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“Alienation” (Darren Tagger) *

* on display at Gunnersbury Park museum until September 
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Panic on the streets of Brentford

Gents 1-0 West XI after fireworks with bat and ball 
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Start late against this man (and his firm, background) at your peril
	Every once in a while a cricket team has ‘one of those days’ and it is a pity that a formula is not available to calculate this, for West XI suffered an horrendous combination of ill-luck and self-inflicted wounds to perform well below their usual standards in the first leg of the 2007 BAMC. To deal with the issues within their control, only four of their players were there at the appointed time, the game not starting until 1.40pm, 40 minutes late. While an improvement of 20 minutes over Old Tenisonians 2006, they still have a way to go, but The Gents were not complaining as Stuart Snelling, wound up by the late start and bowling faster than for some years, was deadly. May it always be so. The result was that West XI were on the back foot all day. This was never more visible than during their innings, when they hung around in disparate groups, only Mr. Hill providing any support from the boundary’s edge.


West XI also suffered cruel misfortune with the injury to Prabhu Bapu, their Visiting Fellow in the Cambridge University economics department, which left them a bowler and top-order bat light. Poor Steve Rennie, who on this ground in 2004 ran out two Gents with brilliant throws, will also have better days, dropping two catches and scoring a duck. In passing, we hope Steve’s son enjoyed his day out, we all tried to make him welcome.

Yet a team can only play as well as it is allowed and The Gents came up with a strong performance, one that is difficult to fault. There was some spectacular batting and bowling but one thing that exemplified the attitude of the team was the chasing of the ball in the deep, the sheer refusal to concede any fours.

Steve Bignell took his 400th. club wicket when Barling stumped Dhruv and The Gent offers hearty congratulations. We have seen (and suffered) a fair few of them, both in the medium-pace days and his modern leg-break era. The match ball, a bargain £2.99 from Lillywhites, was presented to Steve after the game as a memento. The ageless Bignell later tried to large up his career West London total to 500, but he was sadly seeing double regarding his Gent haul (50). However, he did fox a few with his quiz question ‘Name the only two democracies to have declared war on each other’. Britain and Finland, WW2, if you didn’t know. 

Though the margin of victory was The Gents’ largest in this series, it seems that no other club records were broken. It was not even the club’s highest score at Gunnersbury Park – Steve Jones’s 158 not out saw to that in 2002 – while West XI’s 56 all out at Wimbledon Park in September 1994 remains their nadir. Nabil Husain’s 76 took him above Nick Boddington to fifth in the career batting aggregates and was his 14th. score of 50-plus, in only his 38th. innings. Only Ashton (25 in 144 innings), Wright (17 in 137) and Sanjay Patel (16 in 163) have scored more. West XI’s match report, printed later, takes a more critical view of the Beggar performance than do we and exultant Gent fans would do well to remember the role reversal of 2005 – game one West XI 165-9, Gents 60 all out, game two Gents storming back to win a 12-a-side game 125-10 to 114. 

Veteran to make shock comeback?

This win has rekindled the enthusiasm for Gents cricket in the bosom of MWH Ashton, though expect this to wane should Wright’s men turn the series round. Indeed, the great man is muttering about “possibly, err, playing the odd game” and may move back South, all on the strength of back-to-back wins against the old enemy. Mark has not been seen at a Gents game since his grudging four-hour appearance at Berkhamsted in September 2003, though he is believed to have buzzed Victoria RG in his helicopter a few weeks before that. We at Gent House would pay good folding money to see Husain, Ashton and SP in the same team (and the combined total of 10 runs guaranteed). On being told that the dismissal of Wright was “planned” by the subtle moving of Mr. Wahed, Mark could only recall two of his 222 GWLCC wickets being the result of moving the field. “I moved Hubbocks to gully in 1992 and he caught Jim Irvine.” Indeed so, though West XI still made 263. The second was “that woman who batted for Sunderland, when I brought everyone round the bat.” This was Andy Ansell in 1997, the poor lady being so frightened by the sight of the absurdly behatted Ashton charging in that she let the ball hit her stumps, to great whoops from Ashton (but stunned silence from everyone else). Great days.

