(Sloppy, ambiguous journalism in Gent 107. “Sunderland may… never give lbw’s but they were certainly generous with the wides here.” We meant that they were lenient with wides back in June. Sloppy, sloppy, a brisk session with Madame Sinita is called for. Ed.)

Game 10: Brondesbury CC, London NW2, Sunday 2 July. Brondesbury Casuals won toss. Sunny, 32°
Gent irregulars spun to defeat

A dogged bowling and fielding display and a bright start with the bat were not enough for The Gents in the furnace of Brondesbury, the Casuals’ spinners taking eight wickets to propel their side to a merited victory by 62 runs. The visitors’ disappointment was logistical as well as sporting with only six members playing, though with spectators Burman, Patel (S) and Toft nine were on the ground come close of play. This superlative ground really ought to have witnessed better Gents’ cricket than it has but perhaps it is no coincidence that the sides that lost in 2003, 2005 and now 2006 (rain spared The Gents in 2004) were riddled with guests. No matter how skilful such invitees may be, and how grateful the secretary is for their support, science has proved that it is not the same as having people you play with week in week out. And when the skipper has never met three of the players it is doubly difficult. This was the problem faced by Mr. Gilkes, stepping in for Mr. Buck, deposed for the day due to lateness.

However, the fact is that without the support of Neepam Bhatt and his brother Bhaven, Bhavesh Vyas, Sanjay “Uncle Inzamam” Dev and Keyur Patel this game would have gone Wester than a Weasel Saturday fixture. They fitted in well though were apt, understandably, to babble in Hindi during stressful moments but they got behind the skjpper well, perhaps better than they got behind the ball, in fact.

In a match reduced to 35 overs due to the sweltering conditions, a decision replicated on the West XI Somerset tour, Casuals won the toss and batted. Ali and Rogers were untroubled but never broke free but it took a bowling change by Mr. Gilkes to earn a wicket, Hemin bowling Ali. A breathtaking one-handed caught and bowled by Bhavesh off Ward was deserved and Dhruv struck twice, once in his first over, removing the dangerous Nadeem caught by cover Buck and following up by bowling captain Luke Arnold. Quick runs were added by left-handed Saeed Rizvan before Buck took a top-edge off an attempted pull, Turpin doing the rest. The dapper Rogers went on to an impressive, elegant fifty before edging Buck to a diving Turpin while the bespectacled Toby Cresswell, who with Rizvan scored a fifty in 2005, ensured Casuals batted out the overs. The Gents had kept at it well in the field, taking some good catches and putting in fast, accurate throws, though the groundfielding was ropy.

After tea, during which The Gents were informed that no sausage rolls would be offered post-match as “your Indians wouldn’t eat them” (true but not that customer-orientated), The Gents set about a tough task with élan and conviction for 12 overs, adding 67. Bhav Vyas unluckily played on but Dhruv and Sanjay Dev were excellent in their contrasting ways, Dhruv punching his on-drives a treat and Sanjay threatening to larrup the cover off the ball. His off-driven six into the netting over the longest boundary was a feat of astonishing strength, but The Gents needed a few more of those.

Off-spinner Cresswell soon had them both lbw courtesy of umpire Toft, Sanjay awarding Ken a look while Dhruv agreed he himself was plumb. Johnson then got among the middle-order, who had not renewed their inoculations against leg-spin, though Neepam clubbed a brisk 23. At about this time, the safest bet of the day was struck by an elderly spectator, wickedly christened Justin’s Granddad, who, unimpressed by the middle-order collapse, offered to “buy you lot all the beer you can drink if you win this.” The grey pound in his pocket was not in much danger though, as, not for the first time, the Casuals’ spinners cleaned up, though HP was composed and H Bomb and Mr. Turpin scored some welcome runs. The margin of 62 runs was about right and should Casuals renew, as we hope they do, more members need to make themselves available in 2007.

