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Ravi returns to India
Ravi Kumar Inkollu has returned to India after two years gracing Gents colours. A principled, kind and devoutly religious man, he was a highly competitive cricketer and on his day a fearsome all rounder, who thoroughly deserved his three playing awards. He will be much missed, as much for his sportsmanship as playing ability. He was the first to congratulate an opponent for a good innings or piece of bowling, he removed the posts from the Fairfield RG wicket when the task had proved beyond the individual paid by Quadron to perform said service and he broke a stump bowling a Battersea Ironsides batsman. His 39 matches in two years testifies to his commitment. His playing record is shown below. God speed you, sir.
	M.
	I.
	NO.
	R
	50s
	HS
	Av.
	Ct.
	O
	M
	R
	W
	4w
	Av
	BB

	39
	34
	6
	702
	4
	80
	25.07
	5
	180.1
	22
	548
	50
	3
	10.96
	4-16


The Gent seldom ventures into politics, but is there not something wrong with this country’s values of what constitutes a fit and proper person when it cannot find a place for such a hard-working lad? The warm interest shown in Ravi’s movements by the Immigration Service is just the latest example of persecution of our club by idiotic representatives of the public sector. The tax rodents have long had it in for GWLCC, twice double-booking Surbiton pitches, failing to administer the Editor’s Job Seeker’s Allowance during a brief period between engagements in 2003 and scandalously employing in the Home Office a troubled individual who, while captain of his cricket team, made absurd and unfounded allegations of verbal abuse against a bequiffed former Gent vice-captain, whose name we cannot reveel. Most recently, the Editor was visited by a mile-wide female PCSO and told to tidy up his front hedge. One suspects there was a bush greater in need of trimming than the glorious spiraea at Gent House. To quote Travis in Taxi Driver, One day a real rain will come 
2010 results and fixtures
	Date
	Gents
	Result
	West XI
	Result

	Sun 18 April
	Jay Bharat
	Lost by 4 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 25 April
	St. Anne’s Allstars
	Won by 35 runs
	Cincinnati
	Lost by 73 runs

	Sun 2 May
	Hounslow Hawks
	Cancelled (rain)
	Dinder
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 9 May
	Ruislip Victoria
	Won by 8 wickets
	Plums
	Lost by 4 wickets

	Sun 16 May
	West XI
	Won by 35 runs
	Gentlemen of West London
	Lost by 35 runs

	Sun 23 May
	London Saints
	Crown Taverners
	Ruislip Victoria
	LMPF Greenford

	Sun 30 May
	Swinging Googlies
	Long Ditton RG
	-
	-

	Sat 5 June
	Old Grumblers
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sun 6 June
	London Rams
	Fairfield RG
	London Saints
	Away (TBC)

	Sat 12 June
	-
	-
	Fulmer
	Winchmore Hill

	Sun 13 June
	Kingston
	Fairfield RG
	-
	-

	Sat 19 June
	
	
	North Star
	Chigwell

	Sun 20 June
	Hale
	Crown Taverners
	Whalers
	CSSC Chiswick

	Sun 27 June
	Cairns Fudge
	Fairfield RG
	Captain’s Select
	Winchmore Hill

	Sat 3 July
	-
	-
	North Curry
	Away (tour)

	Sun 4 July
	Old Tenisons
	Old Tenisons
	Dinder
	Away (tour)

	Sun 11 July
	West XI
	LMPF Greenford
	Gentlemen of West London
	LMPF Greenford

	Sat 17 July
	-
	-
	Northfields
	Ealing

	Sun 18 July
	Pak/Enterprise

2 x T20
	Old Tenisons
	-
	-

	Sun 25 July
	Crown Taverners
	Crown Taverners
	Sunderland SC
	Winchmore Hill

	Sun 1 Aug
	Close PF 2 x T20
	Old Tenisons
	Barnet
	Barnet

	Sun 8 Aug
	Northfields
	Alexandra RG
	Acme
	LMPF Greenford

	Sun 15 Aug
	London Saints
	Old Haberdashers
	Octopus
	Winchmore Hill

	Sun 22 Aug
	West XI
	Old Tenisons
	Gentlemen of West London
	Old Tenisons

	Sun 29 Aug
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mon 30 Aug
	Brentham
	Brentham CC
	-
	-

