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Tales from the corridor of uncertainty

Where’s your sense of theatre?
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	· Nabil to stay for one more season
· James Lewis to return
· Horace Hibbert fights on
	· England Ashes debacles
· What’s rocking the circuit
· AGMs, nets, fixture changes, etc.


Contact this magazine via e-mail andrewburman_840@hotmail.com or mobile 07802-788424

Read about The Gents on www.gowlcc.org.uk 

“I got two books, a white book and a blue book. And by that you can gather I got two sorts of stories.” (Max Miller)
Winter words
The return of Nabil and James Lewis and the exit of Mr. Privett

There is optimism abroad in the club at the moment with most of the 2006 squad intact, including Mr. Husain, who will after all be around for one more year before leaving for good in December. His return from Dubai is a pleasant surprise, for he sent us a text message before the AGM, saying: “it has been an absolute pleasure playing for the club.” As Mr. Wright put it, “this message has an element of permanence about it.”

Whatever sort of ‘last season’ Nabil has, his place among Gent greats is confirmed. Indeed, a very prominent Gent player, Sanjay Patel, rates him as “the best all rounder we have ever had, even better than Mr. Ashton” (the “Mister” Ashton is a typical piece of respect from SP to his mentor). A bold claim indeed and if not one unequivocally supported by the averages, certainly one that is worthy of analysis. To date, Nabil’s career batting average in 39 Gent games is 43.0, ahead of Mark’s 30.6 in 144, with a very similar ratio of not outs. Both have scored two centuries. If Nabil has the edge in batting, Mark’s 222 wickets at 11.2 (3.0 RPO) shades Nabil’s 51 at 13.8 (3.5 RPO). Utterly different personalities, both sublime cricketers. 

Other celestial objects continue to meander around the Gent cricket galaxy. Comet Lewis promises to be visible to the naked eye in 2007 after an irregular orbit in 2006. It would be good to see James, the first man since James Robertson Justice to use the adjective ‘blithering’ in ordinary conversation, again. There is a tidy bowler bursting to come out, and his attempts to pour a cup of tea are a thing of wonder. On the minus side, a few players have disappeared off the radar over the winter, so tap up those pals and colleagues of yours now. It is by no means the longest fixture card we have ever had but in terms of quality it is among the toughest.

The first net went well, though SP’s trick, just before taking his knock, of propping the gym door open with an old bat, in order to eliminate the swing, was not gentlemanly. Balls that had been boomeranging around in the torrid 55-degree humidity suddenly adopted far more predictable aerodynamics as cooler air flooded the hall. Indeed, the only bowler who caused him any trouble was AJ Burman who definitely had him “stumped.” This was all reminiscent of a certain MWH Ashton who, at nets ten years ago, was so bemused by Dhruv Patel’s twirlers that he painted the balls with white emulsion between Net One and Net Two, nullifying all turn. 

Fastest bowler on show was Rob Babar’s brother Ed, though Mr. Denton played him very well. Shot of the day was the straight drive of another potential new recruit Yu Himm Fung, a former colleague of Burman’s, who lofted the skipper, at some velocity, into the back wall of the gym, damaging the brickwork.

Meanwhile, shock news has reached us that Mr. Privett has left RB Kingston (and its post-outsourcing incarnation Quadron Services) after 15 years of providing a good service to us, and possibly many more before that to others, for which, if he ever reads this, we thank him. Yes, there were blips (in what career of such longevity are there not?) but he was always friendly and reacted speedily and efficiently to our sometimes last-minute requests. The occasional pompous bollocking, as well as providing amusement, was a price worth paying. A concerned request of “Was Gary all right? Did he have something to go to after he left Kingston?” was met by the new occupant of his seat with a cursory “No comment,” into which one could read very much or very little but into which we choose to read that the new man is a complete buffoon.

Power to add

Belated congratulations to the great Stuart Alexander ‘Snarler’ Snelling on his milestone of 300 wickets. We go back to the third game of 1995 (his second) for the first, a black-trousered Keith Dimond, while his 300th. was another redoubtable cricketer, Stewart Taylor of West XI. Poor Stuart has been suffering from viral pleurisy over the winter but hopes to be fit in time for the new season. His record to date reads:

	
	M.
	I.
	NO.
	R
	Av.
	Ct.
	O
	M
	R
	W
	Avg.

	S Snelling
	176
	129
	32
	1,065
	10.98
	37
	1,211.4
	238
	3,295
	310
	10.63


Rather than go into statistical overload, suffice it to say that we have been lucky to have Stuart as a team-mate and loyal, indefatigable friend, and should cherish every game he plays for us. He is simply the best bowler we have ever had and no finer man has ever worn the GWLCC shirt. Meanwhile, in another place, Steve Bignell (395) and Phil Hill (392) are closing in on the impressive milestone of 400 club wickets. In the penultimate game of the season Phil completed his 2,000th. over for the team.

Kit sorted

…but finance goes pear-shaped
Well done Sanjay, Hemin and Bill Flack for sorting the kit. Bill most kindly donated his old kitbag plus two bats and a pair of lightweight pads to the club, all first rate gear. Hemin bought three pairs RH gloves, two boxes, one arm guard, one thigh guard and six club level cricket balls for 3,481 INR, that’s a bargain 44.06 GBP at the Gent House annual plan rate. And by crikey does the club need some bargains, for its finances, as revealed at the AGM, are in a desperate state, as bad as they have ever been, not helped by lavish car hire and a late night Committee decision that the club should pay £100 for AGM food, despite the fact that the evening had been agreed beforehand as self-funding. Truly, last days of the Roman empire behaviour. Indeed, the club ‘rainy day’ surplus, so vital for early season expenditure on discretionary incidentals such as kit, pitches and web-site hosting, had been dissipated to the last penny by February.