Brondesbury Casuals; Rogers 50, Ali 23, Ward 17, Nadeem 0, *Arnold 10, Cresswell 25, Rizvan 27, Kankanamge 11, Deighton 3 not out, †Tucker 1 not out, Johnson did not bat, Extras 19, 186 for 8 (35 overs)

FoW; 48, 73, 82, 109, 136, 171, 174, 185

Bowling; Bhatt 0-37, Vyas 1-25, H Patel 1-42, D Patel 2-26, B Bhatt 0-25, Buck 3-21

Catches; Turpin 2, B Bhatt 1, Buck 1, Vyas 1

Gents; Vyas 14, D Patel 27, Dev 26, Keyur Patel 3, Bhatt 23, *Gilkes 1, Buck 0, H Patel 7, Denton 10, †Turpin 6, B Bhatt 4 not out, Extras 4, 124 all out (26.4 overs)

FoW; 30, 67, 70, 74, 78, 93, 95, 103, 114, 124

Bowling; Kankanamge 0-30, Rizvan 2-38, Cresswell 3-23, Johnson 4-28, Deighton 1-14
Catches; Kankanamge 1, Nadeem 1, Tucker 1, Ward 1

Lost by 62 runs

Game 11: Victoria RG, Surbiton, Saturday 8 July. Toss agreed. Sunny, 25°
Chalkhills and children

A patient 36 not out by Jim Wright, which left him unbeaten on 131 in 63.1 overs in his last two games, was the bedrock of a welcome Gents win at sunny Surbiton. Earlier, the Oxfordshire expeditionary force, comprising players from Wantage, Uffington and Harwell, including several youngsters, had struggled to 115 on a benign surface. More important than the result, however, was the friendly atmosphere between the teams, both of whom seemed keen to renew the fixture. Perhaps a 2007 tour might even be arranged to this beautiful county.

Respect goes out to the visitors, filling in after the cancellation of, first, the Weasels and, second, Old Hamptonians. After running the gauntlet of a hike up the M40 plus a mystery tour of South West London in competition with Wimbledon tennis (which had hoovered up four Old Hamptonians, taking them below critical mass), Hampton Court flower show and Sandown Park races, we were away at 2.30pm, 40 overs a side, the visitors batting by agreement as three had still to arrive.

The wicket had few devils and The Gents were delighted at their early wickets, the top five failing to make double figures. Snarler held one up to bowl the giant blond Uffington II’s captain Tugwell (one suspects we’ll regret that one day) before captain Pritchard was run out, being sent back after mid-wicket Hemin had spilled a catch before quickly recovering his composure to spear in his usual fast and accurate throw. Snarler and Hill bowled Moulds and Jones before H Bomb struck twice, inducing a gloved catch to Carroll (who had earlier shelled one off Snarler) and a drive to Wright to see off Brown and Mabbett. Brown’s dismissal evoked memories of Kasprowicz at Edgbaston 2005, there being some doubt as to whether his gloved hand was in contact with the bat. Newton spiralled a catch to Gilkes at second slip off Wahed and Wantage were 58 for 7. 

An excellent stand of 54 between Wallbridge and Newton (P) then turned the innings around, driving and pulling even the returning Snarler (who could have bowled 10 overs according to the allocations agreed by the captains) with confidence. Buck and Scibo went wicketless and it took Jim Wright to break the stand, having Wallbridge lbw and bowling Newton. Alex Young got his first Gents wicket and it was 115 all out. 

Chavwatch had mercifully little to report other than the boisterous pre-season football training of Surbiton Eagles FC and the players took tea, the highlights being H Bomb’s home-made bhajis and two delicious sponge cakes kindly baked by Lloyd’s mother Angela. “You can tell we’re in London, they’ve got mineral water” was a wide-eyed comment by a visitor. Jim and Scibo strode out at 5pm.

Scibo, sportingly walking after gloving behind, and Mr. Gilkes, brilliantly caught in the covers by Maryon who first parried then snaffled the catch, fell early but this only let in the dominant Young, who cut well and drove Newton for a six onto the railway embankment. Brown, one of a clutch of talented slowies in the visitors’ ranks, bowled him for 27 but Wantage were unable to make further inroads, though Lloyd was beaten several times outside off-stump. Once he got his eye in, it was only a matter of time before he went big and the persevering Mabbett, who had opened with seam and changed to spin, suffered straight drives to the pavilion boundary for four and six to bring the scores level, a wide signalled by umpire Bender ending proceedings next over, Jim unbeaten having struck five of the eleven fours in the innings. It had been a pleasant afternoon’s entertainment on a day that did much to restore the reputation of VRG, there being far less of a threatening atmosphere than had obtained for the Sunderland fixture three weeks before while the wicket was rolled and flat.