Ars gratia artis
The graffito on page one works on so many levels. The medium of spray paint on chipboard is intrinsic, the colours bold, vibrant and contemporary. The insertion of the ‘H’ in the wrong part of the “BREAT” poses vital questions of cultural alienation. It is as if the artist realised, or was perhaps told, that he had misspelled the word but was none too picky where he stuck his ‘H’. And how could he have misspelled this simple word yet got the apostrophe correct? You have to understand a little of the artist’s life to appreciate fully the work. Tagger was employed in Gunnersbury Park as a Community Service Volunteer but found the endless grind of weeding and skimming the pond unchallenging. Thus did he embark on his aesthetic mission. Well worth £25m.

Meanwhile, we have to revert to the gift that keeps on giving, the splendid, Pevsner-lauded interior of the Gunnersbury Park pavilion. How it has never attained Grade 1 Listed status is a mystery. When access was gained at about five o’clock, one or two brave souls attempted to use the facilities inside but were driven back by the noxious stench. Historians record that in 1854, London experienced the third in a series of four outbreaks of cholera, which resulted in the deaths of over 10,000 people. At the time, no one knew what caused cholera or how it was spread. The popular theory was that cholera was the result of miasma, or bad air, such as that which repulsed the abovementioned hardy cricketers. It was during the 1854 epidemic that Dr. John Snow observed that a high incidence of the disease was occurring amongst residents drawing water from a well in Broad Street, near Golden Square, Soho. Further investigations revealed a sewer running close to the well. It was Dr. Snow who showed that cholera was spread through contaminated water, and not in the air. Kew Bridge Steam Museum, less than a mile from Gunnersbury Park, featured an exhibition on Dr. Snow in 2005.

Sitcom lefties

Again we are indebted to Ken Toft, who knows about these things, for supplying a thread relating to unexpected lefties. Member 91 posted: “ Stephen Lewis, Blakey the bus inspector in On the Buses, used to campaign for Labour in various London constituencies. I once saw him and Clive ‘Corporal Jones’ Dunn, both in character, shouting “Vote Labour!” through megaphones on an open-topped bus.” In direct contrast to Terry Scott who had, let us say, old-fashioned views, which belied his kindly, bumbling Terry Medford character. The question to be answered is in which election were Blakey and Jonesy troubling the electorate in this manner? If it was 1970 they made a right mess as Ted Heath got in for the Tories! Furthermore, would you vote for a political party because Blakey or Jonesy told you to? This is all very worrying.

The Last Ball of Summer
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AEJ Collins 1885-1914
	‘The Last ball of Summer’ by Steve Bignell, to be privately published in a few weeks, is the latest novel from the prolific West XI author and is unquestionably his best yet. There has been no compromise on quality and unlike ‘Birdsong’, perhaps the most celebrated of recent Great War novels, more than a few laughs, interwoven into grim subject matter by the hands of a skilful writer. The story was inspired by the boys and old boys of Clifton College, who volunteered en masse to fight the Hun. Few came back.

The picture is of Arthur Edward Jeune Collins, of the Royal Engineers, who was killed in action on 11 November 1914. He became famous by scoring 628 not out for Clarke’s House v. North Town, in a Junior house match at Clifton College, in June 1899, when only thirteen-years-old. During the six hours and fifty minutes he was in he hit a six, four fives, thirty-one fours , thirty-three threes, and 146 twos, carrying his bat through the innings. Clarke’s, who scored 836, won by an innings and 688 runs.


‘Blackadder Goes Forth’ wrung some good lines out of the trenches and Bignell is following in that tradition of laughing in the face of horror. And what horror! Imagine West XI and a few Gents volunteering to join a Pals battalion in WW1, as many friends and work mates did at that time. What would they have thought of lying petrified and wet in their trenches waiting to go over the top or lying halfmad with shellshock in a field hospital? The answer would seem to be cricket and sex, which is reasonable. Miss this brilliant book at your peril.