	Sun 5 Sept
	Village
	Fairfield RG
	Plums
	Winchmore Hill

	Sun 12 Sept
	Salix
	Harlington
	Belmont and Edgware
	Watford

	Sun 19 Sept
	-
	-
	CAMRA
	Morden

	Sat 25 Sept
	-
	-
	Bures
	Away

	Sun 26 Sept
	Hale
	Hale
	-
	-

	Record
	Played 4 Won 3 Lost 1
	Played 3 Won 0 Lost 3

	Runs
	Dubey 84, H Desai 71, Kumar 61, S Patel 54 
	Wright 90, Dane 59, Bapu 37

	Wickets
	H Patel/S Patel 6, Jones 4, 4 players 3
	Dane 10, Cattee 6, Boden 3

	Catches
	S Desai 6, S Patel 3, H Desai/Gilkes 2, 2 players 1
	R Allerton 3, 6 players 1

	
	
	
	
	


Jay Bharat v. Gentlemen of West London
Sunday 18 April 2010, Rickmansworth CC. Gents won toss. Sunny, 17C

Lost by 4 wickets

Two well-matched sides contested the earliest game in Gents history, Jay Bharat maintaining their unbeaten run in this series with a win by four wickets. They deserved it too. When the hosts plummeted to 29-5, Gents were favourites but a composed, unbeaten 66 from Anit, supported well by the stonewalling opener Ketan and latterly Vijay, saw Jay Bharat over the line. For The Gents, accomplished all-round performances by Dubey (his maiden fifty), Rudru and former captain Sanjay Patel were the highlights. Thus, Hemin Patel suffered his first captain’s defeat and although there were eleven very disappointed Gents at the end, it was far from a poor performance.

The run up to the game saw several pull outs but eleven men defied volcanic ash, comedy bus replacement services and Sunday traffic to make it onto the ground on time. The decision not to permit the grass wicket to be used was wise for the ground was still damp, but the matting wicket slap bang in the middle of a scruffy rugby field was not ideal. Boundaries would be scarce all day as potential fours were turned into ones and twos.

The basic problem was a patchy performance by The Gents’ batsmen which the bowlers could not quite redeem. Khan, bowled through the gate, Desai, well held at slip after the wicket-keeper had parried the ball, and Kalidindi fell early, but Rudru had started promisingly before edging to gully. Sanjay Patel and Dubey then defied the dodgy artificial strip and long outfield to add 76, the latter smiting five fours and three sixes, the only maxima of the day. This was the only period in the innings when Jay Bharat’s fielding looked ragged but they fought back spiritedly to clean up the tail in short order, 1.5 overs left unbowled. Still, 146 was above expectations though somewhat disappointing after the comparative riches of 110-4 with eleven overs remaining.

The Gents got off to a flier when Jay Bharat replied at five o’clock. A smart throw by Sanjay Patel into bowler Khan ran out Sohan before two leg-before appeals by Rudru and Dubey were upheld by the umpire. Dubey then induced two edges in an over to Desai to leave the hosts on 29-5. Anit batted in a composed methodical style. Recognising that boundaries were hard to come by, he scored his ones and twos with Ketan, whose invaluable 25 lasted 25 overs. For two relative veterans, their running between the wickets was exemplary and although there were a couple of close shouts for a run out, they took the score to 92 before Rudru found Ketan’s edge. Vijay then carried on where the opener left off. Hemin Patel and Sciberras went for a combined 46 in five overs as Jay Bharat sensed victory, which came with nine balls remaining, Anit unbeaten on 66, having hit four fours. As the pressure mounted, the fielding slackened and the hosts took full advantage. Eight bowlers were used but only Rudru, Dubey and the unlucky Sanjay Patel looked likely to take a wicket in the final stages.

Jay Bharat were friendly hosts and the teams got on well but one suspects that their quality was an eye-opener to one or two Gents who have known little but success. That is perhaps how it should be and there will be many tough battles ahead in 2010.

