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A SEVERE WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED

The summer that never was (or isn’t yet)
The cancellations of the London Rams and the first Old Tenisonians games were the third and fourth of 2007. Only five games have been played to date, compared to, for example, 11 by end June 1999. Not playing costs the club money. Sloane Club was going to be a free game, Hale only charge 25 GBP for teas, as they own their own ground, and we and Derby would have split the cost of the luxury Belair facility at say 25 GBP each. Sadly, vandals had desecrated the pitch at Dulwich so it would have been unlikely that a game could have gone ahead. Old Tenisonians would have been a breakeven game. People are feeling apocalyptic about this but take comfort that the worst season hitherto for weather, 2000, ended up the club’s best ever. Gent 112 recalled the cancellations in April of that year of Urban Associates, Exiles and Sunderland SC. By season’s end Exiles would be off again and Plums and Bedouins abandoned, six games in all ruined by the weather. 

A lot of weather comparisons are unscientific, lacking a control, but change is happening. The flowering of hawthorn, normally around the middle of May, is considered to signify the start of summer. This year, the earliest flowering hawthorn was recorded on 9 April. Similarly, the spectacular Centurio Iratus (or to give it its common name Angry Captain) does not usually flower until July, but this year was observed in full glory in a field in Kingston, Surrey on 6 May. It remains to say please be patient if you are not selected for a game. The committee is trying to give everyone a fair shake in difficult circumstances.

Kingston future in doubt
Although we have only played twice at Fairfield RG (the April game referred to below was West XI v. Cincinnati), the problem of our home pitches is not going to disappear. We are on the upward trajectory as a club and in order to provide cricket of good quality we must have better wickets. Negotiations are continuing with Old Tenisonians to secure more home games there but a simple short-term fix for 2008 might be to move the Kingston games to LB Merton and play at Dundonald RG or Raynes Park PF. Let us first see what response if any we get from Quadron to this letter, which was sent by the Secretary on 20 June. 

To the Parks Supervisor and Horticultural Development Manager, Quadron Services

Dear Sirs,

I am writing on behalf on behalf of my cricket club, the GWLCC, concerning the dangerous and unacceptable state of the cricket pitches at Fairfield RG, Kingston, where we have played three times this season with five more games to come. My club has hired pitches from RB Kingston since 1992 and have been pleased to recommend that other clubs hire your facilities. This season we reluctantly moved from Victoria RG, our regular venue, as the pitches had become too dangerous. We heard that Fairfield RG had better pitches but so far have been disappointed. I can understand that pitch preparation would have been difficult after the dry spell in the spring and can overlook the consequent irregular bounce we suffered in the April and early May games. However, there has been plenty of rain lately and we were all looking forward to an improvement last Sunday 17 June. Sadly, the bounce was again irregular and positively dangerous, with balls shooting along the ground or over batsmen’s heads.

It seemed to us as though the wicket had had no preparation other than a cutting several days before and having the crease lines painted. The table needs a heavy roller and some serious maintenance. I hope that you will give some consideration to investing more in the wickets, as Fairfield RG is such a pleasant location. We do not want to leave the borough as we have had so many great times there but we are there to enjoy our cricket and have to have a reasonable standard of wicket.

I would add that the facilities in terms of the outfield, the changing accommodation/showers and the welcome from the groundsman on duty have been excellent. We left a chair outside the pavilion when we finished on Sunday, which was an oversight. I apologised to the groundsman and assure you there will be no recurrence.

I would be grateful for a response to the points made above.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully, etc.
Gents shatter batting records
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Paul Kain (Very Able)
	As if releasing the pent-up frustration of the Sloane Club and Hale cancellations, The Gents unleashed a batting display of raging fury on 3 June at Old Tenisonians CC. Three important records were set. The total of 325-5 in 40 overs was the club’s highest ever (previously 290-3 v. London Rams at the same venue in 2006 in 35 overs). The 162 third-wicket stand between Paul Kain (left) and Nabil Husain eclipsed the 156 (also for the third wicket) posted against Enterprise by Hubbocks and Ashton in 1992 as a record partnership for any Gent wicket. The 509 runs scored in the day was also a record, beating the 508 set in the above London Rams game. Nabil’s third ton, the tenth in the club’s history, equalled Jim Wright’s club record and was his second and the club’s third against London Saints. 