Wantage; Brown 8, Tugwell 0, *Pritchard 6, †Moulds 1, Jones 1, Wallbridge 36, Mabbett 0, M Newton 7, P Newton 29, Maryon 0, Webb 0 not out, Extras 29, 115 all out (30.2 overs)

FoW; 1, 20, 22, 27, 42, 42, 58, 112, 115, 115

Bowling; Snelling 2-31, Hill 1-14, H Patel 2-16, Wahed 1-15, Sciberras 0-9, Buck 0-8, Wright 2-14, Young 1-2

Catches; Carroll 1, Gilkes 1, Wright 1

Gents; Wright 36 not out, Sciberras 6, Gilkes 3, Young 27, Wahed 22 not out, Snelling, †Carroll, H Patel, *Buck, Bender and Hill did not bat, Extras 22, 116 for 3 (28.1 overs)

FoW; 23, 28, 75

Bowling; Mabbett 0-35, Jones 2-11, Newton 0-22, Maryon 0-6, Brown 1-2, Webb 0-15, Pritchard 0-12

Catches; Maryon 1, Moulds 1

Won by 7 wickets

Game 12: Old Tenisonians, Motspur Park, Sunday 16 July. Gents won toss. Sunny, 30° (BAMC)
Gents go West after falling short

A stand of 73 between Australians Cameron Vine and Mark Barling saw a feisty, combative and talented West XI to a convincing six-wicket victory at a sunny, airless Motspur Park. The innings of the Australians and Neepam Bhatt, the bowling of Taylor and Dane and the outfielding of Vine and young Rowan Allerton are worthy of great praise. The Gents could produce no individual efforts to match them, though Richard Gilkes and Sanjay Patel batted well and Snelling and Babar deserved better reward for excellent bowling spells.

After an hour’s delay caused by late arrival of four West XI players, Dhruv and Jimmy gave Gents a sound start, before Dane had them both lbw, Dhruv’s temper briefly rising after he thought he had been given caught behind off the pad by umpire Walton. Young was yorked Vine between these dismissals but Gilkes and Sanjay dug in well, the skipper chancing his arm with several off-drives that found the boundary and a sublime cover-drive off a Bhatt No ball. Cameron Vine sledged Mr. Gilkes early on (“he won’t be around for long”). In fact Rich batted for 22 overs before being daftly run out by Buck after the latter had done a Pink Panther walk halfway up the pitch without a call before padding back to safety.

Sanjay was not quite on tip-top form but was still scoring quickly before he drove Bhatt to Taylor at cover, the bearded Indian then accounting for Wahed, well caught by long-on Bender, whose mirthful cackle disturbed a misfortune of crows roosting by the boundary. A below-par Laing then opened with a bizarre over of full-tosses, two of which were thumped over the long-on boundary by Rich, the bowler’s language being choice. Still, Dave had his revenge by inducing Snarler and Buck to hole out, the former off a high full-toss that might have been called No ball. The Gents were not exactly collapsing, but were modifying their expectations southwards at the end of each over. Useful runs came from each of the lower-order batsmen after Gilkes was run out for a gritty 33. One hundred and 42 was disappointing, though hard earned and far from disastrous. One person most certainly not disappointed, however, was Dave Trinder, on a high after his 35 for Sunderland the previous day and his wonder catch here, he became somewhat over-excited, attempting to mount The Gents’ Secretary, the advances being politely but firmly rebuffed.

The Gents were pleased to dismiss three top-class batsmen in the first half of the innings. Taylor was yorked Snelling, Wright cut Rob Babar to point and H Bomb bowled the fluent Bhatt. A long tail was in the offing but Vine and Barling were impregnable, though each giving a chance late on. Vine in particular was very impressive, though Babar troubled him. The bowlers persevered, but boundaries came often enough to ensure that run rate was not an issue. A stand of 73 was the match-winner, only ending with Barling’s lbw with 2 runs needed, after which he eyeballed the Gent umpire and said “How far forward was I?” All the fun of the fair, then, but the result was long since dished and done, and Vine smashed Dhruv for the day’s only six to win a match in which The Gents did plenty right, but were ultimately outplayed.

There was little socialising post-game, several Beggars declaring their dissatisfaction with the ground and its facilities before opting for an early night, though Messrs. Trinder and Laing were sociable and stayed with The Gents in both clubhouse and the Earl Beatty. This was a deserved win for West XI but The Gents should not be too despondent, despite some understandable post-match glumness. The Gents played well in parts and the series can still be tied in September, though the Bob Ashton Memorial Cup has been conceded for the fourth successive year.

