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2008 Played 22 Won 13 Lost 6 Tied 2 Drawn 1
Ins
Shu Desai, Ravi Inkollu, Ahsan Iqbal, Murali Kalidinda, Mark Leeder
Outs
Ed Babar, Dave Bender, James Lewis, Chris Wright, Alex Young
Runs
Inkollu 459, Khan 281, Husain 256, Denton 227, Gilkes 195, S Patel 169, Sciberras 151
Wickets
H Patel 33, Snelling 29, Inkollu/S Patel 19, Sciberras 18, Iqbal 11
Catches
Khan/H Patel/Sciberras 6, Denton 5
The Gents’ 21st. season was the archetypal one of two halves. In June the club was celebrating with misplaced confidence a pulsating, ten-match record unbeaten run with some players wondering when they were going to be tested. They found out when the strong opposition pitched up gleefully to bowl at Gents sides denuded of Nabeel Husain and other key batsmen, and only four of the final twelve matches were won. Yet this statistically less prepossessing period provided much good cricket, including classic ties with West London Invitational XI and Salix. Perhaps the best days out were the tied games, the narrow win against Cairns Fudge, courtesy of heroics by Horace Hibbert and Ravi Inkollu, and the trips to the sublime Burton’s Court and Hale grounds. 

It was an enjoyable year of often tense cricket with eight new sides met (a ninth, Kingston CC, was rained off) and abundant close finishes. As well as the ties, there were wins by three runs, two wickets and one wicket and losses by two runs, one wicket and three wickets. The team undoubtedly learned more from those nail-biters than some of the big wins. The demise of Pak’s friendly, talented side meant that there was no PALs League, while The Gents were a whisker away from a 2-0 lead in the Bob Ashton Memorial Cup, but it was not to be.
The disappointments of the summer were the unavailability of key batsmen after Nabeel Husain returned home and the absence of the 2006 intake, though Sean Carroll, away travelling much of the summer and Alex Young, injured, kindly paid their subscription. Rob Babar played only two Sundays, Lloyd Wahed one. However, there was much to celebrate. The new players, led by the splendid Ravi Inkollu, were terrific, Mark Sciberras returned to have the best season of his life and Hemin Patel and the rejuvenated Stuart Snelling took 62 wickets between them. The last player to exceed Hemin’s haul of 33 was Stuart himself, in 2001.

The Gents’ attacks were usually on the money, the top five wicket takers being complemented by varied and skilled practitioners in Ahsan Iqbal (who did the Hat-Trick against London Saints), Mark Leeder, Horace Hibbert and Murali Kalidinda with the great Husain weighing in with a brilliant 5-13 against West XI. Horace Hibbert, Ahsan Iqbal and Stuart Snelling also took five-wicket hauls. The fielding held up well, though it was a poor season for catching, the tally of 54 being two down on 2007 and 19 down on 2006.
The batting was more of a problem. Wright hit 600 runs, Dane 584 and Bapu 408 for West XI, whereas only Inkollu (three fifties) got 400 for The Gents, though in fewer games Naveed Khan (two fifties) and the departing Nabeel Husain (one fifty and the only century) also impressed. Rob Babar hit a delightful maiden fifty against London Rams and Ahsan Iqbal’s blistering unbeaten 43 was so nearly a matchwinner in the pivotal second West XI game, but the batting was usually patchy. Sanjay Patel had a poor season with the bat and an improved one with the ball, but his captaincy went from strength to strength, climaxing with an impeccable series of decisions in Salix’s innings. Peter Denton filled in well as captain during Sanjay’s July holiday, though he lost his four games at the helm. The club appreciated his dogged knocks. Richard Gilkes (100% win rate in his one game as captain) produced a few powerful innings while Shu Desai and Murali Kalidinda showed great promise. Tony Buck, Daoud Shanvare and Ken Toft had quiet seasons and were never blessed with good fortune. Such was the strength of The Gents’ attacks that Tony only bowled 16.3 overs in 16 games. 

The 2008 Gents were a gritty bunch and fought like blazes. In only two games, Purley Arms and the West XI decider, was the team completely outplayed but even in the latter there was a determination to see the innings through in appalling light rather than go off and take the spawny draw, though in truth The Gents resisted their opponents’ sparkling one-liners rather better than their bowling. This attitude, manifested throughout the squad, was important and saw the club scrap to the unlikely ties, shade some close wins and nearly see off Battersea Ironsides and West One when all had seemed lost. Snarler Snelling’s stentorian support was inspirational.
In summary, though the 2008 Gents were transitional in terms of personnel (a necessity rather than a strategic initiative, a distinction which the club’s critics failed to understand), there was talent and good spirit in the squad. More runs need to be scored (whether from existing or new personnel remains to be seen) but the bowling attacks in 2009 will be talented and varied. For the first time in many years The Gents have sorted out their home grounds and catering arrangements. For these reasons, it is possible to be hopeful about the future.
Easy like Sunday morning
We note in the match report that The Gents suffered from organisational problems before New Beckenham. These were exceptional in number and though the result may not have been different had things proceeded more smoothly, they are worth documenting. Call it catharsis, call it rationalisation, if it gives you an insight into the problems of organising a cricket team this article will have done its job. 

Going back to July, it was unfortunate that in the pivotal Old Tenisonians game The Gents were short of batsmen with Sanjay Patel on holiday, Naveed Khan declaring himself unavailable the Sunday before the game and Jim Wright pulling out due to illness the day before. But this was a mere appetiser compared to what went on before the third game. In any case, the side fielded on 13 July was fairly strong.