The Gents have now scored 1,397 in their seven matches on this ground at 6.6 per over, opponents 953 at a none too shabby 5.1. Paul kindly wrote: “Many thanks for an enjoyable game of cricket on Sunday, can you forward my thanks to the boys who made me very welcome and part of the team.” We do so with pleasure, sir.

The reason Paul was available is interesting. OTCC Taverners XI could not field a team due to lack of players, so were obliged to cancel, freeing Paul and two other team-mates, good lads who came to watch and commented respectfully on the proceedings while enjoying the fleeting summer sunshine. There is a way forward here to the advantage of both clubs, but it must not involve a fragmentation of The Gents’ identity. Imagine a future in which The Gents could play regular cricket at OTCC. It sounds a marriage made in heaven, doesn’t it?

Double naughty
Mr. Kain, as a very senior figure within OTCC, was embarrassed by the first of his four sixes, a huge lofted on-drive that cleared 25 feet of netting and dropped in a Tennyson Avenue back garden. An apoplectic householder then accused him, in ascending order of chronology, of:

1. Trying to harm a ten-day old baby who was in the garden

2. Disrupting a family barbecue (possibly not unconnected, baby flesh being considered a real delicacy by the local council, which promotes healthy eating)

3. Damaging an aluminium clothes line which he then brandished at the players. Several Gents wanted to know more. Was it in 40m, 50m or 60m configuration? Traditionally an uninspired distress purchase item, clothes lines have become much more attractive in recent years. Aluminium! 

Indeed, the householder, possibly a cabby according to Mr. Buck, thought all of this was “double naughty” and promised to refer the matter to his MP, with the aim of getting OTCC shut down. He was in full And Another Thing… mode all day, though latest intelligence indicates that he may have calmed down when offered modest compensation. 
Any mustard or horseradish, sir?
A day full of talking points saw an amusing incident, starring Saint John Loomes, which kicked off happy memories of the equivalent fixture in 1994. Both Gent Milton Jolin (1994) and Saint John (2007) opined that the innings in progress was stable enough to permit a shopping expedition, but there the similarities end. Whereas Milton famously did his weekly supermarket shop during the interminable, well documented Bignell/Ashton partnership (which remained unbroken long after his return), Master Loomes’s judgement was more faulty.

Down to bat at No.9 and feeling hungry, deeming it safe with the score a robust 88-1, the young man went to the shops for a snack, Ketan Patel’s emporium being recommended to him. Whilst out, he later informed the Saints’ Disciplinary Tribunal, he saw “This pub with a sign outside advertising Sunday Roast Dinners.” This was presumably the Earl Beatty. His taste buds stimulated, he upgraded his catering requirements. The inevitable then happened in his absence. Saints lost a clutch of wickets and when he returned he was bumped to No.11, as a No.9 had been needed ten minutes before. Great stuff.

There’s a difference at Dundonald’s
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Always a warm welcome in SW19
	The Gents’ trip to Dundonald RG saw some absurd posturing, when a league match scheduled on the top pitch was abandoned without a ball being bowled after the visitors, Woking and Maybury CC, deemed the overlapping boundaries too dangerous. W&M claimed the points and were off home by 2pm. Thus, 22 people had their Saturday ruined. The home team, Morden Corinthians, are cricket’s great delegators, XI’s specifying not only the usual Captain and Vice Captain positions, but also those responsible for Match Report, Kit Duty, Scoreboard Duty, Stump Duty, Tea Duty and Assistant Tea Duty. Not only that but they also have written job descriptions for all committee positions. 


The Gents and Weasels were asked to sacrifice their game in order that the main event could go ahead. They rightly refused, and the counteroffer of bisecting the overlapping boundary arcs with markers was rejected, denying The Gents a chance to show off their knowledge of Euclidean geometry. The Gents/Weasels clash duly went ahead, not starting until 2.30pm as the Weasels had only five men on the ground at the appointed start time. The Gents then lent them fielders until their last two players arrived, at 3.15pm and 3.30pm respectively. It seemed, therefore, as though there was a good atmosphere between the teams. We were quite, quite wrong.