It is axiomatic that the club has to pay for itself and without a current sponsorship deal, the only income streams would appear to be match fees and annual subscriptions, which must, therefore, be paid promptly. H Bomb is again trying to do deals with sponsors but association with The Gents, its goodwill and its website will not be given away for a single season’s run of shirts. A grand a year is the going rate.

The proposal from Mr. Lewis at the 2003 AGM to charge spectators for teas never was made flesh. A shame, as its administration had huge comic potential. Shades of Hugh Gaitskell, who as Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1948 introduced charges for spectacles and dentures to pay for rearmament, a move fiercely opposed by then Health Secretary Aneurin Bevan, who resigned along with Harold Wilson and John Freeman, such was the political morality of those days.

Terrace chant of the month
…or century more like…

“We’ve got Dave Tilbury, He’ll paint your house for free, He quotes and estimates, He paints and decorates.”
Windsor & Eton FC fans to painter and decorator Dave Tilbury who was making his 200th. appearance for the club against Marlow. (John, Windsor on BBC Sports web-site). 

Setback for Horace
We received a message from our friend Horace Hibbert. It was not good news but was nearly so much worse. Horace would love to hear from his friends in GWLCC. Email him on HIBRAE@aol.com.

 

By now some of you should be aware that I was awaiting my third liver transplant. I got the call for that third transplant on 14 December 03:00 hours. On arrival at the mothership (King’s College Hospital for those who are not familiar with that term) where they prepped me for the long journey through the most dangerous black hole. It was during this prep I developed a massive bleed which could not be controlled enough for them to proceed with this transplant. A decision was made to abandon the transplant by the cardiothoracic team. May I also say all this was done after they had given me the official tag mark, scar, cut and I am sure some people have other names for it.

 

I had to be sedated and put on a life support machine for five days. By this time the family was told that those five days are very crucial moments and they had to play the waiting game. I must once again say Captain and crew were brilliant in saving this old turKey for Christmas; not only saving him but he was home for Christmas too. I am now at home going through all the pain and symptoms as if I had a successful encounter with a Borg or Clingon. Man, it hurts like hell, not to mention the fact that when I reflect I didn’t really have a transplant.

 

Thanks to all those who prayed. Thanks for the kind words. Thanks to mum and dad, those biscuits were lovely. Thanks Mike for being the voice of information. Thanks Jerry for your technical support as usual.

 

Bit tired now so I am gonna rest up.

May you never

And you thought these Ashes were bad?
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PBH – the only great English post-war batsman?
	As these notes are being written, English 2006/7 Australian tour revisionists are blethering about the “positives” to be “taken” which consisted mainly of some victories in the One Day Internationals at the end of the tour. The truth was, however, that the English tourists were a desperately disappointing bunch, both on and off the field. “Can it ever have been as bad?” the youngsters murmur in the playgrounds and the youth clubs.

Let us go back to the 1950’s, when England were undisputed world champions, as formidable Australian and West Indian sides declined. India, Pakistan, West Indies (at their tipping point) and South Africa shared honourable draws in four rubbers but it was otherwise victory upon victory for England, including Ashes triumphs in 1953 (the first since 1932/33), 1954/5 and 1956. After skipper Len Hutton became ill in 1954/5, PBH May (Charterhouse School, Cambridge University and Surrey) took over and the wins kept coming.


The 1958/9 academic year was Gerald Parker’s first as headmaster of Windsor Grammar School. This kind, wise man would remain in charge during the flowering of the golden generation of future Gent greats Ashton, Boddington and Burman and indeed stated in his memoir ‘As I Recall’ that “getting that oaf Boddington through his O-Level maths was my greatest single academic triumph. For that alone I should have got my OBE.” Now in his ninetieth year he still takes a great interest in cricket – his grandson played last summer for MCC against the school, with GSP naturally in attendance. If not quite as venerable as GSP you would have to be two-thirds of the way there to remember the last time things were That Bad in Australia. So let us go back to a tour of six five-hour days and eight-ball overs made by an England side unbeaten since 1950/1, when Freddie Brown had captained them to a 1-4 Ashes series defeat. Aussie grocers used to spiel “Cabbages – hearts as big as Freddie Brown’s” that tour on their market stalls, though Fred Trueman thought him “an ignorant bigot.”

Richie Benaud, “perhaps May’s most formidable opponent” according to Cricinfo, called him “not merely the greatest English batsman to emerge since the war, which is the conventional judgement, but the only great one.” It was popularly supposed to be a low-scoring decade, though this is difficult to prove statistically. Nevertheless, contemporary scholars believed that the dominance of bat over ball, which had been so typical of the 1930’s, had worn away to be replaced by more attritional fare. England certainly had the bowlers (led by seamers Statham, Trueman, Tyson and Bedser, with Laker and Lock the main spinners) to dominate the contemporary scene and Hutton, then May, used them ruthlessly. Young gun batsmen such as May himself, Cowdrey and Graveney were usually among the runs after Hutton’s retirement and England looked unbeatable. 