	Gentlemen of West London
	Jay Bharat

	†S Desai
	c Anil
	b Harsh
	3
	Ketan
	c S Desai
	b Rudru
	25

	Khan
	
	b Chintan
	6
	Sohan
	run out
	
	0

	Rudru
	c Anil
	b Vijay
	18
	Jay
	lbw
	b Rudru
	4

	Kalidindi
	
	b Chintan
	4
	Rohan
	lbw
	b Dubey
	14

	S Patel
	c Chintan
	b Rohan
	30
	Chintan
	c S Desai
	b Dubey
	0

	Dubey
	run out
	
	57
	Anil
	c S Desai
	b Dubey
	0

	Kumar
	c Harsh
	b Rohan
	0
	Anit
	not out
	
	66

	Sciberras
	
	b Anit
	7
	Vijay
	not out
	
	22

	Palmer
	run out
	
	1
	Harsh
	did not bat
	
	

	*H Patel
	
	b Vasu
	0
	Hardik
	did not bat
	
	

	Toft
	not out
	
	1
	Vasu
	did not bat
	
	

	Extras
	
	1nb 10w 3b 3lb
	17
	Extras
	
	2nb 10w 4b 1lb
	17

	Total
	33.1 overs
	All out
	146
	Total
	33.3 overs
	6 wickets
	147

	FoW: 10, 16, 25, 38, 114, 131, 136, 138, 139, 146 
	FoW: 3, 9, 29, 29, 29, 92

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	Chintan
	7-1-26-2
	
	
	Rudru
	7-0-25-2
	
	

	Harsh
	7-3-10-1
	
	
	Khan
	4-0-12-0
	
	

	Vijay 
	4-1-13-1
	
	
	S Patel
	7-1-22-0
	
	

	Anil
	4-0-24-0
	
	
	Dubey
	5.3-1-18-3
	
	

	Hardik
	4-0-32-0
	
	
	Kumar
	3-0-11-0
	
	

	Rohan
	3-0-27-2
	
	
	H Patel
	4-0-35-0
	
	

	Anit
	2.1-0-4-1
	
	
	Sciberras
	1-0-11-0
	
	

	Vasu
	2-0-5-1
	
	
	Kalidindi
	2-0-8-0
	
	


Gentlemen of West London v. St. Anne’s Allstars
Sunday 25 April 2010, Fairfield RG, Kingston. Gents won toss. Sunny, 19C

Won by 35 runs

The Gents shaded a tense game when Sanjay Patel pinned James Morgan under lowering skies for a magnificent 73, quite the innings of the day. St. Anne’s Allstars had fought back hard after losing their openers early to an inspired spell by Sumit Kumar, but extras proved decisive and within one run accounted for The Gents’ win. Himanshu Desai followed his marathon 28-over vigil for 41 with an exemplary display behind the timbers, not conceding a single bye on a lively wicket. Indeed, the hosts’ fielding was sound throughout. The variable bounce attracted comment and the pitch certainly posed a few challenges, which made the innings of Desai and Morgan all the more meritorious.

St. Anne’s did not lack quality in their team and included Salix’s former captain Tony Fletcher and Village’s captain Alan White, both of whom Gents will meet in September. It was a most interesting side, with a father/son combination and a bowler of Chinamen (left-arm wrist spin). The Gents debuted Mark Jones and George Wright, two surnames replete with history in the club’s annals. Both lads made a positive contribution. The Gents raced to 20 off 2 overs as the extras piled up, and maintained a scoring rate of five an over until 14 year-old Gus Grant’s off spin and Haddow-Allen’s wily seam applied the brakes towards the end of the innings. Batsmen came and went, most getting a start, but at 93-6 after 18 overs the hosts were facing an undignified total. Desai junior batted masterfully, however, and received staunch support from Kumar, both adapting to the conditions wisely. Their stand of 44 broke no records, but was the highest of the day. After Kumar shelled a caught and bowled to Grant junior, Desai fell off strike for a few overs and eventually departed 9 short of a deserved maiden fifty. When Tristan Haddow-Allen is the eighth bowler you know any runs will have been hard earned. So it proved and 157 was a satisfactory total.

Allstars started their innings attritionally, just 35 runs coming in 14 overs, Kumar and Khan (the former bowled through) showing their intelligence as bowlers with accuracy and movement. As often happens, the distribution of wickets was lopsided with Kumar bowling Fletcher, inducing a nick off Haddow-Allen and bowling Grant junior. Khan deserved some material success but 7-2-18-0 was a fine analysis. James Morgan was now at the crease and with Nicol began to turn the game round. They both survived tough early chances but were batting with great confidence when Hemin Patel struck in his fourth over, Desai senior diving a take a beautiful catch in the covers. White hit a towering six off the captain before holing out to mid-on two balls later but it only needed someone to stay with Morgan to the end to see St Anne’s home and hosed. Buck caught Grant senior at gully to give the captain his third wicket before the pacy Jones bowled Hautot and Harrison in indifferent light. But Morgan was not throwing in the towel and took Jones for three fours in four balls before Sanjay Patel had him lbw for 73 in the 31st. over. It had been an enjoyable game with much quality in both sides. Everyone knows that one day Tristan Haddow-Allen will destroy The Gents with the bat but that day is deferred at least for another year. Thanks to the debutants, who were useful cricketers and friendly chaps whom we shall see again.