Nothing prepared The Gents for the Civil Servants’ vitriolic though subsequently much amended match report. Its author, the Anglo-Frenchman Mr. Regnier-Wilson, described The Gents as “Cocky opposition” and, referring to the pleasure Weasels denied The Gents by not being bowled out, as “A pleasure that they would surely have enjoyed in moronically bumptious fashion and probably typified by their useless wicketkeeper,” not a flattering sentence, though according to a Gents’ spinner one with an element of truth in the final clause. Perceptions are real for those who hold them but it is interesting that London Saints described a Gents side containing 10 of the Dundonald XI as “Fantastic hosts” at Old Tenisonians the week before. Nor was this Monsieur’s first offence. He once wrote a Weasels/Urbans match report entitled ‘Girly-haired tossers should be killed at birth’ which not even Kitbag would publish and, showing an early preference for the T-word, referred to Jim Wright as “an arrogant tosser” as early as 2002. Keep ’em coming mate, the circuit needs entertainers.

The website was then apparently wrested from his grasp in a cybercoup, the modern equivalent of securing the radio and TV stations by guerilla action. Ignoring written warnings from the grammar and tautology police, an insurgent altered the report’s final sentence to “A pleasure that they would surely have enjoyed in happy fashion and probably typified by their enthusiasm.” Two days later it was changed again to read “A pleasure they would no doubt have enjoyed, being cordial and competitive in equal measure. We look forward to round 2”, which is the wrong side of grovelling. Make your minds up, boys.
Military historians date the controversy between the clubs to July 1995 when a comment was made in The Gent about one of their players, potentially the cricket circuit’s assassination of Archduke Franz-Ferdinand moment, though diplomatic intercession stopped a conflagration. 

Sky Sports cricket – the early days
No.1 Miking up the captain, Surbiton 1997 

	David Lloyd: Eh up, Masher, it’s Bumble, Toddy’s getting some tap

Mark Ashton: I can read the bloody scoreboard, yer great Northern puddin’

DL: 153 for 1 off 22 and Snarler’s bowled through! What’s going through your mind, Masher?

MA: Woddabuch of f***ing c***s me support bowlers are. Jeepers, well bowled, you pitched that one. ’Ere we go last ball of the over. Oh no, you great twonk. Get after it Buman, you bloody pervert

DL: 171 for 1 off 23, what’s a par score on this track, Masher? Beefy reckons 200
	MA: Just goes to show he knows f*** all, Bumble. With our f***ing batting on this s**theap ’undred all out’ll do the trick. We’re bloody useless at chasing. Feel like goin’ home now to be perfectly honest, only the f***ing M25’ll be bloody chocker

DL: Going to turn over your arm today, Masher?

MA: Er, you there? Something up with me ringpiece, I mean me earpiece. Right, that’s better. (DL repeats question). Ah, bit of a problem, not really me sort of wicket, Bumble. No tail enders in yet 

DL: Thanks, Masher 

MA: Not ’arf! Go on, catch it Bodders…Oh flipping ’eck, you great whazzpacket. Wot’s the bloody point? Right, Dhruv, next over


Summerwatch 2000
Snelling’s magnificent Gents continued to show that they could cope without Mark Ashton with a win in a declaration match against London Saints with only 11 balls to spare, as silly mid-off Phil Hill caught Paul Pearce off the bowling of Eddie Fitch. Twenty catches were dropped in this game, which at least kept the spectators awake after The Gents had crawled to 42-1 off 23 overs. The plot was reprised eight days later when Weasels recovered from 15-7 but were shot down with a maximum seven overs to be bowled, Wright again in the runs with 80*. Declaration games often featured a misleading margin of victory if a side failed to block the draw, as The Gents would discover to their cost against Southampton in 2001.

The season’s first defeat had come in an excellent game 24 hours after the Southampton clash, sexagenarian Bill Dimond and son Keith producing sterling performances for Enterprise. Wright top scored here and again with his second century in a 35-over game against London Canaries, a match that was new boy and Welsh mystic and musician Damian Evans’s best for the club.

The Enterprise return was Sanjay Patel’s captaincy début. He put on 137 with Ian Harper-Dallas in a game memorable for 5 penalty runs being conceded by The Gents, when the ball hit a McDonald’s bag containing the tea of one Nicholas Boddington, which the bespectacled southpaw had carried to his fielding position. “Ever the innovators and groundbreakers, the Gentlemen of West London CC raised the virtuosity of cricket teas to a new level” observed Mr. Bignell after. 