Given that 1954/5 was England’s first Ashes away win in 22 years, six of which were lost to Euro 39, sober judges might have declined a punt on England in the final Ashes clash of that decade. But what brought 1958/9 alongside 2006/7 was the weight of expectation on an England side viewed with some justification as the best in the word at the time. This was not the case, for example, in 1974/75 or the tours immediately prior to 2006/7. Rational pundits thought the Ashes might be retained against Benaud’s men. Especially when in a gentle limber up in the wet summer of 1958, England demolished New Zealand 4-0, the Kiwis falling for under 100 five times in 10 innings. It was all too easy. Nor did anything in the seven unbeaten First Class games before the First Test give any hint of what was to happen. These were truly days of leisurely induction into an Ashes series, ruling out the “lack of preparation” excuse.

What else was happening in 1958/9? Babe in arms Phil Hill had his first tantrum at the lack of choice in Gerber baby foods at his mother’s local branch of Boots the Chemist. Harold McMillan was Prime Minister, the country’s finances about as sound as The Gents’. Gigi astonishingly won Best Film Oscar, though had The Gent been taking the decision, I Was Monty’s Double (UK) would have copped Best Film and A Night to Remember (UK), based on the Titanic tragedy, Best Special Effects. Both were proper b&w films, with the likes of John Mills and Kenneth More to the fore. In sport Windsor and Eton FC finished bottom of the Metropolitan and District League, while Woking, F.A. Amateur Cup holders, ended their Isthmian League season with a record of beautiful symmetry, P30 W12 D6 L12 F66 A66 Pts30. In professional football an England side mourning the loss of Duncan Edwards in the Munich air tragedy was eliminated in the group stages of the World Cup by USSR after a play-off, while Wolves won the league and Bolton the F.A. Cup, beating the bereft Manchester United. Spurs slumped to 18th. in Division 1, victims of dodgy refereeing. 

The 1958/9 scorecards
Brisbane: England 134 and 198 lost to Australia 186 and 147-2 by 8 wickets

Melbourne: England 259 (May 113, Davidson 6 for 64) and 87 (Meckiff 6 for 38) lost to Australia 308 (Harvey 167, Statham 7 for 57) and 42-2 by 8 wickets

Sydney: England 219 (Benaud 5 for 83) and 287-7 dec. (Cowdrey 100*) drew with Australia 357 (Laker 5 for 107) and 54-2 

Adelaide: Australia 476 (McDonald 170) and 36-0 beat England 240 (Benaud 5 for 91) and 270 by 10 wickets

Melbourne: England 205 and 214 lost to Australia 351 (McDonald 133) and 70-1 by 9 wickets

Four flipping nil then! Against the team of all the talents! Some of the scoring rates had to be seen to be believed and eminent journalist E.M. Wellings called the series “a time-wasting crawl and had I been a free agent I would not have crossed the road to watch a single day of it.” Spoken like a true Englishman. Australian opener Jim Burke, who would tragically commit suicide some years later after mistakenly thinking his investments had collapsed, scored 28 not out in six hours (51.7 eight-ball overs, equivalent to 69.1 six-ball overs) in the second innings at Brisbane, for example, while the superlatively bequiffed Trevor Bailey (see the front cover of this edition) had earlier scored 68 in 458 minutes in the same match. Bailey took 357 minutes according to Cricinfo (361 according to the more austere Playfair) to reach his 50, the slowest in all First Class cricket.

To quote E. M. Wellings again: “May’s tour of Australia 1958/59 is the story of the decline and fall of the splendid team which was built by Hutton. After a long reign as world champions a side, softened perhaps by too many easy triumphs, wilted under Australian pressure.” There were the usual injuries, and controversy about the bowling actions of two Ockers, Rorke and Meckiff, but there can be no disputing that the better team won nor that in Richie Benaud they had the superior leader. English cricket took a while to recover; not until the gutsy, cunning Raymond Illingworth took a brilliant side Down Under in 1970/71 would the urn be recaptured. Film exists of Rorke and to the modern eye (viz. several hundred aghast cricket fans at the NFT in 2001) his action was illegal but he was not called in this series. 

Time did not mellow Wisden’s damning later verdict, part of PBH’s obituary: “England went to Australia in 1958/59 as hot favourites, but were met by bowlers widely suspected of throwing, and slumped to a 4-0 defeat. May was greatly upset by newspaper criticism of the presence on tour of his fiancée, Virginia Gilligan, especially when one report said they had been secretly married. They actually married that April, and from then on his enthusiasm for the game seemed to wane. He missed much of the 1959 season with an abscess, which also forced him home from the West Indies tour that winter. It was 1961 before he returned to cricket and, when he was bowled round his legs by Richie Benaud at Old Trafford, his dismissal sealed the fate of the Ashes. Three weeks later he played his last Test and in 1962 effectively retired from first-class cricket, though there was always the hope, in other minds, that he might return, and Wisden delayed its retirement tribute until 1971.”

The people have spoken

“Is this some form of psychological test to show how weird your opponents are?” asked Dr. Feelgood-loving Mr. McGirr when The Gent polled your favourite albums and movies in January. It was certainly not that, sir, more an innocent inquiry into the cultural habits of the circuit. The mission was to gain an insight into the cultural choices we make when the cricket or the working day is done and we return to our castles. The results are fascinating and are shown in detail overleaf. 