	Gentlemen of West London
	St. Anne’s Allstars

	Khan
	
	b White
	6
	*Haddow-Allen
	c H Desai
	b Kumar
	3

	S Desai
	
	b Morgan
	10
	Fletcher
	
	b Kumar
	0

	G Wright
	c G Grant
	b White
	10
	Morgan
	lbw
	b S Patel
	73

	†H Desai
	lbw
	b G Grant
	41
	G Grant
	
	b Kumar
	6

	S Patel
	c Harrison
	b T Grant
	7
	Nicol
	c S Desai
	b H Patel
	15

	Jones
	run out
	
	10
	White
	c S Patel
	b H Patel
	7

	*H Patel
	
	b Thompson
	1
	T Grant
	c Buck
	b H Patel
	2

	Kumar
	c and
	b G Grant
	11
	†Hautot
	
	b Jones
	2

	Toft
	c T Grant
	b Haddow-Allen
	1
	Harrison
	
	b Jones
	4

	Buck
	not out
	
	9
	Thompson
	not out
	
	0

	Caveney
	run out
	
	0
	
	
	
	

	Extras
	
	2nb 26w 15b 3lb
	46
	Extras
	
	1nb 5w 1lb
	10

	Total
	34 overs
	All out
	157
	Total
	30.3 overs
	All out
	122

	FoW: 24, 32, 39, 59, 90, 93, 137, 145, 151, 157 
	FoW: 2, 7, 19, 62, 72, 87, 95, 106, 122

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	White
	4-0-17-2
	
	
	Khan
	7-2-18-0
	
	

	Morgan
	5-0-24-1
	
	
	Kumar
	7-0-17-3
	
	

	T Grant 
	5-0-25-1
	
	
	H Patel
	7-0-32-3
	
	

	Nicol
	2-0-9-0
	
	
	S Patel
	5.1-0-28-1
	
	

	Thompson
	7-0-23-1
	
	
	Jones
	4-0-23-2
	
	

	Harrison
	3-0-21-0
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G Grant
	5-1-12-2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Haddow-Allen
	3-1-9-1
	
	
	
	
	
	


Ruislip Victoria v. Gentlemen of West London
Sunday 9 May 2010, London Marathon PF, Greenford. Gents won toss. Cloudy, 12C

Won by 8 wickets

The Gents won easily enough in the end but seldom has the adage catches win matches been more apposite. A sensational fielding display, allied to early seam movement and rash calling, reduced Victoria to 15-6 in the fourth over before the tail, led by the brilliant Ritesh Patel turned round the innings, posting with Vishal a record opponents’ stand, 64 for the seventh wicket. The hosts, not helped by sepulchral gloom and the dark background of fir trees, then shelled a series of catches offered by The Gents batsmen, who took full advantage. A convincing win, therefore, inspired by fifteen minutes of utter madness on a hugely entertaining, if cold day.

Victoria were splendid, keen hosts, doing their stretching exercises and jogging round the boundary of this excellent ground. In his prematch pep talk, skipper Aatif Nawaz had impressed upon his young side the values of shot selection and patience. Sanjay Patel promptly bowled Kunal with a shooter sixth ball of the match.
Mark Jones struggled a tad, six coming off his first over, before Patel yorked Nawaz and pinned Ranjit. Jones’s second over then provided breathless entertainment, with three wickets including a run out and a series of high no balls and wides. Vijay was spectacularly caught in the covers by a diving Sachin Desai, Rishi, attempting a tight second off a no ball that evaded Shu Desai, was run out by a direct hit by fine leg Sanjay Patel and Chirag was yorked, the batsmen spending the remainder of the over studiously watching triple bouncers dobble through to the ’keeper or diving under head high beamers. This bizarre start had an element of knockabout comedy.