A fortnight before New Beckenham, the following players, in addition to those who actually played, were available for selection: Babar, Iqbal, Khan, Turpin, Wahed and Wright. The order in which they then pulled out was Iqbal (29 August), Turpin and Wright (2 September), Khan (6 September) and Babar and Wahed (7 September, the afternoon of the match). The first four withdrawals were for very good reasons which it would serve no purpose to expand on here. It is a moot point how many of those would have been in the final team but had their availability held, it would have given the captain what is often described as a good problem to have.
Naveed Khan became ill on the Saturday night and, sensing meltdown, the secretary asked Peter Denton on the Sunday morning to see if he could obtain the services of Ravi Inkollu’s friend and work colleague Murali Kalidinda to bring the team back to 12. This he kindly did. At this point, Babar and Wahed were assumed still to be turning up. The order of events early Sunday afternoon was that no sooner had Dave Bender, who drove the secretary to the game, turned off the engine and engaged the handbrake (time 1.03 pm) than a text message arrived from Babar, explaining first, that an injury sustained playing football the day before had put him out of the game and second, that he could not contact Wahed, whom he was to have chauffeured. We offer no comment on the football injury except to say that it must have been unique in the annals of sporting medicine for it did not stop Mr Babar, in the company of Mr Wahed, cavorting on the Saturday night in their usual manner. Though the first ever no show by Babar, Wahed has previous.
Not realising Kalidinda was en route, the secretary, by then suffering from a migraine and almost physically sick with the stress of it all, had to inform the captain that the side was down to nine. Kalidinda turned up to make it ten whereupon Steve Bignell (tellingly one of 14 Beggars in attendance) kindly volunteered for The Gents, who were therefore back up to eleven. Hemin Patel then stated that Mark Leeder had also latterly volunteered, but was told (correctly according to the knowledge at the time, Sunday morning) that there were no spaces.
The final eleven thus contained only nine of the 12 selected and notified to the captain four days before the game on 3 September, Babar, Khan and Wahed being replaced by Kalidinda and Bignell. One can surmise which would have been the stronger team but to do so is to miss the point, which is that the captain’s planning of batting orders, bowling combinations, etc. was destroyed and he and the rest of the team put on the back foot. Barling was a last minute Beggar withdrawal at Berkhamsted 2007 but that was only one player, albeit a very good one and Chris Wright took that in his stride. Of course, all this caused great glee among the Beggar hobbledehoys and untamed wits, though more expressed rueful sympathy. The fire and brimstone sermon preached by the Christian fundamentalist pastor in the HSBC function room was somehow fitting. At least the discussions about whether to play enabled everyone to turn up, albeit slightly late in a few instances.
A comparison with the 1746 Battle of Culloden is not fantastic, though the Duke of Cumberland is believed not to have cancelled the fracas three times just before the off. The margins of defeat of the armies of Bonnie Price Charlie and Bonnie Prince Sanjay were certainly similar. The Gents were bedraggled, disorientated, bruised and bewildered before they even changed into their whites. The cruel massacre inflicted by Butcher Wright will live in The Gents’ collective memory for years.
GWLCC lowest all-out totals 

51

v London Owls (Gunnersbury Park, 5 May 1991)

54

v East Harrow Cheetahs (Cranford Park, 27 May 1989)

55

v Brondesbury Casuals (Brondesbury, 7 September 2003)

57

v West XI (HSBC, 7 September 2008)

58

v Sunderland SC (Arnos Park, 5 July 1997)

Awards glory for Ravi

It is well known, because it is repeated in another place at every opportunity, that The Gents are unsociable but they still mustered 17 at the November AGM, interestingly two more than West XI did at theirs. Careful in reading too much into that though, absent West XI players had film premieres, parties and gigs to attend, cricket AGMs being only one of many shadows on their busy social radar.
Fears of a coup d’état in Surbiton proved unfounded, though tension mounted briefly when Chairman Gilkes moved proceedings on to the captaincy. Stuart Snelling put up his hand, was given the floor and began a speech, causing a certain frisson among those with memories going back to 2002, but curtailed it within seconds as his little joke, and a jolly good one. Sanjay will therefore lead the boys for one more year and then revert to the ranks. Hemin Patel won a close fought battle for the vice captaincy with HP Denton, to whom thanks were given for a job well done in difficult circumstances, mainly a lack of batsmen, SP included.
Officers, other ranks and the Times Literary Supplement greatly look forward to SP’s polished reviews of the season. This year’s example of honed oratory had according to analysts been written at least three minutes before delivery: ‘Close PF, er, who the f*** were they? Still, we won’. Great days and the funniest thing the nation has witnessed since the German Week episode of the 1975 series of Are You Being Served?
Dave Bender, Shu Desai, Ravi Inkollu, Ahsan Iqbal, Murali Kalidinda and Suman Rudru were elected as members. More Saturday games are planned in 2009 and DB, a loyal recent supporter, is sure to feature in them. It was constitutionally a wise move to accord Inkollu membership because half an hour later he was wreathed in laurel leaves. His housemates Kalidinda (who has promised to buy some cricket whites) and Rudru (the Hale smiter of sixes) were also voted in, the latter vowing to win All Rounder in 2009 and showing potential for swift elevation to the Master Order of Nitpickers by brandishing his copy of the minutes and outing with precision a minor error (‘I believe the Hale game was on 28 September not 21 September’). He’ll do for us. The membership of Shu Desai (9 games in 2008) and Ahsan Iqbal (6) was also ratified. Welcome all.
The 2008 awards were keenly contested, a mixture of old and new. Ravi Kumar Inkollu won the All Rounder and Batsman awards, just reward for 459 runs, including three fifties and 19 wickets. Only Wayne Thompson (2004) and Steve Bignell (jointly with Mark Ashton in 1993) had previously won this, the club’s most prestigious award, in their first full season. Snarler Snelling, though he took fewer wickets than Hemin Patel, regained from him after some stunning late summer spells the Bowler award he last won in 2004. Mark Sciberras, reinvigorated after a brief absence from the club, won Most Improved and Richard Gilkes (let it not be forgotten, 2008’s only unbeaten captain) retained Fielder, only the third Gent since Sciberras himself (in 2002 and 2003) and Richard Sambrook Smith (1992) to do this. Ken Toft’s loyalty and dedication were rightly recognised with the Special award for services to the club. Well done all.
Following hot on the heels of the AGM, Dhruv Patel indicated he might be up for a few in 2009 while Horace Hibbert expressed a keen interest in membership. Perhaps the time is not far away when The Gents could field two teams. Yet August 2009 will still, the sceptic at the back of one’s mind feels, feature mates of mates.
Shadowy forces launch Disrespect campaign
Mr Bender’s election caused mild comment to be made on the colourful new West XI website www.west11cricket.com, for he had been fast-tracked to high office as deputy chairman at their own AGM Interestingly, he was also elected unofficial kitman, with a mission to resolve such issues as the 1999 British Gas glove and pad grab. DB’s election was for the reasons given above, not, as rumoured, in deference to the ECB’s so far hopelessly ineffective Building Bridges initiative, which has come up with little of merit since the briefly respected 2001 Sarcasm Amnesty.