We thank all respondents, but especially Mr. Owen for his Melody Maker rock essay and Mr. Hill and Mr. Robinson who respectively outed an artiste, Natalie Merchant, and a flick, Leningrad Cowboys, previously unknown at Gent House. Joint pick of the pops, then, to Appetite for Destruction, The Bends and Exile on Main Street with two votes each. We’ve got all three, though Radiohead’s finest hour only survived one play before gathering dust with the world music at the back of the rack. The Clash and, courtesy of the Patels, Michael Jackson, also earned two No.1’s with different albums. Jazz, folk, R&B, opera and country, but no rap/house, coexist peaceably with prog rock, hard rock, metal, punk and the unclassifiable but superb Velvet Underground.

What’s rocking the circuit?

(At least there’s no U2, Springsteen or Sting lute albums!)
	Player
	Favourite album
	Favourite film

	David Bender (West XI)
	Remain in Light, Talking Heads
	Sex, Lies, and Videotape (1989)

	Peter Berkeley (London Saints)
	Sex and Drugs, Ian Dury
	Pulp Fiction (1994)

	Steve Bignell (West XI)
	Pet Sounds, Beach Boys
	Full Metal Jacket (1987)

	Tony Buck (Gents)
	Dare, Human League
	The 39 Steps (1935)

	Mike Bovill (St. Anne’s)
	Hotel California, Eagles
	Schindler’s List (1993)

	Adrian Bullock (12AM)
	The Bends, Radiohead
	Casino Royale (silent on whether 1967 original or 2006 remake)

	Andrew Burman (Gents)
	Sweetheart of the Rodeo, Byrds
	The Dead (1987)

	Sean Carroll (Gents)
	Appetite for Destruction, Guns and Roses
	The Usual Suspects (1995)

	Chris Dane (West XI)
	Exile on Main Street, Rolling Stones
	Goodfellas (1990), 12 minutes later Don’t Look Now (1973)

	Peter Denton (Gents)
	Psychocandy, Jesus and Mary Chain
	Godfather trilogy (1972-1990)

	Bill Flack (NB Weasels/Gents)
	The Sensational Alex Harvey Band Live 
	Oh, Mr. Porter! (1937)

	Richard Gilkes (Gents)
	Republic, New Order
	Grumpy Old Men (1993)

	Maxie Haddow-Allen (St. Anne’s)
	Revolver, Beatles
	Carry on Camping (1969)

	Tristan Haddow-Allen (St. Anne’s)
	Der Ring Des Nibelungen, Richard Wagner 
	Dr. Strangelove (1964) 

	Neil Hadfield (12AM)
	Mingus Ah Um, Charlie Mingus
	Kes (1969)

	Phil Hill (West XI)
	Lily, Natalie Merchant
	West Side Story (1961)

	Krysia Januszczyk (Gents fan)
	London Calling, The Clash
	Gremlins (1984)

	Dave Laing (West XI)
	Dark Side of the Moon, Pink Floyd 
	2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)

	James Lewis (Gents)
	Kind of Blue, Miles Davis
	My favourite film is much more difficult, please can I have a think and I will come back to you. Later nomination Legally Blonde (2001), though claimed to be “just joking”

	Ian Martin (Gents fan)
	Greatest excitement =Appetite for Destruction, Guns and Roses but if I could only listen to one album for the rest of my life, I would go for Exile on Main Street, Rolling Stones
	Apocalypse Now (1979)

	John McGirr (Sunderland SC)
	Stupidity, Dr. Feelgood
	Blue Velvet (1986)

	Jez Owen (NB Weasels)
	There are so many vying for the place, so many different kinds of music I listen to, from thrash metal to classical via jazz. There isn’t one that stands out head and shoulders above the rest. So for now I will nominate In The Court of the Crimson King, King Crimson, though anyone with the skill to play Rachmaninoff’s Third Piano Concerto should get an honourable mention
	Casablanca (1942)

	Hemin Patel (Gents)
	Off the Wall, Michael Jackson
	Pulp Fiction (1994)

	Sanjay Patel (Gents)
	Thriller, Michael Jackson
	Zulu (1964)

	Steve Rennie (West XI)
	Velvet Underground, Velvet Underground
	The Big Lebowski (1998)

	Andy Robinson (West XI)
	The Clash, The Clash
	Leningrad Cowboys (1989)

	Mike Severn (London Rams)
	Automatic for the People, REM
	The Shining (1980)

	Stuart Snelling (Gents)
	Regeneration, Divine Comedy, Steve McQueen, Prefab Sprout a close second
	I can’t choose between Swingers (1996), Dodgeball (2004) and Trading Places (1983). Patches O’Houlihan in Dodgeball (played by the wonderfully named Rip Torn) is the best comedy character in any film I have seen

	Ken Toft (Gents)
	Meat is Murder, The Smiths 
	The Shawshank Redemption (1994)

	Paul Turpin (Gents)
	The Holy Bible, Manic Street Preachers
	Flash Gordon (1980)

	Jonathan Wasse (London Owls)
	What’s the Story?, Oasis
	Kill Bill (2003)

	Phil Walton (West XI)
	The Bends, Radiohead 
	Quadrophenia (1979)

	Chris Wright (West XI)
	Bob Dylan, Blood on the Tracks
	Withnail and I (1987), juvenile and druggy yes but a belting soundtrack, awesome dialogue and a great Jag with its front headlight missing! 