Gents; Wright 16, D Patel 13, Young 1, Gilkes 33, *S Patel 30, Wahed 6, Snelling 12, Buck 7, H Patel 6, Babar 4, †Denton 1 not out, Extras 15, 142 all out (33.2 overs)

FoW; 23, 30, 30, 74, 81, 114, 128, 131, 138, 142

Bowling; Taylor 0-10, Dane 2-31, Vine 1-11, Bhatt 2-19, Hill 0-20, Laing 2-31, Wright 2-13

Catches; Taylor 2, Barling 1, Bender 1, Dane 1, Vine 1

West XI; Taylor 0, Bhatt 44, *Wright 7, Vine 47 not out, †Barling 28, Dane 0 not out, R Allerton, D Bender, P Hill, D Laing and K Allerton did not bat, Extras 16, 147 for 4 (28.1 overs)

FoW; 22, 47, 68, 141

Bowling; Snelling 2-23, S Patel 0-17, Babar 1-30, H Patel 1-34, Wright 0-13, D Patel 0-19

Catches; Wahed 1

Lost by 6 wickets

Game 13: Victoria RG, Surbiton, Sunday 23 July. Gents won toss. Sunny, 26°
Is the glass half full or half empty?

A negative match reporter, perhaps the mischievous troublemaker from West XI E. Savinalar-Finney, would cite the fifth defeat in seven games and the presence of five guests, including three debutants, as profound causes for concern. Falling apart, had to happen one day, etc. Those of a more positive persuasion, to whom we prefer to listen, would cite the seven wins by early July as being the equal of the whole of last season, and the sterling efforts by Gents’ organiser Richard Gilkes to get a team together here in order to honour the fixture, when weaker men would have folded. The result was a fine game, narrowly if deservedly won by Jay Bharat, a very impressive mix of colts and senior players.

In the absence of six of the previous week’s team, including five of the top seven batsmen, Mr. Gilkes roped in his older brother Chris and his bookmaker Paul. Jim Wright sourced RSA colleague Roydon Bailey and his mate Darryn Harris (debuts v. Enterprise 2005). That took us up to ten but H Bomb then schmoozed the services of local JB player Manish Udani who took us up to eleven and became the 200th. Gents player. He later also schmoozed a lift home off Manish with the kit, stout work.

Appalling transport problems caused 40 minutes’ delay, during which time HP, all padded and boxed, enjoyed an extensive net, thrashing the ball to all parts. He predictably went into his shell once the real action started, but slowly dug in and began to play some excellent shots before being bowled. JB’s attack was a mixture of canny seam and top-notch spin. Always an impressive bowling side, HP himself pointed out the unusually high number of maidens, ten, in the innings. Harris attacked but a flurry of wickets fell until H Bomb and Sanjay, the former the dominant partner, saw up the ton, Hemin smiting successive sixes (of four in the Gent innings) into the railway embankment. Hemin was run out but good late runs came from Udani (a six corkscrewing into the pavilion) and the Gilkes retinue. To the question posed by young Rahil (“What is a par score on this pitch?”) there was no obvious answer. The Gents had satisfactorily batted the forty overs, losing only eight wickets, but were rarely in control. It looked an even contest. 

The pitch attracted vitriolic comment during the day and it was certainly variable. Never was this better illustrated than the throat ball, which reared at Ketan ball three of the JB innings, the batsman treading on his stumps. The returning Mr. Butt knocked back Darshit’s leg-stump and when a Harris pea-roller pinned Sohan lbw, JB were 19 for three. The elegant young Rahil complemented the left-handed captain Ronesh Nathwani well as 54 came up for the fourth wicket, though the latter was dropped three times, none particularly easy but the sort of chance to which you must cling onto more often than not to beat good opposition.

Buck took a beautiful low caught and bowled to out Rahil, but there was more pain for The Gents in the shape of the tall Sanjay who posted 20 as Ronesh Nathwani went up through the gears, moving to a composed fifty with eight fours before H Bomb had him lbw. If you are going to win a game batting second do it with a six. This was the advice offered to and accepted by Devan, who clumped Udani into the trees for the winning runs. It was a similar plot to the West XI game with The Gents not making quite enough runs batting first.