Vishal and the dashing Patel (five four, three sixes) then proceeded to oust Plums Snyman and Attenborough from the eminent list of record stands. It was accomplished cricket against tight bowling from Dubey and Kumar, though Hemin Patel was troubled by wides. They took the score to 79 before the latter induced a diving catch by Sanjay Patel at mid-on. Victoria’s experienced tail then hung around as Patel gave full vent to his repertoire, taking 20 off Newcombe’s first seven balls before holing out to Gilkes on the long-on boundary. A smart caught and bowled and a second Gilkes catch then wrapped up the innings to give Newcombe his three wickets, a brave response to the early tap he endured and vindication of the skipper’s decision not to take him off after a first over that was dispiriting for him. Kumar again did his job well in six tight overs.

The captain and Desai senior then fashioned a very solid stand of 43 in 11 overs for the first wicket, surviving accurate bowling (the first two overs were maidens), several dropped catches and run out chances to play some fine shots. Desai was adjudged lbw to left-arm over bowler Kunal for a tidy 17 (two fours) before the captain holed out off the last ball before drinks for a powerful 36 (four fours). He had also cost the club a few bob in breaking two bats, which should, according to one wag, be sold on eBay to help fund Hemin Patel’s etiquette lessons. Shu Desai (one four) and Nilesh Dubey (four fours) then won the match with a fluent stand of 56 in under six overs, runs coming at a torrent in conditions of Stygian darkness that while barely playable for the batsmen, were almost impossible for the fielders. How wise of Nawaz then to reduce the game to 35 overs from the planned 40. He kindly offered Gents a 2011 rematch, an offer that was taken up with enthusiasm.
	Ruislip Victoria
	Gentlemen of West London

	Vijay
	c S Desai
	b Jones
	3
	S Desai
	lbw
	b Kunal
	17

	Kunal
	
	b S Patel
	1
	*Gilkes
	c Ritesh
	b Nawaz
	36

	*Nawaz
	
	b S Patel
	5
	†H Desai
	not out
	
	29

	Ranjit
	lbw
	b S Patel
	0
	Dubey
	not out
	
	27

	Rishi
	run out
	
	0
	S Patel
	did not bat
	
	

	Vishal
	c S Patel
	b H Patel
	14
	Kumar
	did not bat
	
	

	Chirag
	
	b Jones
	0
	Jones
	did not bat
	
	

	R Patel
	c Gilkes
	b Newcombe
	62
	Caveney
	did not bat
	
	

	Harish
	c and
	b Newcombe
	3
	Newcombe
	did not bat
	
	

	Shiv
	c Gilkes
	b Newcombe
	11
	Toft
	did not bat
	
	

	Giresh
	not out
	
	3
	H Patel
	did not bat
	
	

	Extras
	
	5nb 13w 3b 1lb
	22
	Extras
	
	1nb 8w 5b 3lb
	17

	Total
	31.4 overs
	All out
	125
	Total
	22.4 overs
	2 wickets
	126

	FoW: 3, 12, 12, 12, 14, 15, 79, 107, 112, 125
	FoW: 43, 70

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	S Patel
	6-1-22-3
	
	
	R Patel
	5-0-21-0
	
	

	Jones
	2-0-13-2
	
	
	Shiv
	7-0-34-0
	
	

	Dubey 
	7-1-17-0
	
	
	Nawaz
	5-0-30-1
	
	

	H Patel
	7-0-28-1
	
	
	Kunal
	4-0-17-1
	
	

	Kumar
	6-2-9-0
	
	
	Vijay
	1.4-0-16-0
	
	

	Newcombe
	3.4-0-31-3
	
	
	
	
	
	


West XI v. Gentlemen of West London
Sunday 16 May 2010, Boston Manor PF, Brentford. Gents won toss. Showery, 19C

Won by 19 runs
The Gents gained an early advantage in the 2010 Bob Ashton Memorial Cup with a narrow victory closed out in appalling conditions reminiscent to veterans of this series of the 1990 decider at Warren Farm. The conditions should not, however, detract from a keenly fought game with notable performances on both sides. The stand of 64 between Sumit Kumar (50 with seven fours) and Hemin Patel (38 with six fours, a personal best in his hundredth game for the club) turned the game round from 60-5 and was the matchwinner. Bapu and Wright batted well, the latter giving his side a sniff of victory with a furious assault on Kumar, but The Gents, on a day for the slower bowlers, bowled accurately and held all but one of their catches as West XI batsmen, not helped by several rain breaks and a quagmire of a wicket, fell 19 runs short.
Both sides suffered late withdrawals of major players, Taylor for West XI and Dubey for The Gents, the planned 12-a-side contest being reduced to the customary eleven. Assuming Dubey was en route (he would have batted five), Hemin Patel, mindful of the forecast rain, decided to bat on a pitch that looked perfect but would prove tricky all day. Dane’s fine spell saw the back of Desai bowled and Khan leg before to a full-toss, while the pace of Boden and Wright mopped up Himanshu Desai and Rudru, whose innings, terminated by a twisting slip catch, comprised 13 singles and four drops, so tough was it even for batsmen of his ability.