2007 fixtures

	Date
	Gents
	Venue
	West XI
	Venue

	Sun 29 April
	-
	-
	Cincinnati
	Lost by 6 wickets

	Sun 6 May
	Pak (PALs)
	Won by 54 runs
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Lost by 16 runs

	Sun 13 May
	Sloane Club
	Cancelled (rain)
	Thames Water
	Cancelled (no oppo)

	Sun 20 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Won by 115 runs
	Gents (BAMC)
	Lost by 115 runs

	Sun 27 May
	Hale
	Cancelled (rain)
	Acme
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sat 2 June
	-
	-
	Menorca
	Lost by 95 runs

	Sun 3 June
	London Saints
	Won by 121 runs
	Menorca
	Won by 5 wickets

	Sat 9 June
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Dundonald RG
	-
	-

	Sun 10 June
	-
	-
	Walthamstow Horizontals
	Away

	Tues 12 June
	-
	-
	Dodgems (Twenty20)
	Away (evening)

	Sat 16 June
	-
	-
	Saracens Riff
	Away

	Sun 17 June
	Pak (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sun 24 June
	London Rams
	Away
	Lord Nelson Cup
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sat 30 June
	-
	-
	Wylde Oates
	Ditcheat

	Sun 1 July
	Brondesbury Casuals
	Brondesbury CC
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Dinder

	Sat 7 July
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sun 8 July
	-
	-
	Sunderland SC
	Gunnersbury Park

	Thurs 12 July
	-
	-
	GSK (Twenty20)
	Away (evening)

	Sun 15 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Gents (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC

	Sun 22 July
	Jay Bharat
	Fairfield RG
	Captain’s Select
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sun 29 July
	12 Angry Men
	Fairfield RG
	London Saints
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 4 Aug
	Enterprise
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 5 August)
	Away

	Sun 5 Aug
	London Owls
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 4 August)
	Away

	Sat 11 Aug
	-
	-
	North Star
	Away

	Sun 12 Aug
	London Saints
	Old Haberdashers CC
	Acme
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sun 19 Aug
	-
	-
	All India
	Home

	Sun 26 Aug
	Wombles
	Old Tenisonians CC
	-
	-

	Sun 2 Sept
	Jay Bharat
	Rickmansworth CC
	Captain’s Select
	Away

	Sun 9 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sun 16 Sept
	Salix
	GSK Greenford
	Whalers
	Away

	Runs

Wickets

Catches
	Husain 215, Kain 87, D Patel 84, Denton 74, Wahed 51

S Patel 9, Husain/H Patel 5, E Babar 3 

Wahed 3, R Babar/Carroll 2


Water shortage and downpours

Sad to report no West XI or Gents cricket on 13 or 27 May. Keen meteorologist Tony Buck consulted his diary in April and murmured that “We could have played on every Sunday this year” but come the keenly anticipated trips to Burton’s Court and Hale it hammered it down. Nor did the Beggars fare any better, though they had two extra days to prepare for an afternoon’s Premiership football as Thames Water, proposed by Wednesday player Mr. Laing at the AGM as prospective Gent oppo, could not raise a side for the 13 May game. Gabby Logan’s popular ‘Sports First’ programme dealt thoroughly with the issue.

Thus, only two games were completed by the end of May. You have to go back to the nine-game season of 1990 to find such comparable deprivation, though only three out of the first six games in the splendid 2000 campaign could be played (see later). There is a possibility that one or two games might be added in July/August. Sloane Club are keen to rearrange, for there are spare dates at Burton’s Court and Old Tenisonians away is a possibility. We are pursuing the matter.

Part of the early lack of cricket was of our own making, viz. the no April cricket AGM decision, but had St. Anne’s offered us the usual opener we would probably have accepted. However, rather oddly they didn’t (nor did they want to play in the August Twenty20 at Old Tenisonians). It seems as though the clubs have gone their separate ways, a far cry from the days when The Gents were described on their web-site as “firm allies (who have) given us enormous help in developing our fixture list” and a cup was minted for the annual clash. Mind you, all contact has not been lost with St. Anne’s, as their other reject oppo have been graciously referred to us. 

But why should this be so? The Gent is in the dark, though there is anecdotal evidence of a thundering and public denunciation of St. Anne’s tactics administered to captain Maxie H-A by a senior Gent after the 2006 match. Conspiracy theorists will delight in the fact that the Gent responsible was the prime mover in negating 2007 April cricket. 

Game 1: Fairfield RG, Kingston, Sunday 6 May. Gents won toss. Cloudy, 20°
Gents prevail on terror track

A powerful Gent attack, supported by excellent catching and outcricket, redeemed the patchy earlier efforts of the batsmen, to record only the second victory against this gracious opposition in five matches. A dangerous pitch, that offered a combination of comedy prodigious bounce and shooters, helped neither side and in this context the grafting innings of Husain and Ed Babar, and to no less extent the blasts by Hemin Patel and Naveed Khan, were commendable. Six ducks, including a Golden for the chairman, told its own story.