Pulp Fiction won movies gold with two votes, H Bomb and Saint Pete Berkeley. Most selections were filmed in the modern, ‘colour’ era, though Tony Buck and Bill Flack chose b&w classics which stand up supremely well. One colour film, great big poster paint colour in fact, is Maxie H-A’s Carry on Camping, which contains some of the finest dialogue since Chaucer:

Joan Fussey: [Sid has taken Joan to the cinema to see a nudist film] You told me this film was all about camping!
Sid Boggle: It is. They’ve got tents, haven’t they?
Joan Fussey: That’s not what you’re looking at! 

Blessed are the cheesemakers
	“Our fielding was f***ing diabolical”

S Patel, GWLCC AGM, 2 December 2006 
	The West London autumn AGM’s were both well attended (nobody could remember more than 19 at a Gents one) but free of the blood-letting that has sometimes characterised them.


Both reverted to type, with the beloved Sanjay Patel lasting as usual until 9.30pm when, in the manner of previous such evenings, his very eloquence and compassion mastered him in a way that few bowlers can do and he “went.” One minute he was analysing Rob Babar’s outswing, the next falling over in a comedy music hall heap, whereupon his bodyguards put him safely in a cab. A good night, though little was decided that could not have been in less than an hour over a quiet cup of coffee somewhere. This was duly pointed out at the West XI gathering to Mr. Dane, who commented with panache “Where’s your sense of theatre?” Beneath GWLCC’s usual standard of courtesy to guests (the principal reason for Scibo’s departure we recall) were the brickbats hurled at Messrs. Bender and Laing, who were at times in the evening held personally responsible for the perceived sins of their adopted club, rubbish home venue, indigestible salad-free teas, too many recent wins v. The Gents, etc. An apology was subsequently conveyed to them.

Peter Denton held off a fierce challenge from Hemin Patel to succeed Tony Buck as Vice Captain by one vote, and that after a recount, soundly administered by chairman Gilkes. Congratulations, Peter and hard luck Hemin. However, H Bomb, a possible FGC, won Bowler of the Year as well as Most Improved, his first awards. His last four analyses, 7-0-21-2, 5-2-8-4, 7-1-28-0 and 5-2-17-1 were excellent, accurate and demanding of batsmen. The tour truly made him. He came back from the Midlands, as we all did, battered, bruised but slightly wiser. His economy rate, 5.7 before and including Bedouins, dipped to 3.1 thereafter and with the control came the wickets, though Stuart Snelling was unlucky not to regain this gong.

Nabil Husain comfortably retained All Rounder and Batsman of the Year, though SP garnered votes in the former category. Paul Turpin, like Nabil a winner in absentia, rightly won Fielder of the Year, a rare ray of sunshine in a fielding season that, despite the record total of catches, did not meet with the skipper’s approval.

Meanwhile, West XI’s bash was held in an alcove of the Lord Nelson with nothing terribly audible over the usual hubbub of in-jokes. Prabhu Bapu, a rather bewildered soul, was astonishingly appointed Pitchfinder General, with a remit to unify the club’s haphazard approach to where they play. To seasoned campaigners it looked like the most bizarre promotion since those at Grot HQ in ‘The Return of Reginald Perrin’ but no harm was done, as all pitches seem to have been booked without alarm. Chris Wright remains skipper with Stewart Taylor ceding 2-i-c duties to Chris Dane, who will have to show greater decisiveness in the role than he did in the favourite album/film questionnaire. Neepam Bhatt won Batsman, Steve Bignell Bowler, Chris Wright All Rounder and Fielder, Rowan Allerton Young Player and Dave Bender Most Improved.

Education – the great debate 
We have a convert in our midst. Tristan, Wagnerian scholar and cricketing star of the fertile Haddow-Allen family (three brothers and four sisters at the last count), supports The Gent’s campaign for higher standards of literacy. Tris revealed that he spurns no opportunity to correct spelling, punctuation and grammar and gave two splendid examples, one from the white book and one from the blue. “I will not tolerate sloppy English,” he avers with confidence. “You must say hippopotamuses, you can’t say hippopotami.” He is also apt to correct colourful SMS text messages received from his lady friends. For example, a text saying “Im so horny 4 ur gr8 big dick” would incur his wrath and beget a perfectly constructed reply in proper English. When our correspondent asked Tristan if instead of doing all that typing it mightn’t be just as quick and perhaps more fulfilling to get a cab round to the young madam’s place and, in the words of the Old Testament, give her one, he replied “Oh, I always do the next day.” Good man.

At 30 years in the making (1848-78) Tristan’s favourite album, Herr Wagner’s jaunty Ring Cycle, took 29.94 years more to record than some of the nominations. With the Christian name he has, he just had to be a Wagnerian. It was with his film nomination, however, that we entered a strange land. He initially tried to buy time, by saying “It all depends on the mood I am trying to create” but soon committed his final answer, the nuclear war blockbuster Dr. Strangelove. If he can persuade his popsies to get their kit off to that, he might try other global annihilation caper movies such The Day After, The War Game, Threads or even Sidney Lumet’s underrated, chilling Fail-Safe, also released in 1964.
2007 fixtures

	Date
	Gents
	Venue
	West XI
	Venue

	Sat 28 April
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 29 April
	-
	-
	Cincinnati
	Away

	Sat 5 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 6 May
	Pak (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 12 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 13 May
	Sloane Club
	Chelsea
	Thames Water
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 19 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 20 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Gunnersbury Park
	Gents (BAMC)
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 26 May
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 27 May
	Hale
	Away 1.30pm
	Acme
	Away