May the JBCC youth policy and refreshing lack of cynicism reap rich reward in the future and may The Gents actually beat them one day. Finally, we thank the guests, a smashing bunch, who complemented the regulars well. Spirit remains good, despite the recent blips.

Gents; *Buck 4, †Denton 19, R Gilkes 11, Bailey 4, Harris 21, S Patel 9, H Patel 31, Udani 7, C Gilkes 11 not out, Gregg 2 not out, Butt did not bat, Extras 18, 137 for 8 (40 overs)

FoW; 8, 38, 42, 42, 66, 104, 110, 123

Bowling; Dee 2-14, Hardick 1-32, Sohan 2-31, Rohan 1-11, Nathwani 0-23, Veekay 1-18

Catches; Rohan 1, Ronesh 1

Jay Bharat; Ketan 0, Darshit 3, Rahil 27, Sohan 0, *Nathwani 52, Sanjay 20 not out, Devan 6 not out, Veekay, Rohan, Dee and Hardick did not bat, Extras 32, 139 for 5 (29.3 overs)

FoW; 5, 12, 19, 73, 133

Bowling; Harris 2-22, Butt 1-22, Bailey 0-22, H Patel 1-23, Buck 1-17, S Patel 0-18, Udani 0-10

Catches; Buck 1

Lost by 5 wickets

Game 14: Old Hamptonians CC, Hampton, Sunday 30 July. Gents won toss. Sunny, 24°
The Village Green Desperation Society
After Tony Buck had taken two early wickets, Roland Heyman and Robert Jones added a stratospheric 215 to put the game beyond The Gents. The stand was a record third-wicket stand in Gents games by 59, though still second to the unbeaten 1993 first-wicket stand of 239 by Owls Richard Bulmer and Craig Maddock in the all-time list. As carnage reigned, it could have been an utterly demoralising experience for a patchwork Gent team lacking late withdrawals Snelling and Wright, but if you dish it out you have to be able to take it and though absolutely hammered The Gents never lost their dignity or composure. Perhaps that in itself is a problem, The Gents having become recently, according to Mr. Buck, too easygoing. As ever, SP was courteous to his guest debutants, giving Sachin Desai the gloves, Russell Miller the opener’s slot and South African Rohan Crouse seven overs and a top order berth.

Village XI all left Hampton GS three years ago, as pupils not teachers, so, allowing for expulsions, etc. none would have been over 22. Their batting, running and fielding were supremely powerful and athletic, making a by no means long in the tooth visiting side look rather old. But not too old to celebrate two early successes, Lang stunningly caught SP at slip second over and De Metz following soon after, both courtesy of Buck, who was, unusually, critical of SP’s decision to bowl first. 

No fielder can feel guilty about the Heyman/Jones stand in respect of a dropped catch; there were none until the final overs. No bowler let his side down, indeed Dhruv showed again with a sterling 6-0-26-2 that the better the opponent, the better he bowls. Everyone did his best. You just have to salute the two youngsters as boundaries rained all over Hampton, 20 fours and a six from Heyman, nine fours and two sixes from the unbeaten Jones. A catch in the deep for Mr. Gilkes off the persevering H Bomb ended it, whereupon two more wickets fell quickly to give the bowlers some tangible reward.

The Gents’ highest winning total batting second is 235 and no new record would be set here. Dhruv was caught, spooning to cover, in the first over, but Russell Miller did not disappoint on his long-awaited debut, cover driving for four first ball and hooking a magnificent six to the longest boundary. He fell caught, one of eight in the innings and thereafter only Hemin and SP threatened, though all too briefly. The game all but won, Village used their part-time bowlers in an atmosphere that was, to quote Andrew Crocker-Harris to his pupil Taplow in The Browning Version, “rather end of term.” Mind you, grammar school teams have always been up for boisterous japes – Ashton and his mates trashed the Eton College changing room after beating them in 1973, though the great man still distances himself from this outrage, maintaining it was the handiwork of IA “Tigger” Shiel (Woodland House). Not even a solitary detention from the Archbeako GS Parker resulted!

Given their simple demolition of NBW in May (71 all out, 72 for 2 off about 12 overs), our circuit may not see too much more of Village XI as, to their credit, they are seeking tougher opposition. Indeed, after their game arranged for 6 August was cancelled, Village posted an internet advert pleading for a strong replacement oppo to “knock them off their high horse after an unbeaten season.” The Lord-Lieutenant of Castle Donington, Jeremy Owen, referred to the corking totty belonging to them. He was right, too, but having bints in tow who give the oppo the horn is not a sufficient condition for fixture renewal.