Sanjay Patel shone briefly before edging behind, executing a Norman Wisdom pratfall in pulling a four over mid-wicket, but at 60-5 in the 19th. over The Gents were on the cusp of a collapse. Sumit Kumar was, however, looking solid in more ways than one and Hemin Patel, having initially put himself down at nine, came in to play his best innings for the club. The pair displayed no little technique, wise shot selection and hit some cracking boundaries. Once the captain fell to Laing Newcombe’s sensible knock saw Kumar to his fifty and Gents to 151-6. West XI had mostly bowled well, Dane and McGirr being the pick.

West XI’s innings began in gloom which quickly turned to showers, then more persistent rain. The opening overs, in which Khan bowled Norcott, saw an even contest between bat and ball, Bapu impressing in his brisk 30. The second-wicket stand of 37 would prove to be the highest of the innings. Boden holed out to backward point and Sanjay Patel picked up the vital wicket of Dane and took a blistering caught and bowled off Bapu to set the cat among the pigeons. Wright gave a tough, low chance to bowler Hemin Patel on nought but after a brief break for rain Rennie hit his own wicket, Salhan was caught behind, Allerton bowled and McGirr stumped.

Needing 55 runs off the final three overs after several interruptions, Chris Wright powered 22, including three fours and a six in an over from Kumar which went for 25 in total. Beggar hopes were rising, but Sciberras bowled him in his super spell and victory was gained at 7.15pm. The bowlers and fielders put in a tremendous shift, in particular Sachin Desai, Newcombe, Palmer and Toft. The latter two neither batted nor bowled but contributed as well as anybody to the victory. The fielding was, to use a term offered by the pick of the bowlers Mr. Sciberras, watertight. The match was played in a happy if on this occasion rather damp spirit.

	Gentlemen of West London
	West XI

	Khan
	lbw
	b Dane
	11
	Bapu
	c and
	b S Patel
	30

	S Desai
	
	b Dane
	4
	Norcott
	
	b Khan
	1

	†H Desai
	c R Allerton
	b Boden
	1
	*Dane
	
	b S Patel
	18

	Rudru
	c Norcott
	b Wright
	13
	Boden
	c S Desai
	b H Patel
	3

	S Patel
	c Bignell
	b Dane
	17
	Wright
	
	b Sciberras
	46

	Kumar
	not out
	
	50
	Rennie
	hit wicket
	b H Patel
	7

	*H Patel
	
	b Laing
	38
	Salhan
	c H Desai
	b Sciberras
	4

	Newcombe
	not out
	
	5
	R Allerton
	
	b Sciberras
	3

	Palmer
	did not bat
	
	
	McGirr
	st H Desai
	b Khan
	3

	Sciberras
	did not bat
	
	
	†Bignell
	not out
	
	1

	Toft
	did not bat
	
	
	Laing
	not out
	
	2

	Extras
	
	4nb 6w 2b 1lb
	13
	Extras
	
	4nb 5w 2b 2lb
	13

	Total
	35 overs
	6 wickets
	151
	Total
	35 overs
	9 wickets
	132

	FoW: 13, 16, 21, 45, 60, 124
	FoW: 11, 48, 57, 57, 70, 77, 91, 116, 129

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	Boden
	7-0-39-1
	
	
	Khan
	6-1-25-2
	
	

	Dane
	7-1-14-3
	
	
	Rudru
	7-1-17-0
	
	

	Wright 
	7-0-33-1
	
	
	S Patel
	7-1-12-2
	
	

	McGirr
	6-1-15-0
	
	
	H Patel
	7-1-17-2
	
	

	Allerton
	4-0-27-0
	
	
	Kumar
	4-0-40-0
	
	

	Laing
	4-0-19-1
	
	
	Sciberras
	4-0-15-3
	
	


Rhythm of the rain
	[image: image2.jpg]



	Among all the rain-induced controversy of this win one important fact is in danger of being forgotten. That is, unless one of the next two games is cancelled, tied or abandoned, then the result has no bearing on the destination of the cup. West XI have to win the last two games, as they would had the match been abandoned, as in all honesty it should have been. A glorious fantasy once described by Tony Buck, in which The Gents gleefully take a draw in the rain in the final leg to win the cup, will, like many of his fantasies, now never be realised. Spare a thought also for the hidden victims of the rain, our wives. Whilst washing our whites brings glamour into their lives, the extra step of soaking them first adds to the day’s work. It all has to be fitted in along the ironing, dusting and vacuuming.