As innovative was the cutting-edge humour of Mr. Hill, who on finding out that an Enterprise player was called Parker (hardly a rare name), unleashed an impersonation of the Thunderbirds puppet of that name, which was quite amusing for the first hour. Plums, “The miserablest bunch I’ve ever played” according to S Patel (who coincidentally had a series of lbw appeals declined by umpire Thompson), were up next, an abandoned draw resulting. This damp game, Jason Irvin’s first, gave your idle match reporter the first of many opportunities to use the ‘Rain Men’ headline. The barometer was set fair. Not until 20 August would another game be lost. A truly great team was emerging, but though the core stayed together for several years, it would prove unable to replicate the success of 2000. 

	10/6
	Town Park
	Gents 184-4 dec. (Harper-Dallas 76*, Bignell 43, Fitch 35), London Saints 113 (Cotton 40, Todd 3-17)
	Won by 71 runs

	11/6
	Victoria RG
	Enterprise 160 (W Dimond 35, K Dimond 32, Withers 30*, Fitzgerald 27, Sciberras 3-36), Gents 141 (Wright 41, Snelling 27, W Dimond 4-13, McEvoy 3-29)
	Lost by 19 runs

	18/6
	King’s College
	Gents 192-7 dec. (Wright 80*, Buck 37, S Patel 34, Owen 3-32, Raderecht 3-54), NB Weasels 72 (Pinnock 30, Sier 20, Snelling 4-22, S Patel 3-12)
	Won by 120 runs

	25/6
	Victoria RG
	Gents 174-3 (Wright 100*, Evans 25), London Canaries 109 (Hussain 36, Evans 3-21)
	Won by 65 runs

	1/7
	Beverley Park
	Gents 181-7 (S Patel 69, Harper-Dallas 59, K Dimond 4-31), Enterprise 105 (S Patel 3-10)
	Won by 76 runs

	9/7
	Victoria RG
	Plums 96-6 (Snyman 30*, Todd 3-12)
	Drawn


 

The Bignell angle
Your observation that Twenty20 is chav cricket is bang on. You have probably seen reports about yesterday’s game where Hampshire players had items stolen from their dressing-room, had their coach stoned and claimed to have been spat at. I didn’t see any trouble when I was there – plenty of noisy kids but atmosphere seemed OK. Despite being in a highly salubrious area the ground has a history of trouble. Hutton was punched by a ‘fan’ a couple of years back and Runsforcash was subject to a torrent of abuse when Surrey were there three or four years ago. The security is terrible. During a 2nd. XI match last year I inadvertently wandered into the dressing room area completely unchallenged. Conditions were not really good enough for a game but there was a big crowd so they had to put on some kind of show. Very few boundaries were hit and all the Twenty20 games at Southgate have been low-scoring affairs. 

No doubt you have seen the emails aimed at Saracens Riff, with Wrighty (recovered from his sinus operation) getting out of his pram to deliver a very apposite bollocking – all good knockabout stuff.


Ashton’s latest activity is apparently walking his neighbour’s dog twice a day for about five miles – it’s a beagle though, not a pit bull!

2007 fixtures

	Date
	Gents
	Venue
	West XI
	Venue

	Sun 29 April
	-
	-
	Cincinnati
	Lost by 6 wickets

	Sun 6 May
	Pak (PALs)
	Won by 54 runs
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Lost by 16 runs

	Sun 13 May
	Sloane Club
	Cancelled (rain)
	Thames Water
	Cancelled (no oppo)

	Sun 20 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Won by 115 runs
	Gents (BAMC)
	Lost by 115 runs

	Sun 27 May
	Hale
	Cancelled (rain)
	Acme
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sat 2 June
	-
	-
	Menorca
	Lost by 95 runs

	Sun 3 June
	London Saints
	Won by 141 runs
	Menorca
	Won by 5 wickets

	Sat 9 June
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Won by 60 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 10 June
	-
	-
	Walthamstow Horizontals
	Lost by 5 wickets

	Tues 12 June
	-
	-
	Dodgems (Twenty20)
	Won by 17 runs

	Sat 16 June
	-
	-
	Saracens Riff
	Cancelled (no oppo)

	Sun 17 June
	Pak (PALs)
	Lost by 44 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 24 June
	London Rams
	Cancelled (rain)
	Lord Nelson Cup
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sat 30 June
	-
	-
	Wylde Oates
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 1 July
	Old Tenisonians Taverners
	Cancelled (rain)
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Abandoned (rain)