Nevertheless, Building Bridges has a tough remit. For years there has been a global anti-Gents conspiracy, inspired and co-ordinated by the shadowy organisation Nox Aeterna (Eternal Night). Its agenda have never been published but include covert actions such as continual propaganda directed against GWLCC with the aim of its ultimate extermination. It has been fairly quiet in recent years, perhaps confident that GWLCC would destroy itself through infighting and its internal contradictions, but that never happened. It has therefore recently adopted a more robust, overt approach. Embarrassingly for Nox Aeterna, its membership list was left on a memory stick found recently near Stamford Bridge and there are some very high profile names on it.
The 2008 season finished a while ago
	Date
	Gents
	Result
	West XI
	Result

	Sun 19 April
	-
	-
	Malta Cricket Association
	Lost by 55 runs

	Sun 20 April
	-
	-
	Malta Cricket Association
	Won by 2 wickets

	Sun 27 April
	St. Anne’s Allstars
	Won by 9 wickets
	Sutton
	Won by 4 wickets

	Sun 4 May
	Kingston Left Handers
	Drawn
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 11 May
	Sloane Club
	Won by 245 runs
	Cincinnati
	Lost by 19 runs

	Sun 18 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Won by 83 runs
	Gents (BAMC)
	Lost by 83 runs

	Sun 25 May
	Hale
	Cancelled (rain)
	Acme
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 1 June
	London Saints
	Won by 7 wickets
	Captain’s Select
	Won by 97 runs

	Sun 1 June
	London Saints (Twenty20)
	Won by 3 runs
	-
	-

	Sat 7 June
	NB Weasels
	Won by 154 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 8 June
	-
	-
	Whalers
	Lost by 78 runs

	Sat 14 June
	-
	-
	Plums
	Won by 94 runs

	Sun 15 June
	Cairns Fudge
	Won by 2 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 22 June
	London Rams
	Won by 1 wicket
	London Saints (LNC)
	Lost by 24 runs

	Sun 22 June
	London Rams (Pro15)
	Won by 39 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 29 June
	Purley Arms
	Lost by 8 wickets
	London Rams
	Won by 58 runs

	Sat 5 July
	-
	-
	North Curry
	Abandoned

	Sun 6 July
	Old Tenisonians
	Lost by 32 runs
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Abandoned

	Sun 13 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	Lost by 2 runs
	Gents (BAMC)
	Won by 2 runs

	Thurs 17 July
	-
	-
	GSK (Twenty20)
	Lost by 23 runs

	Sun 20 July
	Enterprise
	Won by 104 runs
	Sunderland SC
	Won by 25 runs

	Sun 27 July
	Battersea Ironsides
	Lost by 1 wicket
	London Saints
	Won by 77 runs

	Sat 2 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sun 3 Aug
	West One
	Lost by 3 wickets
	CAMRA
	Lost by 8 wickets

	Sun 10 Aug
	-
	-
	Acme
	Won by 84 runs

	Sun 17 Aug
	London Saints
	Won by 34 runs
	Captain’s Select
	Lost by 5 wickets

	Sun 24 Aug
	Close PF (Twenty20)
	Won by 16 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 24 Aug
	West London Invitation XI

(Twenty20)
	Tied
	-
	-

	Sun 31 Aug
	Kingston
	Cancelled (rain)
	Cuddington Casuals
	Won by 6 runs

	Sun 7 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	Lost by 96 runs
	Gents (BAMC)
	Won by 96 runs

	Sat 13 Sept
	-
	-
	West Farleigh
	Won by 24 runs

	Sun 14 Sept
	Salix
	Tied
	-
	-

	Sun 21 Sept
	-
	-
	Bures and District
	Lost by 40 runs

	Sun 28 Sept
	Hale
	Won by 4 wickets
	-
	-

	Sat 11 Oct
	-
	-
	Menorca
	Lost by 49 runs

	Sun 12 Oct
	-
	-
	Menorca
	Won by 1 wicket

	Record

Runs

Wickets

Catches
	Played 22 Won 13 Tied 2 Drawn 1 Lost 6 Cancelled 1

Inkollu 459, Khan 281, Husain 256, Denton 227

H Patel 33, Snelling 29, Inkollu/S Patel 19, Sciberras 18

Khan/H Patel/Sciberras 6, Denton 5, 5 players 4
	Played 25 Won 13 Lost 10 Abandoned 2 Cancelled 1

Wright 600, Dane 584, Bapu 408, Bhatt 278

Dane 23, R Allerton/Hill 20, Laing 19, Bignell 18 

R Allerton 12, Bignell 11, Bhatt/Dane 10, Wright 8

	
	M.
	I.
	NO.
	R
	Av.
	Ct.
	O
	M
	R
	W
	Avg.

	Babar
	4
	4
	2
	64
	32.00
	-
	6
	0
	29
	1
	29.00

	Bryan 
	2
	1
	0
	16
	16.00
	1
	3
	0
	10
	2
	5.00

	Buck
	16
	15
	2
	83
	6.38
	1
	16.3
	1
	85
	2
	42.50

	Burman
	2
	1
	1
	0
	N/A
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	Chayya
	3
	2
	1
	12
	12.00
	-
	2
	0
	7
	0
	N/A

	Denton
	19
	18
	4
	227
	16.21
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	Desai
	9
	8
	0
	74
	9.25
	4
	3
	0
	18
	0
	N/A

	Gilkes
	18
	16
	1
	195
	13.00
	4
	4
	1
	24
	2
	12.00

	Hibbert
	2
	2
	1
	11
	11.00
	1
	8
	3
	21
	6
	3.50

	Husain
	7
	6
	1
	256
	51.20
	2
	27
	5
	91
	8
	11.38

	Inkollu
	21
	19
	2
	459
	27.00
	4
	99
	13
	266
	19
	14.00

	Iqbal
	6
	5
	2
	87
	29.00
	-
	27
	7
	87
	11
	7.91

	Kalidinda
	3
	3
	0
	34
	11.33
	-
	15
	2
	50
	4
	12.50

	Khan
	12
	11
	1
	281
	28.10
	6
	7.4
	1
	31
	3
	10.33

	Leeder
	4
	4
	3
	33
	33.00
	-
	24
	7
	73
	8
	9.13

	H Patel
	21
	15
	3
	65
	5.42
	4
	97
	15
	357
	33
	10.82

	S Patel
	18
	15
	2
	169
	13.00
	6
	68
	14
	218
	19
	11.47

	Sciberras
	14
	13
	1
	151
	12.58
	6
	62.1
	5
	284
	18
	15.78

	Shanvare
	7
	5
	0
	17
	3.40
	2
	22.5
	5
	75
	6
	12.50

	Snelling
	19
	14
	4
	40
	4.00
	1
	104
	24
	300
	29
	10.34

	Toft
	21
	15
	4
	45
	4.09
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	Turpin
	3
	1
	0
	1
	1.00
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	Wahed
	2
	2
	0
	28
	14.00
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	Wright
	2
	2
	0
	53
	26.50
	-
	8.5
	0
	41
	2
	20.50


Also played (one game only); Bignell 1/1/1/1, Carroll 1/1/0/0, Fung 1/-/-/-, Lee 1/1/1/1, Dhilon Patel 1/1/0/1, D Patel 1/1/0/29, Rudd 1/1/0/0, 8-0-12-2, Siddiq 1/1/0/6 (1 ct.)
	2008 Results