Naveed Khan (above) described The Gents’ fielding performance as the best he had seen since he joined the club. West XI’s own match report called the fielding intense, dealt briefly with The Gents’ batting but praised Sanjay Patel’s bowling. Their captain’s blog praised Rowan Allerton’s magnificent bat hurl, in which the willow traversed a greater distance over the paddy field than most shots had in the previous ten overs. All credit then for a victory earned without several senior players. Gilkes and Snelling were on a Turkish golf course, Iqbal was sojourning in Pakistan and Dubey withdrew just before the match because of a family illness. Should they be available in July along with the eleven who played at Brentford, the captain will have an interesting selection challenge. All one can say is that if West XI turn this series around they will truly have deserved it.
London Saints to grace Headquarters 
London Saints have officially announced to the world’s press that to mark their 30th. anniversary players past and present will grace the Nursery Ground at Lord’s on Friday 11 June in a Twenty20 double header. Steve Keenan is arranging for an official programme (with advertising space available) and John Griffiths is organising shirts to commemorate the day. Spectators are encouraged (there is a bar overlooking the ground). Further details will be announced over the coming weeks. The club sent the following short article to Dave Thomas for inclusion in the programme. It would be good if as many of you as possible could come along for part of the day to support our friends and help them raise money for some good causes.
 

“The Gentlemen of West London wish London Saints all the very best on their special day at Lord’s. What a day it promises to be and rest assured our club will be along to support the occasion. Our rivalry goes back to 1992 and our veterans well remember the first two games, which were in their way classics. Gents won the first by one run when bowler Daniel Todd held his nerve off the final possible ball. Our wicket-keeper that day was Ian Maughan who had a part to play a year on in broiling heat at Town Park. Then Saints scrambled two to win, again off the final possible ball, in a marathon declaration game that ended at 7.40 pm. Dave Thomas was at the wicket on both occasions and was so overcome he left his club’s kit behind, whence it was retrieved and returned by Gents’ captain Mark Ashton, who has never forgotten, or forgiven, the fielding fiasco that allowed two runs off that decisive Burrell hoik that went barely twenty yards from the wicket. That he had responsibility for the field placements is conveniently ignored. Future years would see many similar contests; The Gents are still bruised by that stand between Pete Berkeley and Dave Thomas in Elstree in 2007. All the games have been played in the correct spirit, whoever has won. A club’s ethos derives from the captain and in Dave Thomas London Saints have had one of the best. Good luck for another 30 years. Long may you run.”

The match, in an England v. Rest of the World format, is the first of two significant events that Saints are arranging for 2010. Later in the year they will be hosting an evening with the ex-Saints organisation with proceeds also going to their chosen charities: Peter Osgood Trust (helping disabled and underprivileged children enjoy football), Cedar School, Southampton (helping physically disabled children) and Kevin Moore (ex-Saints player who is suffering from fronotemporal dementia).
Player Factfile –Richard Gilkes
Right-handed batsmen, medium pace bowler

Member of Gents since 2002, chairman 2006 to 2009, elected captain 2010

Also known as ‘Moon Cat’ and ‘Silver Fox’
How old are you? 37

Where were you born? Hersham, Surrey

Where do you live? Bisley, Surrey

What do you do? Project Manager for Virgin Media

How long have you been playing for The Gents? Eight years

What’s your favourite Gents moment? My opening stand with Naveed in the second West XI game of 2009. We were one up in the season and I had been having a shocking run of form and luck going in to the game. It was decided over numerous beers on the Friday at the Surrey game (where we spent all afternoon in the pub as it was raining) that I would like to go back to opening. The game meant so much to a number of us and it got us off to a great start.

Which cricket team do you follow (if any) and why? I played Colts cricket for Weybridge, Guildford and then Pyrford so look out for them in the Surrey Championship. Surrey are my team although they are shocking at the moment. 