	Sat 7 July
	NB Weasels (PALs)
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sun 8 July
	Old Tenisonians Taverners
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Sunderland SC
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sun 15 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Gents (BAMC)
	Old Tenisonians CC

	Sun 22 July
	Jay Bharat
	Fairfield RG
	Captain’s Select
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sun 29 July
	12 Angry Men
	Fairfield RG
	London Saints
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sat 4 Aug
	Enterprise
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 5 August)
	Away

	Sun 5 Aug
	TBD
	Fairfield RG
	Plums (possibly 4 August)
	Away

	Sat 11 Aug
	-
	-
	North Star
	Away

	Sun 12 Aug
	London Saints
	Old Haberdashers CC
	Acme
	Gunnersbury Park

	Wed 15 Aug
	-
	-
	GSK (Twenty20)
	Away (evening)

	Sun 19 Aug
	TBD
	-
	All India
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sun 26 Aug
	Wombles
	Old Tenisonians CC
	Single Wicket Contest
	Gunnersbury Park

	Sun 2 Sept
	Jay Bharat
	Rickmansworth CC
	Captain’s Select
	Away

	Sun 9 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC
	West XI (BAMC)
	Berkhamsted CC

	Sun 16 Sept
	Salix
	GSK Greenford
	Whalers
	Away

	Record

Runs

Wickets

Catches

Stumpings
	Played 5 Won 4 Drawn 0 Lost 1 Cancelled 4

Husain 301, D Patel 103, Kain 87, Denton 83, S Patel 72

S Patel 10, Husain 8, H Patel 7, D Patel 4, two players 3 

Carroll/Wahed 3, five players 2, four players 1

None
	Played 8 Won 2 Lost 5 Abandoned 1 Cancelled 5

Wright 203, Dane 122, Bhatt 85, Bignell 67, Vine 57

Wright 7, Bignell/Hill/ 6, Dane/Laing 3, five players 2

K Allerton/R Allerton 3, Bhatt/Norcott 2, five players 1

Bapu 2, Barling 1


Shabbash! Naveed’s view on Pak’s win

In beating The Gents on 17 June, Pak continued what is becoming a firm tradition of stronger return game displays with winning totals now of 191-4, 152 and 172. Here is their take on events. A sporting missive as ever from their skipper. Maybe Pak did enjoy the luck but as Boycott used to day “It’s not luck, it’s skill.”

We really needed that win as we had lost 2/3 until then this season, so we are feeling a bit better about ourselves. I thought our tactics of feeding your team on fried chicken at the interval worked a treat as it led to two run outs :o) We really should try to find a better ground for our matches. Your team really suffered with the dodgy bounce at the pavilion end. Normally both teams get one or two unlucky balls but this time you guys got all the ankle rollers. Anyway, best of luck for the rest of the season.

PALs League

	1 The Gents Played 3 Points 4

2 Pak Played 2 Points 2
3 NB Weasels Played 1 Points 0
	Each side can still win with The Gents guaranteed a share of the title if they beat NBW. The cup currently resides at Ahmed Mansions in Bedford. We hope that it has been given its annual buffing with the Duraglit.


Forthcoming fixtures

There are seven home games in a row coming up before we travel north to play Saints. Next up are Weasels and West XI sides aiming for revenge and the much-anticipated OT clash. Please declare your availability early. 

Game 3: Old Tenisonians, Motspur Park. Sunday 3 June. Gents won toss. Sunny, 23°
Explosion of boundaries rocks Motspur Park

An astonishing afternoon’s cricket saw the club’s record book rewritten as The Gents posted 325-5, 215 coming in the second 20 over segment of the innings. The Gents’ top six, building on an excellent platform set by openers HP Denton and Dhruv Patel of 94 in 14.3 overs, were on fire and in all 38 fours and seven sixes exploded all round the ground. Paul Kain (87 on début) and Nabil Husain (100 not out, his third ton) posted the highest stand for any Gent wicket. 

The weather was humid and draining and it was a great toss to win. It was Saints’ first game, so there were a few early long-hops, which were ruthlessly dealt with as 41 runs came off the first four overs. Thomas and Van Marle bowled the openers in quick succession and slowed the rate. At 20-over drinks, The Gents were 110 for 2 with Kain and Husain consolidating. There was no sign of the mayhem to come at this point.