Pak were missing stars from previous encounters such as Fawad, Mahmood and Nasir but after some midweek negotiations they had the basis of a full team, helped by friends and relations who rotated the boundary fielding position. Naveed Khan led his young team well throughout, though he might have batted higher up, suffering a crisis of confidence after a disappointing 2006. The Gents meanwhile debuted Ed Babar, the tall, strapping younger brother of Rob, who was to have no little influence on proceedings, and Yu Himm Fung, who was loaned out to even up the numbers.

SP won the toss and batted, but Gilkes was back in the hutch in the second over, swiping his first ball to cover to join the Primary Club, before Carroll, well held by young Hamed, soon joined him. Denton had struck three good fours, two in the first over, but soon lost his rag and was bowled. Toft and Husain added 27, the latter opening with a flurry of boundaries. Ken looked back to his best and the spectators were applauding his second boundary, prematurely as it transpired, for the ball seemed to die before falling into the hands of the grateful deep midwicket running back. Husain soon followed bowled after defying the wicket and the bowlers for 13 overs. He might have fallen early but slip grassed a tough one, and he had been recalled after an upheld appeal under Law 33. Not his most fluent knock then, but one worth its weight in gold to the team. 

The pitch was playing all sorts of tricks but SP was right to berate his batters, Husain apart, for playing Twenty20 cricket. Yet he and Wahed fared little better, though Sanjay did strike the only six of the innings, a monster straight down the ground, before being fingered, perhaps harshly, caught behind. When Rob Babar was superbly caught Abdul Ghaffar in the gully, The Gents were 99 for 8, way south of expectations. Ed Babar had looked a destructive batsman in the nets but here he got his head down while Hemin played the expansive shots, his four 4’s being a joy to behold. They put on 39 before Ed was run out going for a tight second, Hemin following soon after, to the disappointment of Mr. Snelling, whose had counselled caution as there were plenty of overs to come. No Gent was happy at half-time, though Pak had bowled sensibly and caught their catches.

Naveed Khan gave his men a team talk, no need to panic, only four an over, short boundaries, need for sensible batting, wait for the bad ball, etc. Indeed, his blistering 36 not out ticked most of these boxes but he had inherited a position of 40-8 in 13.3 overs. Though Snelling struggled a little with his line, Husain was on the money from ball one, inducing George to drive to mid-off Rob Babar, pinning Shazad lbw and castling Naeem. Ed Babar, bowling very fast, produced identical figures, also from four overs, to rip the heart out of the innings. The crucial wicket was Ghaffar’s, a wonderful catch running back by deep extra-cover Toft, who soon ran out Waheed with a direct hit. Khan’s blast, well supported by Mossey, restored some respectability amidst irritating boundary invasions by the summer footballers. A win against Pak is to be savoured and skipper Naveed kindly wrote: “Congratulations once again to you guys. Sorry we didn’t make the game more competitive. Hopefully the return game next month will be a closer affair. Many thanks and best of luck for your next game.”

Gents; †Denton 12, Gilkes 0, Carroll 6, Husain 39, Toft 7, Wahed 3, *S Patel 9, R Babar 0, E Babar 10, H Patel 27, Snelling 0 not out, Extras 24, 139 all out (27.5 overs)

FoW; 9, 15, 32, 59, 77, 85, 95, 99, 138, 139

Bowling; Maani 0-22, Ahmed 2-22, Hasan 2-17, Ghaffar 2-20, Waheed 2-24, Yas 1-7, Khan 0-0

Catches; Ahmed 2, Ghaffar 1, Hamed 1, Khan 1, Shazad 1

Pak; Shazad 4, George 5, Ghaffar 16, Naeem 0, Fung 0, Waheed 3, Maani 0, Hasan 0, Hamed 4, †*Khan 36 not out, Mossey 4, Extras 13, 85 all out (21.5 overs)

FoW; 9, 15, 16, 30, 39, 40, 40, 40, 52, 85 
Bowling; Snelling 0-20, Husain 3-10, E Babar 3-10, S Patel 1-8, R Babar 0-8, H Patel 2-8, Wahed 0-14 