	Sat 2 June
	-
	
	Menorca
	Away

	Sun 3 June
	London Saints
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Menorca
	Away 

	Sat 9 June
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Berrylands
	-
	-

	Sun 10 June
	-
	-
	Walthamstow Horizontals
	Away

	Tues 12 June
	-
	-
	Dodgems
	Away (evening)

	Sat 16 June
	-
	-
	Saracens Riff
	Away

	Sun 17 June
	Pak (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sat 23 June
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 24 June
	London Rams
	Away
	Lord Nelson Cup
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 30 June
	-
	-
	Wylde Oates
	Ditcheat

	Sun 1 July
	Brondesbury Casuals
	Brondesbury CC
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Dinder

	Sat 7 July
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sun 8 July
	-
	-
	Sunderland SC
	Gunnersbury Park

	Thurs 12 July
	-
	-
	GSK
	Away (evening)

	Sat 14 July
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 15 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Gents (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC

	Sat 21 July
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 22 July
	Jay Bharat
	Fairfield RG
	Captain’s Select
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 28 July
	-
	
	-
	-

	Sun 29 July
	12 Angry Men
	Fairfield RG
	London Saints
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 4 Aug
	Enterprise
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 5 August)
	Away

	Sun 5 Aug
	London Owls
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 4 August)
	Away

	Sat 11 Aug
	-
	-
	North Star
	Away

	Sun 12 Aug
	London Saints
	Old Haberdashers CC
	Acme
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 18 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 19 Aug
	-
	-
	All India
	Home

	Sat 25 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 26 Aug
	Wombles
	Old Tenisonians CC
	-
	-

	Sat 1 Sept
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 2 Sept
	Jay Bharat
	Rickmansworth CC
	Captain’s Select
	Away

	Sat 8 Sept
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 9 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 15 Sept
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 16 Sept
	Salix
	GSK Greenford
	Whalers
	Away


	Gent additions
	Gent removals
	West XI additions
	West XI removals

	+ Sloane Club
	- St. Anne’s
	+ Cincinnati
	- Addington (1742)

	
	- Sunderland SC *
	+ Thames Water
	- Prince’s Head

	
	- Wantage
	+ Dodgems
	- London Rams

	
	- Village XI
	+ Saracens Riff
	- West XI Past

	
	- Bedouins
	+ Wylde Oates
	- Hinton St. Mary’s

	
	- Urban Associates *
	
	- St. Anne’s

	
	
	
	- Staefa

	
	* may be added
	
	- NB Weasels


The remaining nets are at Teddington SC, Broom Road, Teddington TW11 9PJ as follows, 5 GBP per person. 

10-12 am Sunday 25 March 10-12 am Sunday 22 April 

Fixtures have been available for a while, but there are some subtle changes. The London Owls and Enterprise double-header dates have been swapped and there is a possibility of a return with the Sloane Club for, as Mr. Buck wrote: “Cricket fever swept through the Sloane Club the Monday after the AGM, 15 Southern hemisphere types signing up straight away. When the top man heard about it, a three-team competition with trophies, food and drink provided by the Club was proposed for later in the year.”

Minutes of the 2006 GWLCC AGM

Held at the Waggon and Horses PH,

Surbiton, Surrey

Saturday, 2 December 2006

1 Those present (19)

1.1 Committee Tony Buck (Vice-Captain), Andrew Burman (Secretary), Richard Gilkes (Chairman), Patricia Langley (Treasurer) and Sanjay Patel (Captain).

1.2 Members and prospective members Rob Babar, Sean Carroll, Peter Denton, Sachin Desai, Christy Naish, Dhruv Patel, Hemin Patel, Mark Sciberras, Stuart Snelling, Ken Toft and Jim Wright. 

1.3 Guests Dave Bender, Dave Laing and Paul Naish.

2 Apologies for Absence

These were received from Steve Bignell, Phil Hill, Nabil Husain, Ian Richmond, Paul Turpin and Lloyd Wahed.

3 Minutes of the 2005 AGM

These were issued in December 2005 and were agreed as an accurate record. 

4 Treasurer's Report on the 2006 season

No written report was provided. There were some concerns over items of expenditure such as car hire, which had not been pre-authorised. The treasurer was requested to supply more detail. 

5 Secretary’s Report on the 2006 season

A season that was in danger of fizzling out in August ended as it began with a starburst of wins and may therefore be judged ultimately successful, with 13 games won and only eight lost, seven of those coming in nine games mid-season. It was the most prolific batting season in The Gents’ history, the totals of runs both for (3,383) and against (2,943) being records, as was the total of catches taken (73). There were three new record stands and an unprecedented number of six 200-plus totals for (including a club best 290) and two, plus a 199 on tour, against. Village XI’s Roland Heyman and Nabil Husain scored hundreds. Husain (twice), Hemin Patel and three opponents returned four wicket hauls. Though it had its frustrations, 2006 was a pleasant season of promising new players, run gluts and silverware (42-11 Cup, PALs League and the inaugural Old Tenisonians Twenty20), though The Gents had to make do with a 1-1 in the Bob Ashton Memorial Cup, each side gaining a convincing away win after the first game had been cancelled due to rain.