The acceleration came when Kain took a shine to Burrell’s seamers, lofting him for four enormous sixers down the ground. One famously took out a local’s aluminium clothes line, to vigorously expressed chagrin. It was clean hitting not slogging, Husain at this point taking a back seat but he too soon found his range. The stand of 166 occupied only 17.5 overs. It was compulsive viewing, but not a little terrifying, and one had every sympathy for Southampton, not that they would have asked for any, as Burrell and Griffiths, two competent bowlers who have taken plenty of Gent wickets, went for a combined 97 runs in six overs. 

Even when Kain fell bowled Griffiths and Husain was retired by Sanjay on reaching three figures, the scoring rate did not noticeably fall as Toft, despite being handicapped by a groin strain (caused by being boxed and padded up for over an hour according to one wag), played some bold shots before becoming a c&b Berkeley victim and Wahed produced an electric cameo. Poor Hemin Patel, on a hiding to nothing, was bowled in the last over for a duck and the innings closed at ten past four.

London Saints were never run ragged, but it was a hot day to field for 40 overs. All credit to them, therefore, for surviving a middle-order collapse in their innings to compose a brave, dignified reply that would have seen them win most games (though here leaving them 141 runs short). Babar and Carroll bowled their complete allocation through and were, in their contrasting ways, unlucky to remain wicketless, well though the Sri Lankan Kumar Yogeswaran (one of two sexagenarians in the side along with Grimes) and John Griffiths batted.

The double change to Sanjay Patel from the Pavilion End and Hemin Patel did the trick for the The Gents, who eventually got their catching sorted out after early drops, Husain, a fine one in the deep, Carroll and Babar obliging. Sanjay’s terrific five-for (the club’s first since Dhruv Patel’s 5 for 11 in the 2004 tour game v. Enville), two good wickets for Hemin and late ones for Dhruv and Wahed kept the pressure on, despite assertive late hitting from Southampton after their middle-order stutter. The score was boosted by the bizarre concession of six lots of four byes, as the ball evaded Denton’s dives in the dimming of the day.

As the dust settled, the more perceptive Gents had their doubts about playing Kain, clearly a top-drawer player, so high in the order, but that is with the benefit of hindsight. As a replacement for the flu-ridden Stuart Snelling the captain was entitled to use him as he saw fit and Southampton expressed no concerns.

Gents; †Denton 45, D Patel 45, Kain 87, Husain 100 not out, Toft 11, Wahed 21 not out, H Patel 0, Babar 0 not out, Carroll, *S Patel and Buck did not bat, Extras 17, 325 for 5 (40 overs)

FoW; 94, 96, 262, 324, 324

Bowling; Loomes 0-22, Berkeley 2-41, Thomas 1-37, Van Marle 1-63, Grimes 0-31, Burrell 0-50, Griffiths 1-47, Yogeswaran 0-28

Catches; Berkeley 1

London Saints; Yogeswaran 42, Griffiths 31, Grimes 1, Burrell 0, Barber 5, Young 0, Berkeley 0, †Dewhirst 26, Van Marle 15 not out, *Thomas 24, Loomes 4 not out, Extras 36, 184 for 9 (40 overs)

FoW; 67, 88, 88, 93, 93, 93, 93, 121, 180 
Bowling; Babar 0-20, Carroll 0-36, H Patel 2-27, S Patel 5-30, D Patel 1-13, Wahed 1-26, Husain 0-6

Catches; Babar 1, Carroll 1, Husain 1

Won by 141 runs

Game 4: Dundonald RG, London SW19. Sunday 10 June. Gents won toss. Sunny, 24°
Husain’s golden run continues in Day/Night clash

The Gents won an overlong game, but one with a number of interesting incidents and good performances. A hard-earned total of 177 on a true but slow wicket proved enough, despite several stout innings from the Weasels, of which the impressive Hoskins’ undefeated 34 was the pick. The result might have been different had he batted earlier, though as it was his début we suspect nobody knew how good he was, or had Woodhead not been foolishly run out, for the hosts fell behind the rate after a bright start. 