Catches; R Babar 1, E Babar 1, Carroll 1, Gilkes 1, S Patel 1, Toft 1 

Won by 54 runs

Game 2: Gunnersbury Park, Brentford. Sunday 20 May. Gents won toss. Cloudy, 20°
Gents thrive amid Beggar chaos

The Gents took merciless advantage of Beggar disarray to record their most convincing win in this series. From a parlous 11 for 2, the middle-order scored quickly and heavily, Nabil Husain (76) leading the way with sparkling support from Dhruv Patel (39) and Lloyd Wahed (27), while HP Denton’s grafting 17 was also praiseworthy. After a stodgy start, West XI were beginning to fight back but collapsed from 77 for 4 to 79 all out, with Husain and SP producing the alarming analyses of 4-3-1-2 and 2-2-0-3 respectively, Wahed taking three excellent catches. The Beggars were chastened by the experience, but only a fool would write them off.

Sanjay won the toss and batted on a pleasant afternoon, losing Gilkes to his second successive Golden Duck and Carroll, well caught by Bhatt at point. Denton, having cut two fours in Hill’s first over, then dropped anchor as Husain went for his shots, a little less fluently than normal to begin with. Still, 61 came off 13.3 overs. HP was well caught Allerton senior in the 18th. over but this only let in Dhruv, advance guard of a fluent-looking middle-order. And so it proved, stands resulting of 45 in 10.3 overs (Husain/Dhruv) and 52 in just 6 overs (Dhruv and Wahed). Nabil’s 76 contained 7 fours and was compiled in 19.5 overs. It was not chanceless – he was dropped three times – but was a matchwinner. Dhruv struck four fours and Wahed two fours and the only six of the innings, a monster Pietersenesque pick up over mid-wicket off Bender. Hemin fell late to leave the skipper and Buck not out, the final total 194 for 7, 113 coming off the last 15 overs. West XI’s fielding never wilted but they looked a tired lot as tea was taken outside the sumptuously painted pavilion. Wright and Bhatt bowled well for West XI and Bignell took his 400th. wicket for the club when Barling stumped Dhruv.

Lacking Taylor, Vine and Dane from their victorious 2005 side, West XI were soon in trouble. Barling had kept manfully but his reward was a shooter from the metronomic fast-medium Husain, one of the few balls that misbehaved all day. Rennie could not fathom him or the fearsome Snelling and looked relieved to be out of the fray, lbw in the 8th. over. A major reconstruction job was therefore left to the remaining batsmen, as the required run rate was rising all the time, hitting 6 in the fourth over and 8 as early as the 13th.

Bignell was untroubled and Neepam Bhatt provided some much-needed impetus as SP changed to Hemin bowling from the top end and Babar from the pavilion. He lofted Hemin for six into the trees for what would astonishingly be the only boundary of the innings, but then lost his venerable partner, run out by a smart throw from Carroll. The Bhatt/Wright partnership provided great entertainment as they put the fielders under pressure, Mr. Babar missing a tough run out opportunity standing two feet away from the stumps. With only five seconds to pounce and break the woodwork, with the batsmen both encamped at the top end, he opted to lob the ball in a comedy parabola several yards wide of the target. Never mind, as three balls after drinks Bhatt drove Hemin hard and high to long-off specially placed back, Wahed making ten yards and pouching a wonderful catch.

Wright and Walton did what they could before on 77 Snelling struck, bowling Walton. Within a few minutes, the scorer was complaining of repetitive strain injury, so frequently was he having to write ‘Sunset Strip’ in the FoW. Another Lloyd Wahed classic catch, a juggling affair at cover off Snelling, saw off Wright and the innings was dying on its feet. Sanjay Patel brought himself on and took three wickets in his second over, Bender lbw, young Rowan brilliantly caught low down (Wahed again) and Hill bowled. Babar ran out Laing and it was all over, the injured Bapu unable to bat. A convincing win, then, against what was by the end a despondent team.