Thanks to Ken who begat Russell, Hemin who begat Sachin and Dhruv who begat Rohan, three excellent guests whom we hope to see again, in more successful circumstances. Well played Village XI, a slick outfit.

Village XI; †Lang 2, De Metz 2, Heyman 132, Jones 89 not out, Byrnes 2, Sims 3, Patel 1 not out, Lloyd, Ross, Skeggs and Ditchburn did not bat, Extras 15, 256 for 5 (35 overs)

FoW; 6, 23, 238, 253, 255

Bowling; S Patel 0-35, Buck 2-48, Crouse 0-42, H Patel 2-67, K Patel 0-26, D Patel 1-26

Catches; Gilkes 1, H Patel 1, S Patel 1

Gents; D Patel 0, Miller 28, Gilkes 3, Crouse 5, †Desai 1, *S Patel 15, H Patel 16, Buck 2, Toft 9 not out, Denton 5, K Patel 3, Extras 31, 113 all out (29.3 overs)

FoW; 6, 23, 34, 40, 57, 58, 66, 86, 99, 113

Bowling; Lloyd 3-33, Skeggs 2-23, Sims 1-13, Ross 1-18, Byrnes 2-8, Patel 0-4, Ditchburn 0-8

Catches; Byrnes 2, Heyman 2, De Metz 1, Lang 1, Lloyd 1, Sims 1 

Lost by 143 runs

The 2006 season so far

	Date
	Gents
	Result
	West XI
	Result

	Sun 16 April
	-
	-
	Addington (1743)
	Lost by 105 runs

	Sun 23 April
	Jay Bharat
	Cancelled (rain)
	All India
	Lost by 73 runs

	Sat 29 April
	St. Anne’s (42-11 Cup)
	Won by 7 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 30 April
	-
	-
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Won by 74 runs

	Sun 7 May
	Hale
	Won by 4 wickets
	Acme
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 14 May
	12 Angry Men
	Won by 154 runs
	Prince’s Head
	Lost by 80 runs

	Sat 20 May
	-
	-
	Menorca
	Lost by 134 runs

	Sun 21 May
	Pak (PALs)
	Drawn (abandoned)
	Menorca
	Won by 7 wickets

	Sun 28 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Cancelled (rain)
	Gents (BAMC)
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 4 June
	London Saints
	Won by 110 runs
	London Rams
	Lost by 23 runs

	Sat 10 June
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 11 June
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Won by 60 runs
	Walthamstow Horizontals
	Won by 95 runs

	Sat 17 June
	Sunderland SC
	Lost by 4 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 18 June
	Pak (PALs)
	Lost by 73 runs
	Captain’s Select
	Won by 3 wickets

	Sat 24 June
	-
	-
	London Saints (LNC)
	Won by 5 wickets

	Sun 25 June
	London Rams
	Won by 72 runs
	-
	-

	Sat 1 July
	-
	-
	West XI Past
	Lost by 2 wickets

	Sun 2 July
	Brondesbury Casuals
	Lost by 62 runs
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Won by 41 runs

	Sat 8 July
	Wantage†
	Won by 7 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 9 July
	-
	-
	Sunderland SC
	Won by 10 runs

	Sun 16 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	Lost by 6 wickets
	Gents (BAMC)
	Won by 6 wickets

	Sat 22 July
	-
	-
	Hinton St. Mary
	Cancelled (no pitch)

	Sun 23 July
	Jay Bharat
	Lost by 5 wickets
	Plums
	Lost by 5 wickets

	Sun 30 July
	Village XI
	Lost by 143 runs
	London Saints
	Won by 8 wickets

	Sat 5 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 6 Aug
	Bedouins
	Enville (Tour)
	St. Anne’s Allstars
	Bank of England

	Sun 13 Aug
	London Saints
	King George’s Fields
	Acme
	Warren Farm PF

	Thur 17 Aug
	-
	-
	GSK
	Away (Twenty20)