The Gents were indebted once more to Nabil Husain, whose 69 (occupying 28 overs, with 10 fours) was the difference between the two sides. When the game finally stumbled into action, Denton was bowled first ball of the match, but veterans Dhruv Patel, a transformed cricketer in 2007 and Tony Buck dug in to provide lively support to Husain in an otherwise patchy team effort, Buck actually outscoring his illustrious partner when they were together. With their four wickets and a catch, the oldest players in the visitors’ line up had a day to remember, though sub fielder Alex Young had dropped Dhruv early. The vets are alright!

The youthful Weasel seamers, of whom Alam and Hoskins were the pick, were supported by steady fielding and good catching and made consistent inroads into the batting without inducing a collapse, LB Merton wickets being a cut above RB Kingston’s for reliability and even bounce. There is talk of a move there in 2008. 

One day soon, The Gents will have to learn to build an innings without a major contribution from Husain, but here he was again, imperious, elegant and impenetrable. His dismissal, an excellent running catch by Hoskins in the deep, was worthy of the innings. Poor Sean Carroll was unluckily run out, the first of three such victims over the afternoon, but his time will come. This was not Wahed’s or SP’s day, bowled and caught square-leg respectively though Alex Young scored a useful 15. Weasels took 2½ hours to bowl their 35 overs.

Rob Babar, a potentially fine bat, had been visibly annoyed at holing out for a duck and soon castled Wellington, his first wicket of the season before being blasted for three fours and a two from the aggressive Woodhead, who sadly became the first of two run out victims during Regnier-Wilson’s defensive 18-over vigil. Snelling was a little off-colour after his bout of the ’flu but Husain’s spell of 7-3-14-1 and, to only a slightly lesser extent, H Bomb’s 6-1-18-0, forced the required run rate up. Dhruv then prospered in the evening gloom, catching Sidaway off his own bowling and bowling the likely looking Richards and Dyer, while Husain cleaned up Regnier-Wilson. Wickets for Wahed, a great diving catch by Carroll and Buck, a cut to Snelling at point, saw the end of the dismissals with Weasels 60 short when stumps were drawn at 7.30pm.

Sanjay Patel had a quiet day but was pleased with the win, if not the parking ticket affixed in his absence to his white BT van parked outside his Wembley home, the warden insisting to his missus that it should have been moved for the evening’s George Michael concert in the nearby stadium. 

Thus, The Gents gained their fourth successive win in their 20th. season in a game which had a controversial aftermath. All players will remember the similar start in 2006 and the ensuing midseason slump and should therefore guard against complacency. Nor when the defeats come will it be time for muffled drums or the pealing of the Sebastopol bell. Keep enjoying it, boys.

Gents; †Denton 0, D Patel 19, Husain 69, Carroll 5, Wahed 2, *S Patel 9, Buck 29, H Patel 9, Young 15, Snelling 1 not out, Babar 0, Extras 18, 177 all out (34 overs)

FoW; 0, 49, 72, 77, 99, 150, 150, 171, 177, 177

Bowling; Dyer 2-31, Hale 1-32, Alam 2-38, Wilson 0-19, Duff 0-26, Wellington 1-13, Hoskins 3-16

Catches; Hale 2, Duff 1, Hoskins 1

New Barbarian Weasels; Regnier-Wilson 12, Wellington 2, Woodhead 20, Duff 11, Sidaway 3, Richards 8, Hoskins 34 not out, *Dyer 4, Alam 6, Hale 2, †Pagan 2 not out, Extras 15, 117 for 9 (35 overs)

FoW; 8, 32, 54, 56, 65, 74, 80, 97, 113 
Bowling; Snelling 0-28, Babar 1-16, H Patel 0-18, Husain 1-14, D Patel 3-21, S Patel 0-8, Wahed 1-2, Buck 1-9, Carroll 0-1

Catches; Carroll 1, D Patel 1, Snelling 1

Won by 60 runs

Game 5: Fairfield RG, Kingston. Sunday 17 June. Gents won toss. Sunny, 21°
Ghaffar tapes it up for Pak

This was the sort of match – competitive, sometimes hard, full of incident but always friendly – that the founding fathers Bill Flack, Paul Johnson, Phil Walton and Jim Wright had in mind when the PALs League was founded in 2002. Of the fact that Pak were deserved winners there could be no doubt, for while they enjoyed the best of the wicket (inserted by The Gents, lest we forget) they batted and bowled more consistently. Pak got off to a flier, Abdul Ghaffar surviving an early drop to score a magisterial 45, but were pegged back to 172. The Gents lost wickets regularly in reply, but were not in bad shape at 119-5 in the 23rd. over, Sanjay Patel having taken three fours and a six off Shez’s third over. However, the bowler pinned him lbw (after a late, tentative but correctly upheld appeal by umpire Gilkes) off the last ball and that was that, only 9 more runs accruing before the innings stalled at 128, Umar taking five wickets with his brisk medium-pace. Well done Pak, the better team, for ending the club’s winning run.