Gents; †Denton 17, Gilkes 0, Carroll 1, Husain 76, D Patel 39, Wahed 27, *S Patel 6 not out, H Patel 2, A Buck 4 not out, R Babar, Toft and Snelling did not bat, Extras 23, 194 for 7 (35 overs)

FoW; 9, 11, 72, 117, 169, 173, 175

Bowling; Wright 2-18, Hill 1-38, Bhatt 1-32, Bapu 0-5, Laing 0-34, Bignell 3-47, Bender 0-16

Catches; K Allerton 1, R Allerton 1, Bhatt 1

Stumping; Barling 1

West XI; Bignell 13, †Barling 1, Rennie 0, Bhatt 26, *Wright 16, Walton 9, Bender 0, K Allerton 2 not out, R Allerton 0, Hill 0, Laing 0, Bapu absent injured, Extras 12, 79 all out (26.4 overs)

FoW; 4, 8, 40, 58, 77, 77, 77, 77, 77, 79

Bowling; Snelling 2-8, Husain 2-1, H Patel 1-32, Babar 0-32, S Patel 3-0

Catches; Wahed 3

Won by 115 runs

The Bignell angle

West XI slumped to their third comprehensive defeat of the season at Gunnersbury Park yesterday (Sunday 20 May), losing by 115 runs to The Gentlemen of West London in the first match of the Bob Ashton Memorial Cup series. This result was as emphatic as the scoreline suggests and, following on from the end of 2006, was a record-equalling sixth successive defeat for the club. 

Already without the likes of Taylor, Dane, Norcott and Vine, the Beggars suffered another setback when Prabhu Bapu injured his hand attempting a return catch and was unable to bat. The Gunnersbury pitch was lively but an improvement on two weeks ago and Chris Wright made good use of it early on, bowling Gilkes and having Carroll taken low at point by Neepam Bhatt. Chris posted 2-18 but none of the other bowlers could contain Nabil Husain, who made a fine 76, Dhruv Patel (39) or the big-hitting Lloyd Wahed as The Gents piled up 194-7. Steve Bignell dismissed Husain and claimed his 400th. wicket for the club when Dhruv was smartly stumped by Mark Barling. Despite some hard chances going down the creaking bones in the West XI field held up well, particularly at the end of the innings. 

Bignell was drafted in as opener to see off Snelling and Husain, but Barling was undone by a grubber and Rennie pinned leg before. A tiring Stevie B was run out but Neep and Wrighty revived hopes briefly before both holed out in the deep to the excellent Wahed, who later claimed a hat-trick of catches by holding on to a blistering pull from Rowan Allerton. Phil Walton made a few good hits but when he was bowled by the returning Snelling the paper-thin West XI middle and lower order collapsed like a pack of cards from 77-4 to 79 all out, only Chairman Alie showing any resistance. Sanjay Patel dismissed Rowan, Bender and Hill in the same over and the game was up. An interesting statistical note was that no fours were hit during the West XI innings, the single boundary being a six over cover point by Neepam Bhatt. Much of the running between the wickets was also highly comical and totally unprofessional.

The 2007 Gents are a younger, more talented side but this spineless dénouement was embarrassing to say the least and the Beggars are now desperately in need of some younger blood, or greater commitment from some of its present members, otherwise matters are only going to get worse.


Law Watch

Right budding umpires, bone up on the laws and learn from the righteous Mr. Gilkes, who correctly applied Law 33 in the Pak game after Mr. Husain, having played the ball towards the stumps, gloved it away to prevent it hitting them. The oppo skipper sportingly withdrew the appeal after the club supremo had raised his finger.

Law 33 (Handled the ball)
1. Out Handled the ball
Either batsman is out Handled the ball if he wilfully touches the ball while in play with a hand or hands not holding the bat unless he does so with the consent of the opposing side.

2. Not out Handled the ball
Notwithstanding 1 above, a batsman will not be out under this Law if 
(i) he handles the ball in order to avoid injury.
(ii) he uses his hand or hands to return the ball to any member of the fielding side without the consent of that side. Note, however, the provisions of Law 37.4 (Returning the ball to a member of the fielding side).

Appeals under Law 31 (Timed out), Law 34 (Hit the ball twice) and Law 37 (Obstructing the field) have yet to figure in a Gents’ game though Phil Hill of West XI was once given out under Law 34. The contemporary press reported this as a howler by Scotch umpire Ian Harper-Dallas, as Hill was defending his wicket. A padded up Dhruv in his distracted moments is a Law 31 appeal waiting to happen but it somehow never has.

Law 37 might, however, have been invoked at Gunnersbury Park this year had Kevin Allerton not held on to catch HP Denton. The ball was in mid-air when HP was heard to ejaculate an unfavourable comment in West XI’s direction. The Law states “Either batsman is out Obstructing the field if he wilfully obstructs or distracts the opposing side by word or action” and the burly opener would not have had a leg to stand on had the Beggars appealed.