Disappointing aspects of 2006 were the resignations of Justin Norcott and Mark Sciberras, poor timekeeping at the more northerly games and the lack of support for the prestigious Bedouins match on one of the most beautiful and historic grounds in England, which ended a period in which mass absences drove the club’s organisers frantic. This nine-game slump from 17 June to 6 August saw hot weather, resignations, illness, holidays and strong opposition conjoin to deadly effect. Since Black Sunday in May 1992, Gent fans have clung to the hammering inflicted that day by West XI as proof that things could be worse, but those who made the journey to Hampton to watch or play in the Village XI game now have a new badge of honour.
Nobody was irresponsible regarding availability. It was just that there was not much of it in those high summer weeks! Everyone was solicitous, Lloyd Wahed even introducing Alex Young to replace him, yet there were six guests against Jay Bharat and three, none of whom stand-in captain Richard Gilkes had met before, against Brondesbury Casuals. Nabil Husain significantly missed all seven defeats in the dog days, while Messrs. Wright, Snelling and Dhruv Patel made only nine combined appearances. Lack of continuity is a fact of cricket life but it is to be hoped that in 2007 more members will be available midsummer, traditionally when the fixtures are toughest. With a modicum of planning it ought to be so. If not, perhaps electronic tagging should be introduced to stop players wandering off. Let it here be noted that the effort put in by Richard Gilkes to honour the Jay Bharat fixture, even persuading his bookmaker and brother to play, was exemplary. The guests were too numerous to mention but thanks are due to them and those who procured their services. In all, 47 men played.

The positives were plenty. Keen, talented and above all friendly new players in Lloyd Wahed, Sean Carroll, Rob Babar and, later, Alex Young and Darpan Patel gave The Gents a fresh look and it is to be hoped that they will stay with us to complement the old guard for years to come. Their introductions were well managed by Sanjay Patel, an increasingly subtle leader who had to ensure that everyone was involved. He often batted sacrificially low himself to ensure this. There was a rugged, vibrant atmosphere in the team, fine away wins at St. Anne’s, Hale, New Barbarian Weasels, London Saints and West XI, the long-overdue demolition of Urban Associates at Kingston and the sheer luxury of the facilities at Old Tenisonians.

Nabil Husain dominated the batting with four fifties on top of his hundred in an aggregate of 461 in only 11 innings. Jim Wright (twice), Mark Sciberras, Sanjay Patel and Richard Gilkes scored the other Gent fifties. Sanjay contributed 364 runs, 19 wickets, 10 catches and a stumping: Jim Wright 268 runs and 8 wickets in only 8 games, ending just 2 runs shy of Richard Gilkes in the batting. Dhruv Patel, Hemin Patel and Lloyd Wahed ended around the respectable 150 mark and had solid all-round seasons. Nabil also jointly headed the bowling on 20 wickets with Hemin Patel, though at a tidier economy rate, typical of what was more of a seamer’s year. Nabil’s low economy rate (3.4), so vital in limited over games, was bettered by Stuart Snelling (whose bag of wickets did not reflect his excellent, sometimes fearsome spells) and nearly matched by Rob Babar, Sanjay Patel and Jim Wright. The slow men, Tony Buck (18 wickets), Hemin (20), Dhruv (12) and Ketan Patel (7) had some good spells but still averaged four or five an over, copping flak against the likes of Village XI and Brondesbury, when the strike bowlers were absent. There was nowhere to hide if you bowled a long-hop or half-volley on one of the princely 2006 strips. The wicket would not bail you out. In this context, the fielding had to be applauded. It never went to pieces and Sanjay Patel and Paul Turpin enjoyed their spectacular returns of catches.

Yet of more moment than the statistical contributions were the loyalty and commitment shown by Messrs. Buck, Hemin and Sanjay Patel, who missed only seven games between them. The regular latter availability of Messrs. Gilkes and Denton was also greatly appreciated. A special mention must also be made of Ken Toft, a true Gent, who although injured for much of the season came along to support, score, umpire and introduce guests. May everyone winter well.

6 Captain’s Report on the 2006 season

Gents, first of all I would like to thank you all for your efforts this season, a season when we never failed to get a team out and continued the tradition of The Gents’ values of playing the game hard but fair. Andy once again organised teams/magazines/travel arrangements/clothing for HP/hospital trips, etc. His hard work and dedication is why the club continues to survive and prosper, the best news The Gents could get was that he will continue in his role as club guru. Long may he continue in this role, and I am sure a call from the palace for him to collect his knighthood is not far around the corner.

A record 3,383 runs scored was due to contributions from all, with Nabil once again providing the main fireworks with the bat. He may not be the most technically gifted player but he sure knows how to whack a ball and we only hope we will see him again. Jimmy, Richard, Dhruv and Lloyd also put in some quality stints at the crease and with promising knocks from Sean and Hemin, our batting looks safe for the near future. Of course I am not forgetting the efforts from Mr. Extras, who was the backbone of some of our record scores; if he decides to play next season he will definitely be the first on my team list.

The Snarler/Nabil combo proved once again to be as devastating as ever. When both of them are spearheading the attack, The Gents are a formidable side. Often their spells were unplayable and ferocious. Their economy rates were excellent, their wickets totals never a true reflection of their efforts, as nobody can take a slip catch off them. This year’s seam attack has been freshened up by the inclusion of Rob, Lloyd and Sean, all very capable bowlers. Rob was unquestionably the pick of the bunch, bowling with great accuracy and swinging the ball both ways, his bowling against Hale was on a par with West XI’s Chris Dane.