Pak posted a brisk 53 in 10 overs before George holed out to long-off Gilkes off SP. Ghaffar, man of the match here a year ago with 72, survived an early drop to cut and drive his way elegantly and powerfully to 45 before edging Rob Babar to SP at slip, reward then for the brother act whose four overs, generally pitched too short, went for 36. Few could remember a better cutter in a Gents’ fixture than this batsman. Wickets fell regularly thereafter as the slower bowlers (Buck 5-0-21-1, H Bomb 6-1-28-2) exerted a measure of control on a patchy wicket, Buck surviving an enormous six off Asif to have him caught Husain at deep mid-wicket next ball. A curious dismissal was Maani’s, run out after thinking the ball had gone for four and strolling out of his crease, smart work by Carroll in the deep. Husain (twice) and Snelling struck and The Gents were fairly pleased at half-time, having worked hard to drag themselves back into the match, but not since June 2005 had they successfully chased a higher total and that was on a perfect batting wicket at King’s College, New Malden.

Gilkes exorcised his Golden Duck demons with a streaky four through the slips and a blistering off-drive before becoming the first of Umar’s five victims, clean bowled. Husain was looking ominous before being bowled Umar by one that kept low (“Any runs I get against this lot will be hard-earned,” he surmised pre-match), Denton soon following caught Maani, again off Umar. After H Bomb was run out, Buck continued his good form with a grafting knock that almost brought Gents back to parity before also being run out, not bothering to look at the umpire before continuing his sprint to the boundary.

Meanwhile Sanjay was going aerial, hitting two sixes and six fours, to great applause from the boundary. The Gents were beginning to dream as he took Shez apart. How The Gents rued the wide that meant that he had an extra ball to face. Alas, after his lbw there was little resistance to Umar’s second spell and some neat overs from Naveed Khan, though Ed Babar – batting too low at No.11 – struck a venomous four first ball. Rob Babar and Carroll were bowled, Snelling, still under the weather after the ’flu, cut to point, Toft gloved behind and the innings had collapsed in an undignified heap. The last 10 overs of each of the first four Gents games of 2007 had been devoid of interest as regards the result, though entertaining enough. The last 10 here should have provided a memorable climax, yet they remained, two balls aside, sadly unbowled. Pessimists would say that The Gents failed to rise to the first tough challenge posed to them this season, optimists will point to the 4-1 record. There was some fairly justified chuntering about the preparation of the pitch but there are five more games to come here, including four successive ones in July and August, so everyone is going to have to get used to it, at least for the remainder of 2007. Thereafter, who knows?

Pak; †George 22, Ghaffar 45, Shahid 11, Asif 8, †Maani 31, Kalim 1, Anser 15, Shez 8, Umar 13, *Naveed not out 6, Mossey 0, Extras 13, 172 all out (32.5 overs)

FoW; 53, 74, 90, 114, 116, 144, 146, 154, 172, 172
Bowling; Snelling 1-26, S Patel 1-34, E Babar 0-19, R Babar 1-17, Buck 1-21, H Patel 2-28, Husain 2-24
Catches; Gilkes 1, Husain 1, H Patel 1, S Patel 1, Snelling 1

Gents; †Denton 9, Gilkes 9, Husain 17, Buck 15, H Patel 5, *S Patel 48, R Babar 0, Snelling 1, Carroll 1, Toft 0, E Babar 6 not out, Extras 16, 128 all out (25.2 overs)

FoW: 13, 38, 40, 59, 85, 119, 119, 122, 122, 128
Bowling; Umar 5-30, Ghaffar 0-18, Maani 0-14, George 0-17, Naveed 2-22, Shez 1-22
Catches; Maani 2, Asif 1

Lost by 44 runs
