What other sports do you play? I used to play good standard football before I got fat and cricket was all I could manage. I had England trials for hockey when I was 16 but didn’t get in and stopped playing when I went to college. I play golf whenever I can and am improving year on year.

What do you listen to in the car? Radio 5 Live, Kiss FM. Anything really!
What other interests do you have besides sport? Drinking, socialising and gambling
Royalists surge to league glory
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Mascot Scotty the Stag in full rut
	It would not be right to ignore the fine season enjoyed by Windsor and Eton FC, who not only won the Southern League (South and Western Division) by one point after winning their last five games but also headed the Fair Play League across all three divisions, showing the value of team discipline with the bench-emptying brawls of yore a distant memory. Second place with 100 points were AFC Totton who almost inevitably duffed out of the play-offs, won by Cirencester Town, who finished in fifth place with a mere 78 points. The great question of the age becomes one of geography. Shall they ply their trade in the Southern League or Isthmian Premier League? Being on the cusp geographically it could take the blazers weeks to decide. 


An interesting aspect of the final 1-0 victory against VT FC (held over to the Monday after all other fixtures had been played) was the crowd, officially recorded as 405 but nearer 700 according to experienced watchers, several hundred bunking in through the gates at the park end. The winning goal was very scruffy, the ball taking about seventeen deflections before being not drilled, not slotted, but bundled home by Nathan Jack. Commiserations to Richard Gilkes’s beloved Woking, who lost to Bath City in the Conference South play-off final in front of an impressive four thousand crowd. Another keen non-league watcher on the circuit is the ageless Steve Bignell, who often has his feet on the terraces at Wingate and Finchley or Enfield Town.

Player Factfile – Naveed Khan
Right-handed batsman, medium pace bowler, part-time wicket-keeper

Member of Gents since 2007, elected chairman 2009

Also known as ‘Nine Lives’
How old are you? 33

Where were you born? Bromley, Kent

Where do you live? Streatham, London

What do you do? Supplier of medical and surgical equipment

How long have you been playing for The Gents? Since mid-season 2007

What’s your favourite Gents moment? Without a doubt the best single moment was catching Neepam Bhatt in the deep in the second fixture of the BAMC in 2009 because that was the moment I knew that the match was secure and the trophy was returning to the club for the first time since 2002 and how much it meant to the more senior members of the club.

Which cricket team do you follow (if any) and why? Lancashire in the domestic game because that’s where Wasim Akram played and Pakistan in the international game. Although I did once (and only once) support another team when Pakistan were playing. It was the 2007 World Cup match versus Ireland and it was St. Patrick’s Day so the Irish in me won the vote!

What other sports do you play? Football weekly, badminton when I can.
What do you listen to in the car? Radio 5 Live

What other interests do you have besides sport? Travelling. I took the family to the Outer Hebrides in March for five days exploring the Isles of Skye, Harris and Lewis
The jury retires
There was conflicting evidence during the St. Anne’s game about the quality of RB Kingston’s 2010 pitches. Whereas there was an authenticated sighting by Albion landlord Pat of a roller being used on the Fairfield RG table in the weeks leading up to the season, the bounce on 25 April was variable, though only accounting for one wicket, Naveed Khan’s. The bowler who got most lift and movement was ex-University of York CC seamer Thompson, who induced a noise on the way through to Hautot behind the timbers. Cue appeals, which were stifled when he realised that the ball had glanced Sumit Kumar’s head. At least a game was had. This had been in doubt when the groundsman grouchily said that he was unwilling to remove the metal posts holding the wicket’s protective chains as they were ‘a new type’. Sanjay Patel soon talked him round. 

The Gents were deprived of another look at Kingston’s wickets when the Hounslow Hawks game was rained off, the first such loss since August 2008. For once, the BBC’s weather forecast was spot on. ‘Sunday will see bad weather for families planning a drive to the DIY or garden centre’ chimed the not unattractive Scotch bird. There is confirmation also of an improved Victoria RG. Battersea Badgers posted 265-1 with two centurions on 8 May, London Rams replying with 204 all out. The pitch presented no problems, though there was a tense run in with the groundsman over grazing rights. 

The most disappointing venue of 2010 stands tied between Rickmansworth CC and Boston Manor PF which was not a patch on its Greenford counterpart. Both were dirty and scruffy with overflowing wastebins while Brentford had flooded changing facilities. Nor was it wise of Harold Wilson’s Transport Secretary to run the M4 elevated section so close to the ground.