	27/4
	Fairfield RG
	St. Anne’s Allstars 103 (T Haddow-Allen 32, Begley 21, H Patel 4-14, Sciberras 3-18) Gents 104-1 (Khan 66*, Denton 24)
	Won by 9 wickets

	4/5
	Victoria RG
	Gents 123 (Denton 31 ret. hurt) Kingston Left Handers 77-8 (Rajveer 39*, S Patel 4-1)
	Drawn

	11/5
	Burton’s Court
	Gents 275-3 (Inkollu 80, Husain 69*, Gilkes 45, Khan 24) Sloane Club 30 (H Patel 3-0)
	Won by 245 runs

	18/5
	Barn Elms
	Gents 162-9 (Khan 46, Husain 32, Inkollu 28) West XI 79 (Wright 44, Husain 5-13)
	Won by 83 runs

	1/6
	Old Tenisonians
	London Saints 41 (Iqbal 5-7) Gents 42-3
	Won by 7 wickets

	1/6
	Old Tenisonians
	Gents 120-8 (Denton 23, Berkeley 4-13)

London Saints 117-8 (Berkeley 44*, Thomas 31, H Patel 4-14)
	Won by 3 runs

	7/6
	CSSC Chiswick
	Gents 253-5 (Husain 109, Khan 51, Wright 47)
NB Weasels 99-7 (Jeavons 36, Sciberras 3-16)
	Won by 154 runs

	15/6
	Fairfield RG
	Cairns Fudge 166 (Kent 53, Fargher 33, Carroll 23, Hibbert 5-11)
	Won by 2 wickets

	
	
	Gents 167-8 (Inkollu 63, Sciberras 29, Kent 3-25)
	

	22/6
	Fairfield RG
	London Rams 71 (Snelling 3-11) Gents 72-9 (Patel 5-11)
	Won by 1 wicket

	22/6
	Fairfield RG
	Gents 122-5 (Babar 50*) London Rams 83-8 (Lee 25, Rothwell 21)
	Won by 39 runs

	29/6
	Fairfield RG
	Gents 62 (Denton 29, Rekhi 5-6) Purley Arms 63-2 (Shergold 20)
	Lost by 8 wickets

	6/7
	Old Tenisonians
	Old Tenisonians 141 (Kain 49, Perkins Jr. 34, Kalidinda 4-19)
Gents 109 (Denton 21, Perkins Jr. 3-6)
	Lost by 32 runs

	13/7
	Old Tenisonians
	West XI 127 (Vine 25, Taylor 20, H Patel 4-12)
Gents 125 (Iqbal 43*, Husain 23, Hill 3-22)
	Lost by 2 runs

	20/7
	Alexandra RG
	Gents 181-7 (Inkollu 33, D Patel 29, Khan 25, Gilkes 24)
Enterprise 77 (Cloete 57, H Patel 4-7, Leeder 3-31)
	Won by 104 runs

	27/7
	Battersea Ironsides
	Gents 91 (Denton 24, Rapusingha 4-15, Alford 3-15)

Battersea Ironsides 92-9 (Greenidge 38, Inkollu 4-22)
	Lost by 1 wicket

	3/8
	Fairfield RG
	Gents 133-9 (Inkollu 61*)
West One 134-7 (Williamson 33, Greig 28, Waddell 22, Zonneveld 20, Snelling 4-39)
	Lost by 3 wickets

	17/8
	Old Haberdashers
	Gents 189-8 (Sciberras 37, Denton 30, Inkollu 24, S Patel 28, Iqbal 22, Nanton 3-18)

London Saints 155-9 (Patel 46, Wathan 25, S Patel 3-19, Sciberras 3-33)
	Won by 34 runs

	24/8
	Old Tenisonians
	Gents 124-10 (Wahed 22, Dulaph 3-13, Nimit 3-28)

Close PF 108-9 (Donald 32, Nilesh 28, Sumit 20)
	Won by 16 runs

	24/8
	Old Tenisonians
	West London Invitation XI 140-8 (Bhatt 44, Wright 36) Gents 140 (Gilkes 37)
	Tied

	7/9
	HSBC
	West XI 153-5 (Dane 62*, Taylor 24) Gents 57 (Taylor 3-13)
	Lost by 96 runs

	14/9
	GSK Greenford
	Gents 93 (Inkollu 35) Salix 93 (Keaton 23, Snelling 5-7)
	Tied

	28/9
	Hale Common
	Hale 120 (Davies 20) Gents 124-6 (Inkollu 33, Leeder 20*)
	Won by 4 wickets


Best Batting; 109 Nabeel Husain v New Barbarian Weasels 7 June, 80 Ravi Inkollu v Sloane Club 11 May, 69 Nabeel Husain v Sloane Club 11 May, 66* Naveed Khan v St. Anne’s Allstars 27 April, 63 Ravi Inkollu v Cairns Fudge 15 June, 62* Chris Dane of West XI 7 September, 61 Ravi Inkollu v West One 3 August, 57 Gregg Cloete of Enterprise 20 July, 53 Steve Kent of Cairns Fudge 15 June, 51 Naveed Khan v New Barbarian Weasels 7 June, 50 Rob Babar v London Rams 22 June
Best Bowling; 5-6 Tejbal Rekhi of Purley Arms 29 June, 5-7 Ahsan Iqbal v London Saints 1 June, 5-7 Stuart Snelling v Salix 14 September, 5-11 Horace Hibbert v Cairns Fudge 15 June, 5-11 Neil Patel of London Rams 22 June, 5-13 Nabeel Husain v West XI 18 May, 4-1 Sanjay Patel v Kingston Left Handers 4 May, 4-7 Hemin Patel v Enterprise 20 July, 4-12 Hemin Patel v West XI 13 July, 4-13 Pete Berkeley of London Saints 1 June, 4-14 Hemin Patel v St. Anne’s Allstars 27 April, 4-14 Hemin Patel v London Saints 1 June, 4-15 Rapusingha of Battersea Ironsides 27 July, 4-19 Murali Kalidinda v Old Tenisonians 6 July, 4-22 Ravi Inkollu v Battersea Ironsides 27 July, 4-39 Stuart Snelling v West One 3 August
Weasels sack The Gents 
Apologies for not getting back to you sooner (writes NBW’s captain Tom Pagan), I think Min must have come down with whatever’s doing the rounds at the moment. We are in the process of cutting down our fixture list going by the fixtures we have the most difficulty getting teams out against, and unfortunately we have decided it’s best to at least give The Gents/Weasels fixture a break next season.