Of course not to forget Hemin, this year has definitely been the year for unearthing spin bowlers, England have Monty, we have H Bomb. He still has a long way to go to get near spin guru Dhruv, but his turnaround from basically being a crap bowler who had no control or clue what he was doing with the ball, into someone who was first change bowler and the person most likely to take a wicket, was nothing short of a miracle. His hard work and determination is an example to us all, his last five bowling displays were match-winning efforts, an outstanding performance. Jimmy and Bucky contributed with some crucial wickets and excellent support bowling and always were willing to sacrifice their overs so that someone else could have a bowl. Hats off to you guys.

HP, Paul T and Sean shared the ’keeping duties. The club has never been so blessed to have three ’keepers of such high quality. HP's improvement behind the stumps was amazing. I will discuss at the AGM the reasons for this. Paul Turpin not only proved to be a very capable ’keeper but also a match-winner whilst fielding in the outfield. His catching against West XI at Berkhamsted was simply outstanding, and one of the biggest reasons why we beat them by such a margin.

I would also like to thank Ken Toft for his support during a injury-plagued season, hopefully 2007 will be a more fruitful season for him.

I will discuss individual performances in a bit more depth at the AGM. I will not be doing the usual match by match report, as this takes way too long and is way too boring. 2006 has been a season of more ups than downs, some excellent team and individual performances. I hope to see everyone there.

7 Proposals for full membership
Rob Babar, Sean Carroll, Sachin Desai, Darpan Patel, Lloyd Wahed and Alex Young were proposed, seconded and elected nem. con. Two gentlemen spending the evening in the saloon bar, Mr. Howlett and Mr. Kelly, also expressed an interest in joining and the secretary promised to invite them to nets. 

8 Proposal for associate or student membership
None was received.

9 Questions to the committee
The question of engraving of the trophies was raised. Jim Wright undertook to implement this, to include the names of all previous winners so that the history was not lost.

10 The 2007 season
10.1 Home venue

The Gents will play their home games at Fairfield RG, Kingston and Old Tenisonians. Victoria RG will no longer be used as it is unfit. 

10.2 Subscriptions and match fees

The annual membership fee and match fee will be unchanged at £40 and £5 respectively. The membership fee should be paid by 31 January 2007.

10.3 Opponents

The number of games will be reduced with no April fixtures and some midseason gaps to 17/18. Despite this it was desired to add Thames Water, Sloane Club and Old Tenisonians to the card.

10.4 Kit

Sanjay Patel will manage the kit but will delegate where necssary. It may be possible to leave some kit at the Albion PH abutting the prospective home venue, Fairfield RG.

10.5 Nets

These will take place at Teddington SC as in previous years.

10.6 Website

Ken Toft will take this over from Mark Sciberras over the winter. The costs are at present approximately £30 per annum for hosting and £30 every two years for the use of the domain name gowlcc.org. Mark indicated that the website had had 16,900 payloads and 4,605 visitors in 2006 including 1,142 first time visitors. A vote of thanks was passed to him for his superb efforts.

11 Any other business

11.1 Sanjay Patel asked Mark Sciberras to expand on the reasons why he had left the club. Mark explained that his new job and new house left him with little time at weekends. He felt the club was in good health, though it had changed in some respects, and hoped that his exit would not therefore cause a problem.

11.2 The Captain and Chairman decided that the club would fund the evening’s expenditure.

12 Election of Committee

The following Officers were re-elected nem. con. Chairman Richard Gilkes, Vice-Captain Tony Buck, Secretary Andrew Burman and Treasurer Patricia Langley. After a ballot for Vice-Captain between Peter Denton and Hemin Patel, Peter Denton was elected. 

13 The 2006 awards

The 2006 awards were voted for as follows:

All Rounder Nabil Husain

Batsman Nabil Husain

Bowler Hemin Patel

Fielder Paul Turpin

Most Improved Hemin Patel

Special Award Andrew Burman

14 Close of meeting

The meeting closed at 10.30pm.

15 Financial statement

	GWLCC Income and Expenditure Statement 2005/6

	Income (£)
	
	Expenditure (£)
	

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	500.00
	Pitches
	-775.00

	Match fees
	852.00
	Old Tenisonians -394.00
	

	Sublets of pitches
	325.00
	LB Kingston -381.00
	

	12 Angry Men 43.00
	
	Share of pitches and teas
	-182.00

	London Rams 43.00
	
	Teas
	-558.79

	Wantage 20.00
	
	Nets
	-153.60

	Old Tenisonians 95.00
	
	Playing kit/First Aid
	-163.91

	London Owls 35.00
	
	Transport
	-221.65

	Enterprise 30.00
	
	Taxis -35.00 
	

	Wombles 30.00
	
	Twenty20 -115.33
	

	Urban Associates 29.00
	
	Berkhamsted -71.32
	

	Teas
	356.00
	Tour
	-476.15

	Nets
	109.60
	Hotel -336.00
	

	Donations
	150.00
	Meals -140.15
	

	
	
	Postage
	-3.80

	
	
	Website
	-30.00

	
	
	Telephone calls
	-13.00

	
	
	
	

	Total
	2,292.60
	Total
	-2,577.90


	GWLCC Working Capital November 2006

	Income (£)
	2,292.60
	Expenditure (£)
	(2,577.90)

	
	
	
	

	Profit/(loss)
	
	
	(285.30)


Notes

1. The report and accounts were prepared by Patricia Langley B.A. (Hons), AICM (Cert).

2. Cash at 22 November £446.50.