	Sat 19 Aug
	-
	-
	North Star
	Away

	Sun 20 Aug
	London Owls
	Fairfield RG
	Staefa
	Away

	Sat 26 Aug
	-
	-
	NB Weasels
	Away

	Sun 27 Aug
	Enterprise/Lloyd’s Mob
	Old Tenisonians CC
	-
	-

	Sun 3 Sept
	Urban Associates (TBC)
	Fairfield RG
	Octopus
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sun 10 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC
	Gents (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sun 17 Sept
	Salix 
	GSK Greenford
	-
	-

	Record

Runs

Wickets

Catches
	Played 14 Won 7 Drawn 1 Lost 6

Wright 268, Husain 247, S Patel 154, Gilkes 136

S Patel 13, Buck/H Patel 11, Babar 9, Husain/D Patel 8

Gilkes/H Patel /Turpin 6, D Patel 4, four players 3
	Played 16 Won 9 Lost 7

Bhatt 422, Wright 334, Bapu 283, Vine/Rennie 156

Bignell 17, Laing 14, R Allerton/Bhatt 13, Wright 8

Wright 7, Bapu/Bender/Rennie 5, R Allerton/Norcott 4


† Wantage replaced NB Weasels (PALs League), which was won by default as the opposition withdrew
	 
	M.
	I.
	NO.
	R
	Av.
	Ct./St.
	O
	M
	R
	W
	Avg.

	R Babar
	7
	4
	0
	17
	4.25
	2
	35
	6
	108
	9
	12.00

	D Bender
	2
	1
	1
	2
	N/A
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	N Bhatt
	3
	3
	0
	104
	34.67
	1
	12
	2
	50
	1
	50.00

	A Buck
	14
	10
	1
	60
	6.67
	3
	36.3
	1
	197
	11
	17.91

	A Burman
	2
	1
	0
	3
	3.00
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	S Carroll
	8
	5
	1
	12
	3.00
	3
	8
	0
	29
	3
	9.67

	P Denton
	6
	5
	1
	36
	9.00
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	R Gilkes
	9
	9
	0
	136
	15.1
	6
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	T H’w-Allen
	2
	2
	0
	35
	17.50
	-
	11
	2
	24
	4
	6.00

	P Hill
	2
	1
	0
	10
	10.00
	-
	11
	3
	23
	2
	11.50

	N Husain
	5
	5
	2
	247
	82.33
	3
	19.3
	6
	75
	8
	9.38

	J Norcott
	2
	2
	0
	3
	1.50
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	D Patel
	8
	7
	0
	102
	14.57
	4
	26.2
	1
	119
	8
	14.88

	H Patel
	14
	11
	1
	117
	11.70
	6
	59.5
	5
	335
	11
	30.45

	Ketan Patel
	2
	1
	0
	3
	3.00
	1
	7
	0
	55
	3
	18.33

	S Patel
	11
	11
	4
	154
	22.00
	3
	41.3.3
	8
	153
	13
	11.77

	M Sciberras
	6
	5
	0
	124
	24.80
	1
	20
	2
	76
	5
	15.20

	S Snelling
	6
	3
	0
	30
	10.00
	-
	39.2
	6
	139
	6
	23.17

	K Toft
	5
	4
	3
	23
	23.00
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	P Turpin
	5
	3
	1
	7
	3.50
	6
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	L Wahed
	7
	6
	2
	107
	26.75
	2
	22.1
	3
	89
	7
	12.71

	J Wright
	6
	6
	2
	268
	67.00
	1
	16.2
	0
	58
	7
	8.29

	A Young
	3
	3
	0
	53
	17.67
	1
	2
	0
	17
	1
	17.00


Also played (1 game); R Bailey 1/1/0/4, 2-0-22-0, B Bhatt 1/1/1/4, 6-1-25-0, (1 ct.), S Bignell 1/1/0/16, 2-0-19-1, G Butt 1/-/-/-/, 4-0-22-1, S Dev 1/1/0/26, R Crouse 1/1/0/5, S Desai 1/1/0/1, K Dimond 1/1/0/0, C Gilkes 1/1/1/11, P Gregg 1/1/1/2, D Harris 1/1/0/21, 7/3/22/2, R Miller 1/1/0/28, C Naish 1/1/0/0, Darpan Patel, 1/-/-/-, 4-0-29-1, Keyur Patel 1/1/0/3, M Udani 1/1/0/7, 2-0-10-0, B Vyas 1/1/0/14, 7-1-25-1, (1 ct.) 