This has been a hard decision to make and there has been plenty of debate within the club over the fixture. You could well be our oldest existing fixture and we’ve always got on well off the pitch so it’s not a decision we take lightly. There is though the perception that you’re too strong for us nowadays and this is borne out by the real struggle we’ve had getting eleven out for the fixture (two cancellations in the last two seasons). Our Courtneys and Greg Wheldons have left us, Jez has semi-retired and Bish and Adam don’t tend to play weekends so we do often field very inexperienced, heavily social teams on weekends who we want to give the best chance possible of coming away with the match with something. In light of this we feel we need to really rationalise the fixture list.

We do wish you all the best for the future and as the clubs both continue to evolve hopefully we’ll once again find ourselves as well-matched as we were in years gone by and can renew the fixture.

(We have mixed feelings about this but thanks to Tom for a direct and honest communication. The clubs have had some classic encounters over the years and The Gents wish the Weasels well for 2009. Ed.) 

Game 20: HSBC Sports Club, New Beckenham, Sunday 7 September. West XI won toss. Cloudy, 18C

House of horrors
A tale must be told elsewhere of the logistical problems that beset The Gents, but suffice it to say at the outset that the chirpy West XI were the better side in every department here, skittling the visitors for their lowest total since 2003, their lowest against West XI and the fourth lowest against all opposition. On the back foot all day, The Gents fielded and bowled well enough but collapsed against accurate bowling with some poor shot selection. My how West XI enjoyed it – ‘Careful guys, there might be one of them who can make a game of it’ crowed Rawlings at six down. He need not have worried.
West XI batted skilfully against some lively bowling, Dane scoring an outstanding fifty. The fielding never wilted and Hemin Patel (Taylor) and Snelling (Wright) took good caught and bowleds, Inkollu bowling Vine and Rawlings in his fiery second spell and Hemin breaking the opening stand by having Bapu lbw. 

While not the strongest Gents’ batting line up ever to take the field, it should have done a lot better. Just as middle order batsmen are inspired by long opening stands, the fall of early wickets can cause panic to set in. That is what happened here. The light was poor but to his credit Wright did not bowl his fastest two bowlers, himself and Vine. Nor did he complain when Inkollu was bowling his missiles towards the end of the first innings, also in indifferent light. Only Gilkes and Kalidinda batted well. Steve Bignell’s report is fair:
‘West XI retained the Bob Ashton Memorial Cup with a convincing victory at a gloomy Beckenham thanks to a solid batting effort in difficult conditions, followed by an exceptional performance in the field as The Gents disappointingly wilted to 57 all out, their lowest ever total in this competition.

The match nearly didn’t take place at all: the groundsman had apparently called the game off without notifying anyone and gone on holiday to Greece! Fortunately, following some executive negotiation, it was agreed the match could take place. Luckily the rain held off for the second consecutive Sunday and the game went its full course. The covered wicket was damp but held up well, though the outfield was slow and boundaries were at a premium. In the circumstances the Beggars’ score of 153-5 was a fine effort, built around yet another cultured innings from Chris Dane, who made a faultless 62 not out (his fourth half-century of the season and lifting his 2008 aggregate to 545 runs and counting) and steady contributions from Taylor, Bapu and Vine. Stewart batted 21 overs for his 24 runs until dismissed caught and bowled by Hemin Patel, who also outed Prab, lbw for 18. The openers had put up a solid 35 in 12 overs against some hostile bowling from Snelling and Inkollu. Vine was then dropped twice on the boundary and eventually bowled by the highly impressive Inkollu, who repeated the trick against Rawlings two balls later. The Gents bowled and fielded with some determination, allowing only eight boundaries.

Sadly, their batting reply never got out of the starting blocks as they were skittled for just 57 in under 26 overs, eight of which were maidens! Taylor’s opening spell of 3-13, well supported by McGirr, put them on the back foot from the off, with only Gilkes and the young Kalidinda showing any real aggression. When Sanjay Patel holed out to Dave Laing’s second top catch at mid-off the game was up. Phil Hill and Chris Dane filled their boots with a brace of wickets each as too many batsmen were dismissed playing across the line to straight deliveries. This series has followed a similar pattern in recent years; Gents getting off to a flier then failing to win the second game and being well beaten in the third, the dramatic finale to the second game at Old Tenisonians proving the turning point in 2008.’
 
West XI; Taylor 24, †Bapu 18, Dane 62 not out, Vine 19, Rawlings 0, *Wright 9, R Allerton 4 not out, Rennie, Norcott, Hill, McGirr and Laing did not bat, Extras 17, 153-5 (35 overs)
FoW; 35, 77, 120, 120, 141
Bowling; Snelling 1-29, Inkollu 2-12, H Patel 2-25, Kalidinda 0-17, Sciberras 0-30, S Patel 0-28
Catches; H Patel 1, Snelling 1

Gents; Sciberras 3, †Denton 0, Inkollu 0, Gilkes 14, Kalidinda 19, *S Patel 7, Buck 0, H Patel 4, Snelling 1, Toft 0, Bignell 1 not out, Extras 7, 57 all out (25.4 overs)
FoW; 3, 6, 6, 28, 39, 43, 50, 53, 55, 57
Bowling; Taylor 3-13, McGirr 1-20, Dane 2-10, Hill 2-9, Laing 1-2, Rennie 1-1
Catches; Laing 2, Bapu 1, Taylor 1

Lost by 96 runs

Game 21: GSK Sports Club, Greenford, Sunday 14 September. Gents won toss. Sunny, 19C

Rolling back the years
With the scores level after a day of tense, tight and attritional cricket, left-hander Christy Kulasingam top-edged a spitting, turning Hemin Patel off-break high in the sky. Wicketkeeper Naveed Khan took careful responsibility for the catch and thus we had the second tie of the season. Stuart Snelling, charging in as if it were 1995 and carding his first five-for since 2001, and Ravi Inkollu, with a mature 35, made the most notable individual contributions for The Gents, but this was a good team effort. Though the batting could again fairly be criticised, the bowling and fielding aspects could not be faulted and the result was just. Salix’s match reporter Tony Fletcher noted kindly: ‘Thus the first tie in Salix history and I think it fair to say a perfect end to a fantastic game played in a wonderful spirit’.
Yet at tea The Gents, with only one win here in four games, were downcast, having vowed to dispel the disappointment of New Beckenham. Nine of that side returned with heads held high and were on the ground early, ready, willing and, one believed, able to take advantage of a good toss in perfect conditions of sun and breeze. But the wise ones noted the long grass and damp wicket and murmured that 120 would be a good score.
The Gents struck only four boundaries (three fours and Inkollu’s six) in a pretty disappointing innings that left more than six overs unused. Khan, Sciberras and Gilkes knuckled down and indeed all the batsmen got a start of sorts but the wicket was lively and Salix’s attack good enough to exploit it. The highest stand of the day came when Ken Toft provided gritty support for Inkollu as 25 came for the eighth wicket. But from 84-7 the innings collapsed to 89, closing with a limp chip from Hemin Patel to mid-off. Salix used seven bowlers, all of whom had success. By now The Gents had been joined by Earl Bender of Perivale, who provided astute analysis of proceedings and helped with the scoring. It was good to see him.

The Gents could scarcely have had a better start in Salix’s innings. First Henig pushed Snelling into Sanjay Patel’s mitts at silly mid-on before Darling was run out attempting a second by a smart throw from Hemin Patel to bowler Inkollu. The same batsman had survived an edge to slip in the previous over so the drop was not costly. Snelling then bowled Shaw and it was 11-3. Keaton and Lumsden went on quite serenely and when the former took 14 off the only over of Sanjay Patel’s first spell, Salix needed 53 with seven wickets standing.
Shanvare then had Lumsden leg before Snelling took three more wickets right after drinks. Keaton lofted to long-on Hemin Patel, a fine catch, off the first ball of his second spell, the assertive Singh (who had clubbed Hemin for a six) was lbw and Gavigan caught at the wicket, leaving the great man with the astonishing analysis of 7-4-7-5. Veterans Kulasingam and Fletcher then edged Salix to within 10 runs of victory before the latter holed out off Sciberras to mid-on Sanjay Patel, who then bowled Ellis at 87, conceding only one run of each off his last three overs. As a Salix player had been injured during the film insert, the captains agreed that the lowest scorer could bat twice. Back came Shaw, who damaged Gent hopes in 2006 (52) and 2007 (28). Two more runs came before Hemin Patel and Khan combined to tie the match.

Regarding the preamble in which BBC cameras filmed both teams for the new Dave Gorman show ‘Genius’ (to be shown on BBC2 in early 2009), it is important not to have one’s head turned by the meretricious values of show business. Truth, beauty, love, loyalty and faith are the values that matter most and though The Gents do not always evince them, they do at least try. That said, thanks to Mr Gorman for his kind words and for autographing the scorebook. And we can’t wait to see ourselves on the goggle box.
Gents; †Khan 10, Denton 2, Sciberras 11, Gilkes 7, Inkollu 35, *S Patel 2, Buck 4, Shanvare 3, Toft 2, Snelling 0 not out, H Patel 3, Extras 9, 89 all out (29.5 overs)
FoW; 11, 17, 32, 42, 45, 53, 59, 84, 85, 89
Bowling; Kulasingam 1-12, Lumsden 1-9, Singh 2-23, Ellis 2-15, Fletcher 1-14, Henig 2-13, Keaton 1-1
Catches; Ellis 1, Henig 1, Lumsden 1, Shaw 1, Singh 1 

Salix; Henig 2, Keaton 23, Darling 0, †Shaw (1) 0, Lumsden 5, Singh 14, Gavigan 3, Kulasingam 14, Fletcher 4, Ellis 2, †Shaw (2) 0 not out, Extras 21, 89 all out (32.5 overs)
FoW; 6, 8, 11, 37, 51, 57, 60, 80, 87, 89
Bowling; Snelling 5-7, Inkollu 0-17, H Patel 1-16, S Patel 1-17, Shanvare 1-9, Sciberras 1-20
Catches; Khan 2, S Patel 2, H Patel 1


Tied
Game 22: Hale CC, Surrey, Sunday 28 September. Hale won toss. Sunny, 20C

Hale seizure

The final game of 2008 proceeded to the satisfaction of The Gents, who bowled accurately and batted for the most part sensibly in chasing down a score of 120 with twelve overs and four wickets in hand, the same margin of victory as in 2006. Hale fought hard but were perhaps 30 runs short on a true wicket. There was all the fun of the fair in this beautiful setting: The Gents somehow bowled 42 overs in a 40 over game, Ken Toft gave himself run out when the umpire thought him in and a player loaned by The Gents batting No.11 took two sixes off Hemin Patel. As if that were not enough, there was a spirited post-match cabaret in and outside the Ball and Wicket by the Hale village idiot, who completely lost it after Dave Bender said hello to his dog. It was a deserved victory against a good bunch of guys who were keen to rearrange for 2009, possibly home and away. They made your match reporter and his assistant Mr Bender most welcome, sharing entertaining tales of the not inconsiderable politics of Surrey village cricket.
Consistency of selection helped The Gents, nine of the Salix XI returning, expectant father Richard Gilkes and Daoud Shanvare being replaced by Mark Leeder and Shu Desai, who both had storming matches. Hale’s batsmen had run riot on this ground in August, Spreadborough scoring 119 and famously taking out a pub window with a six in a winning total of 243. But talented though some of their batsmen clearly were, they were given little to hit. Leeder’s analysis after six overs was 1-3 but all the seamers bowled parsimoniously, though Inkollu was troubled by overstepping. Of the slow men, Hemin Patel’s figures were spoiled by Gents 13th. man Rudru’s mighty blows over long-on but Sciberras was tight. Indeed, The Gents’ four most niggardly bowlers carded a combined 30-10-41-8 of which Leeder’s return was a miserly 8-4-9-2.
Hale’s top order made steady progress but boundaries were rare as the score ticked along at two and a half runs an over. Leeder struck in his first over and thereafter wickets fell regularly, though the top five all resisted for a while. Giles popped up the only catch of the innings off Sanjay Patel as the batsmen were worn down by the accuracy of the bowling. The end of the innings was bizarre. Hale were a man short, their twelve-year old Larby travelling down from his morning game with Farnham, so Ravi Inkollu’s flatmate Suman Rudru, who with Murali Kalidinda had kindly turned up to support, donned the pads. He pulled two enormous sixes high into the trees off Hemin Patel to bring up a fair final score. In the confusion, The Gents were allowed to bowl 42 overs.
An excellent DIY tea in the village hall followed and the second innings began at a quarter to five with the shadows lengthening. ‘No risky singles’ said Naveed Khan to Ken Toft but soon poor High Street was trudging back after a simple throw from the ubiquitous Rudru into the ’keeper Giles. Oddly, square leg umpire Sanjay Patel had not given him out, but High Street trudged forlornly to the boundary, technically Retired Out. Peter Denton swished for a few overs before propping one up to Rudru, his third duck in four innings, but Khan was going well. Mark Sciberras brutally cut two fours and pulled another but holed out to young Larby and when Khan edged behind The Gents were 44-4.
The game was effectively won with a composed stand of 45 between Inkollu, an established star and Desai, a star in the making and a very elegant left-handed batsman. Ones, twos and the occasional boundary came but though they both fell Mark Leeder, having bowled superbly, was also on blistering form with the bat and struck four quick fours to secure the win. Sanjay Patel, not out two at the end, batted low once more but he will attract no criticism from those who did get a chance to bat. An enjoyable season then ended with hosts, visitors and local characters in fine form in the Ball and Wicket.
Hale; Calvert 13, Weaver 2, Davies 20, †Giles 5, Spreadborough 8, Punchard 0, Rees 5, Watmore 17, Marshall 3, Davis 2 not out, Rudru 13, Extras 28, 120 all out (42 overs)
FoW; 19, 41, 56, 62, 66, 67, 74, 89, 99, 120
Bowling; Snelling 2-12, Inkollu 1-19, Leeder 2-9, H Patel 0-38, S Patel 2-11, Sciberras 2-9
Catches; Desai 1

Gents; Toft 0, Khan 18, †Denton 0, Sciberras 12, Inkollu 33, Desai 15, Leeder 20 not out, *S Patel 2 not out, Buck, Snelling and H Patel did not bat, Extras 21, 124-6 (28 overs)
FoW; 8, 24, 38, 44, 89, 108
Bowling; Spreadborough 1-40, Rudru 0-15, Rees 2-19, Larby 0-11, Watmore 2-30, Weaver 0-6
Catches; Giles 1, Larby 1, Rudru 1, Weaver 1

Won by 4 wickets
West XI/Gents in Menorca

Games 24/25: Menorca, Saturday 11 October and Sunday 12 October
In one of the most remarkable matches the club has ever played, West XI defeated Menorca in a dramatic finale in the second of the two weekend fixtures, skipper Chris Wright hitting a mammoth 135 not out to secure an improbable victory with three balls to spare, arguably the greatest innings ever by a Beggar batsman, since (with 27 extras) his colleagues could muster a total of just 22 runs between them!

The slightly weaker than usual touring party had been bolstered by GWLCC guests HP Denton, Hemin Patel and Shu Desai, who all played their part in a fascinating weekend’s cricket. Desai was loaned out to Menorca’s Sunday team of veterans, colts and the physically challenged, Steve Bignell standing down for the visitors and umpiring the entire match. Nevertheless, the home side were allowed to accumulate far too big a total thanks to some sloppy cricket and another excellent innings from Morris, their 61-year old opener, who carried his bat for 109, the next highest score being 14. Rowan Allerton saved the last game of the season for his most impressive bowling spell, taking 4-21 in six overs and getting good pace and bounce on the artificial wicket, as well as adding two more catches to his growing bag of statistics. Hemin weighed in with 2-34, though he had tried to bowl too quickly on the unresponsive pitch.

The tourists looked to have enough to reach a target of 182 but succumbed to the biggest display of mass suicide since the Jonestown People’s Temple bloodbath of 1978, a succession of batsmen throwing away their wickets after Denton had been bowled by the first ball of the innings. Only Chairman Alie is exempt from any criticism, run out yet again by his captain in a typical moment of Wrighty madness, which prompted much universal wailing and gnashing of teeth on his return to the boundary, not to mention the menace of physical violence, resignation threats and an almost total collapse of the cricket club! Chris had started his innings in belligerent mood and it seemingly only required someone to bat sensibly and stay with him long enough to complete the job, but sadly the ideal candidate was wearing the umpire’s coat. 

Hemin Patel – coming in at number ten with the score at a desperate 93-8 – looked to be the last hope, but he allowed himself to be wound up by the gobby ’keeper and after one iffy aerial boundary was bowled round his legs, executing an appalling stroke, by the young Cotton. With 65 still required in 12 overs in came Dave Laing, statistically the club’s worst batsman. What followed has gone down in club folklore as he and Wrighty stayed together till the end in a record tenth-wicket partnership, Dave’s contribution being much stoic defence, bum-wiggling, a stout pair of underpants, but no runs, though such was Chris’s innings management that his partner did not have to face too many deliveries, the skipper mixing circumspection with a boundary and necessary single every over, the only dodgy moment coming when he was dropped at deep square leg shortly after completing his hundred. A fumble at long-off to the third ball of the last over signalled a most unlikely victory, accompanied by a mass pitch invasion. Chris’s innings included five sixes, 18 fours and he batted for a total of 2 hours 35 minutes. Amazingly, in this match, 244 of the 317 runs scored came from just two batsmen, the next highest score being 14. The opposition may not have been the strongest, but in terms of the turnaround in the match situation, this was probably the club’s finest hour, with the possible exception of the dramatic win over The Gents at Old Tenisonians three months earlier. 

The Saturday contest against Menorca’s International XI was more routine, reduced to 35 overs for some unknown reason, the home team accumulating an impressive 191-3 with opener Phillips hitting 92 and Sturgeon 58. Of the bowlers, only John McGirr (1-15 in a frugal seven overs) emerged with much credit. In reply, Bignell and Denton got off to a steady start (45 in 18 overs) against some tight bowling, but it proved too steady, the later batsmen having to take unnecessary risks as the tourists collapsed to 99-7 in 27 overs. HP top-scored with a somewhat inconsistent 32 and Wrighty hit a brisk 25, but the game was up, allowing Damien Zachlod (26*) and Dave Bender (15*) to put together a relaxed partnership of 43 against some occasional bowlers as the match drifted towards an inevitable conclusion.

Altogether a most enjoyable weekend, played out in overcast and somewhat humid conditions. The guests contributed to the enjoyment and sociability considerably, particularly the lively Gent/Beggar banter, which cranked up to Stadium level following the arrival of Phil Hill on Saturday after a rail and sea journey in tandem with namesake Walton, the GWLCC contingent defending their corner valiantly, though young Hemin needs to polish his social skills in polite company.

Menorca; C Phillips 92, Tysoe 3, Sturgeon 58, Hole 19 not out, Cockcroft 7 not out, Barker, Morris, Bodin, Osterberry, Rodnum and P Wright did not bat, Extras 12, 191-3 (35 overs)
FoW; 7, 146, 171

Bowling; McGirr 1-15, C Wright 0-28, R Allerton 0-34, Patel 0-28, Laing 1-50, Bignell 0-30

Catches; Rennie 1 Stumpings; Denton 1
West XI; Bignell 16, Denton 32, Rennie 8, Wright 25, R Allerton 5, Desai 5, Patel 1, Zachlod 26 not out, Bender 15 not out, K Allerton and Laing (McGirr) did not bat, Extras 10, 142-7 ( 35 overs)

FoW; 45, 62, 70, 75, 97, 97, 99

Bowling; Barker 0-15, Morris 0-19, Bodin 1-45, C Phillips 4-18, Osterberry 1-12, Rodnum 0-15, Cockcroft 0-10, P Wright 0-5

Lost by 49 runs

Menorca; Morris 109 not out, Nuttall 8, P Wright 3, Johnstone 14, Ellison 0, S Cotton 0, B Phillips 0, T Cotton 12, Desai 10, Hole 4 not out, C Phillips did not bat, Extras 21, 181-8 (40 overs)

FoW; 24, 27, 73, 75, 85, 86, 129, 168

Bowling: McGirr 1-31, Hill 0-29, Patel 2-34, C Wright 0-28, Rennie 0-13, R All’n 4-21, B’der 1-12, Laing 0-10

Catches; R Allerton 2, Wright 2, Walton 1, Zachlod 1
West XI; Denton 0, Rennie 2, Walton 0, Wright 135 not out, Zachlod 5, Hill 1, R Allerton 4, K Allerton 0, Bender 2, Patel 8, Laing 0 not out, Extras 27, 184-9 (39.3 overs)

FoW; 0, 6, 27, 56, 64, 71, 75, 93, 117

Bowling; S Cotton 1-36, P Wright 2-20, Nuttall 2-35, C Phillips 2-19, T Cotton 1-33, Morris 0-18, B Ph’ps 0-18
Won by 1 wicket

C Wright v highest percentage of runs in an innings by Test batsmen
	Player
	Runs
	Total
	%
	Team
	Opposition
	Year

	C Wright
	135*
	184
	73.4
	West XI
	Menorca
	2008

	C Bannerman
	165*
	245
	67.3
	Australia
	England
	1877

	MJ Slater
	123
	184
	66.8
	Australia
	England
	1999

	VVS Laxman
	167
	261
	64.0
	India
	Australia
	2000

	CG Greenidge
	134
	211
	63.5
	West Indies
	England
	1976


(To think that Mr Wright tops such an eminent list! He is a phenomenon. At least we have been spared one of his centuries. To paraphrase Old Tenisonians’ skipper after he heard about a certain Mr Husain’s 143* in 2007. ‘You might fluke a thirty but all fifties have merit and all hundreds are things to treasure. You do not score a ton by luck’. To say that we earnestly want to see Chris’s stumps knocked back for a duck more than any other batsman on the circuit does not diminish our admiration for him. It enhances it. Ed.)

Gent ex-pat in Strictly prog rock horror 

Mr Ashton has for some years flung open his doors to the needy at Christmas and 2008 was no exception. Our spy in the north reports that he ‘had not been well with the ’flu and hardly went out at all whilst I was up there. I can only assume this was responsible for a rather embarrassing incident (combined with lack of food and an excess of gin and medicinal whisky) provoked by the Prog Rock Britannia BBC4 documentary, which inspired him to put an ELO disc on the turntable and breakdance around the house for about 20 minutes in his dressing-gown, during which he fell over a few times and did considerable damage to his already dodgy knees. Mr Hill thought it hilarious and recorded it all on his video phone and will no doubt share it with you some time.’
Stevie B out and about

Shades of Phil Collins at Live Aid ’85 last night as I solved an annoying footy dichotomy by attending Arsenal 3 Wolves 1 Youth Cup tie at Barnet, then motored up the road for the second half of Wingate and Finchley 3 Enfield 2. After years of struggle, W & F have an excellent team this season and have only lost twice in the league. Even better, the amiable gateman lets me in for half price! If they win their games in hand they could be in the top three of Ryman League One North.
The 2009 season has yet to begin 

	Date
	Opponent
	Venue
	Date
	Opponent
	Venue

	Sat 25 April
	St. Anne’s Allstars
	Away
	Sun 19 July
	West XI (BAMC)
	OTCC

	Sun 3 May
	Kingston LH
	Home
	Sat 25 July
	TBD
	Hampshire

	Sat 9/Sun 10 May
	TBD
	TBD
	Sun 26 July
	Crown Taverners
	Blackwater

	Sun 17 May
	London Saints
	Home
	Sat 1/Sun 2 Aug
	TBD
	OTCC

	Sun 24 May
	Kingston
	Home
	Sat 8/Sun 9 Aug
	TBD
	TBD

	Sun 31 May
	West XI (BAMC)
	Away
	Sun 16 Aug
	London Saints
	Old Haberdashers

	Sat 6 June
	London Rams
	Home
	Sun 23 Aug
	British Library
	OTCC

	Sun 14 June
	Cairns Fudge
	Home
	Sat 29/Sun 30 Aug
	TBD
	TBD

	Sun 21 June
	Hale
	Home
	Sun 6 Sept
	West XI (BAMC)
	TBD

	Sun 28 June
	West One
	Away
	Sun 13 Sept
	Salix
	GSK Greenford

	Sun 5 July
	Old Tenisonians
	OTCC
	Sat 19/Sun 20 Sept
	TBD
	TBD

	Sat 11 July
	Enterprise
	Home
	Sun 27 Sept
	Hale
	Away


This list is something of a work in progress but first let praise be given to Mark Sciberras for his ceaseless endeavours in arranging the first Hampshire tour on 25/26 July, a week after the West XI game, giving time for either a 48 hour celebration or a fair trial followed by immolation of guilty parties in a wicker basket. We will advise details of the Saturday game and accommodation, etc. in due course. Tourists should bone up on the local dialect:

Examples of Hampshire dialect

Pooster 

A poser
Flittershitters 

When something falls apart

Swadgel 

To swagger 
Loucster 

Rubbish
Shrammed 

To be very cold
My dog could kill you four cunts *
You are very welcome in the Ball and Wicket

* Hale only

Some games are still TBD, including Burton’s Court and a Twenty/20, though perhaps the 2 August OTCC game may not be the ideal week for the bishbashboshathon, coming straight after the tour. Weasels, Purley Arms and Battersea Ironsides are gone, but Dhruv Patel’s talented Close PF will return and should not be misunderestimated. There are so far three Saturday games of the five requested at the AGM: St. Anne’s Allstars, Rams and Enterprise. The other new oppo are the eminent academics from British Library, one of four games at Old Tenisonians in addition to OTCC themselves, West XI and the 2 August TBD oppo. 

Nets

Nets will be at the usual venue, Teddingon SC, Broom Road. The total cost this year will be £154.80, so we need them to be well attended to minimise the club subsidy. See you there: 

12 – 2 Sunday 15 February

12 – 2 Sunday 15 March

12 – 2 Sunday 5 April

12 – 2 Sunday 19 April