Great stuffings

Mr. Toft wrote: I thought this might interest you. This is a link to a club that I used to play for in Sheffield (Richmond CC). The ‘unsure’ references are a bit off-putting but you still get the drift. This result is probably due to a mismatch resulting from the decline of cricket in Sheffield over the last 20 years or so – there used to be two leagues with around 14 divisions between them. From what I can make out Harley were relegated from a higher and obviously stronger division. 
Sat 26 May 2007 14:00

Result: Harley 1st XI Won by 214 runs

League: Sheffield Cricket League

Harley 1st XI won the toss and decided to bat

Highlights: You’ve gotta be kidding…


Springwatch – the 2000 season
After dismal early season weather had caused two cancellations, The Gents enjoyed an unbeaten May to christen their most successful season (P21 W15 D3 L3), the first under the captaincy of Stuart Snelling, who had taken over from Mark Ashton in the winter. The palatial Winchmore Hill CC saw 12 Angry Men, including HP Denton, rather let a new-look Gents (three debutants in Beepath, Evans and Sciberras) off the hook, Snelling and crackpot ’keeper Chris Beaumont adding an unbeaten and therefore match-winning 42 for the 8th. wicket. In contrast, The Gents should then have won a declaration game after Jim Wright became the second Gent centurion, but Wandham’s tail dug in from a precipitous 29-7 to secure the draw.

Jim and Nick Boddington, whose bowling analysis is not mistyped, were then on form v. Mr. Toft’s Owls, Eddie Fitch opting to join The Gents post-match, something which caused Beggar and then full-time Gent baiter Andy Robinson to pen a long denunciation. The rains then returned, causing cancellation of the Sunderland SC fixture, before West XI were shaded by another Wright 50 (plus 3 wickets), a super spell of spin by Dhruv Patel and excellent catching, including a match-turning pouch (not his last in this series) from long-off Scibo to dismiss the dangerous Kiwi giant Taipari . After this start, there was wild and crazy talk of ‘an unbeaten season’, a delusion which persisted for another week, as Saints were beaten up at Enfield, before Enterprise pitched up to inflict a stunning win. More in Gent 113. 

	7/5
	Winchmore Hill
	12 Angry Men 121 (Harper 41, Hadfield 32, Bullock 21, Wright 3-37, D Patel 3-41), Gents 122-8 (Snelling 26*, D Patel 20, Evans 20)
	Won by 2 wickets

	14/5
	Fire Brigade,

Epsom
	Gents 185-9 dec. (Wright 102, Evans 23, Wardle 5-53), Wandham 80-7 (Carbro 27*, Snelling 4-19, S Patel 3-11)
	Drawn

	21/5
	Victoria RG
	London Owls 98 (Fitch 36, Barton 34, Boddington 4-0), Gents 101-3 (Wright 46*, Boddington 24*)
	Won by 7 wickets

	4/6
	Victoria RG
	Gents 139 (Wright 61, C Wright 4-23), West XI 109 (Charlton 26, D Patel 4-22, Wright 3-20)
	Won by 30 runs


Richmond 1st XI


 �
 �
 �
�
�
Jones�
ct Unsure�
b  Unsure   �
13  �
�
+Fox�
ct Unsure�
b  Unsure   �
25  �
�
Burton�
ct Unsure�
b  Unsure   �
16  �
�
Sturgeon�
ct Unsure�
b  Unsure   �
1  �
�
Allen�
  �
b  Unsure   �
24  �
�
Baker�
  �
b  Unsure   �
2  �
�
Holland�
ct Unsure�
b  Unsure   �
4  �
�
*Allen�
Not Out�
  �
5  �
�
Uylett�
ct Unsure�
b  Unsure   �
5  �
�
Richardson�
  �
b  Unsure   �
1  �
�
Woodhead�
ro Unsure�
  �
0  �
�
Extras �
   �
16�
�
Total �
(all out,  33.1 overs)  �
112�
�






Harley - 1st XI


 �
 �
 �
�
�
�
�
�
Unsure�
Not Out�
  �
206  �
�
�
�
�
Unsure�
Not Out�
  �
99  �
�
�
�
�
Extras �
�
21�
  �
�
Total �
(0 wickets, 44 overs)  �
326�
 �
�












