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August sees two new record stands
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	August is proving an Elizabethan period for Himanshu Desai and Rinku Lall, who on successive Sundays broke the club’s 2nd and 4th wicket partnership records with stands of 127 and 162, the latter only 4 runs short of the club’s highest for any wicket, set by Kain and Husain against the same opposition in 2006. Lall scored 61 against Ham and Petersham and a breathtaking 128 off 73 balls against London Saints with 102 in boundaries. Desai’s unobtrusive innings were, however, no less valuable and he proudly stands beside Lall in the annals. Lall’s century was the club’s first since 2008 and has only been exceeded by Jones (158* v. West XI), Husain (143* v. New Barbarian Weasels) and Ashton (137* v. Enterprise). 



Lall provided Elstree with excitement unseen since Roger Moore drove up and down its High Street dodging mad scientists and assassins in The Saint back in the 1960s. His scoring sequence (recorded by the Luddite Gent scorer on pen and paper) follows. No radial scorechart exists but if you draw the 4s randomly around the ground and ink the 6s in a thick black line between mid on and mid wicket you’ll be there.

.....1.661...444.1..1.1....1.24166...41...16446.11..1664.26.2.63.12.642.»

Two players who missed the Saints fiesta were Hemin Patel and Himanshu’s uncle Sachin, innocent victims of a rearending en route to Elstree. Both were alright, though Hemin’s Facebook posts in the matters of cyclists and “bint drivers” were a sight to behold. A second career as a Northern night club comedian surely beckons if only he can add some mother-in-law material. Thus his successive appearances stalled at 86.

The débuts of Denton’s Sainsburys colleagues Dev and Guttam and Lall’s pal Singh took the 2011 roll call to 47, of whom 20 have played for the first time. This turmoil is not unique to The Gents. After years of stability in the fixture list, 2011 has seen Cairns Fudge, Old Tenisons, London Rams and Enterprise fail to raise sides, while even London Saints, probably the circuit’s most organised club, recently cancelled a match for the first time in 15 years. The Gents’ replacement opponents were fun so it is going to be difficult to fit everyone in in 2012.
Revised partnership records for and against

	1
	121
	Bignell (34) and Hubbocks (78) v. Enterprise
	1993
	Victoria RG

	2
	127
	H Desai (34) and Lall (61) v. Ham and Petersham
	2011
	Crown Taverners CC

	3
	166
	Kain (87) and Husain (100*) v. London Saints
	2007
	Old Tenisons CC

	4
	162
	H Desai (46) and Lall (128) v. London Saints
	2011
	Old Haberdashers CC

	5
	152
	M Ashton (102) and Hughes (57*) v. London Saints
	1993
	Victoria RG

	6
	100
	S Patel (100*) and Bhatt (51) v. London Rams
	2005 
	Belair Park

	7
	110*
	Thompson (66*) and Derriman (47) v. London Rams
	2004
	Belair Park

	8
	95
	Kumar (51) and S Patel (38*) v. Northfields
	2009
	Alexandra RG

	9
	108
	Hibbert (81) and Sciberras (22) v. Brondesbury Casuals
	2000
	Shepherd's Bush CC

	10
	57*
	Toft (28*) and S Patel (24*) v. Old Grumblers
	2009
	Fairfield RG



	1
	239*
	Bulmer (140*) and Maddocks (87*) of London Owls
	1993
	Victoria RG

	2
	160
	Branch (50*), Susman (50*) and Stanier (37) of Bedouins 
	2006
	Enville CC

	3
	215
	Heyman (132) and Jones (89) of Village XI
	2006
	Old Hamptonians CC

	4
	138
	Jaques (107) and Torbe (65) of East Harrow Cheetahs
	1996
	Beverley Park

	5
	90
	Junani (74) and Aryuat (49) of Gubbays
	2007
	Cavendish RG

	6
	100
	Dane (73) and Walton (53) of West XI
	2000
	KGF, Morden

	7
	82
	Wildman (76*) and Thomson (14) of Clapham Inn
	2011
	Old Tenisons CC

	8
	64
	Nicol (31) and Evans (56) of St Anne’s Allstars
	2006
	Barnes Common

	9
	68
	Heafield (40) and Wall (19) of London Rams
	2001
	Belair Park

	10
	52
	Dimond (37) and Heap (11*) of Enterprise
	1997
	Victoria RG


Around the circuit

When not displaying a Liverpudlian sense of victimhood, slandering Mr. Denton or going on strike, those fine Civil Servants over at New Barbarian Weasels CC play cricket, though they had been struggling of late, for 21 successive losses in fact since 4 July 2010. But no more, thanks to a July win at home to Mitcham.
 
Congratulations to West XI’s Chris Boden, who scored his second century, 107, in his club’s 255-2 against Acme on 7 August. Boden and teen sensation Hurley put up 177 in 26 overs, breaking their club’s 2nd wicket record on the same day that Desai and Lall performed the same feat. The Beggars won by 13 runs, making it 956 scored in the two Gents and West XI games that day. Team spirit is alive and well at West XI. They decided at their 2010 A.G.M. that they needed some new players and they have got them. Fourteen year-old Charterhouse schoolboy Hurley is attracting attention and the scorecard on Cuddington Casuals CC’s website confirmed the presence on 23 July of new bugs Deleman, Davie, Pewder and Bigwell.

The Gents have become a feeder club for league cricketers. Ahsan Iqbal and Suman Rudru, stars of the 2009 Invincibles, play mainly league cricket now and so does Jonny Comfort, whom Gents treasured and nurtured during a distinguished Gents career comprising one 2010 guest appearance, when skipper Gilkes pressed him into playing against Crown Taverners, who subsequently nabbed him. He has now achieved the ultimate and scored a league ton. Well played, lad.

Hampshire Cricket League 2011
Results For Division Regional Division One North 6 August

	St Cross Syms IV
	
	
	174
	-6
	Brooke 71*
	
	
	
	
	

	Crown Taverners
	
	
	219
	-9
	Comfort 105
	
	
	
	
	



Sometimes captains have to stand alone and take an unpopular line. One senior Gent urged Riot Womble Hemin Patel to declare against Ham and Petersham in a rainy limited overs match to ensure that both sides had a bat and bowl. He did no such thing, and the game was played to an exciting if late conclusion. Meanwhile in similar weather Village, the world’s most Narcissistic side, declared against the aptly named Rain Men (subject of two books by Marcus Berkmann) on a stout 174-2 from only 24 overs. Rain Men chased it down with 175-8 off 34. H&P would probably have done the same, thus vindicating what looked a hard decision by Patel at the time.
Whatever it is, he’s against it

Before you know it, cricket will be a distant memory and it will be the A.G.M. There will be some fixture attrition (see later), discussion about home venues, match fees and no doubt a huge debate on whether to credit Hemin Patel and Sachin Desai with appearances against London Saints. Regarding major change, our mentor, Groucho Marx (Prof. Quincy Adams Wagstaff) summed up the position rather well in Horse Feathers:

I don’t know what they have to say,
It makes no difference anyway,
Whatever it is, I’m against it.
No matter what it is or who commenced it,
I’m against it.

Your proposition may be good,
But let’s have one thing understood,
Whatever it is, I’m against it.
And even when you’ve changed it or condensed it,
I’m against it.

In the 1970s, when rebellion was in the air and marches were commonplace. UCL union had a magnificently general purpose banner, which declared simply: UCL SAYS NO!

Well, The Gent says no.
Vile Village plot revealed

	[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9b/Walsingham.jpg/180px-Walsingham.jpg]
Sir Ken Toft

	Sir Francis Walsingham (1532-1590) was Principal Secretary to Queen Elizabeth I from 1573 until his death and is remembered as one of the earliest practitioners of modern intelligence methods. His murky operations penetrated the heart of the Queen’s enemies and forestalled several plots against England. In the manner of Sir Francis, working tirelessly in defence of his cricket club and brooking no misbehaviour from its enemies, is Ken Toft. 

Toft’s remit is wide but includes surveillance of teams regarded by The Gents’ Committee as potentially unsound. Village CC were identified as such by both Hemin and Sanjay Patel and Toft was set to work. He was unfamiliar with them personally, having missed both 2010 and 2011 games, but as he pointed out this was by no means a disadvantage in that he could be more objective in his report. Endless nights trawling Village’s website have brought shocking evidence to light.


The first charge is Cyclopean match reports. A number of sides are guilty of this, but Village’s reports are the gift that keeps on giving. The upper-case ‘TRUTH’ is exquisite, the product of a troubled mind: 

“Having already lost us a fixture due to the fact that some oppositions can’t bear to be told the TRUTH, I was surprised and overjoyed when the call came for me to provide another...
…Man of the Match: Odd to give this to the man on the losing side, but there can only be one. Could probably have scored a double hundred but chose to give other people a go, could have set a harder target but chose to fashion a close game, carried himself with dignity and class throughout. Step forward, Stephen Harty.”

The second charge is more serious. Their message board contains a cornucopia of hostile references to GWLCC, a complete overreaction to the good-humoured comments on The Gents’ own board. This one is typical:

“The trouble with the Quents of West London is that they aren’t good enough to have a proper rivalry with: witness VCC’s shellacking of them last year, and KP’s beating them single handed this year (with the bat).”

Doffed caps for the correct apostrophising of the gerunds though, if black marks for adverb starvation and using a preposition to end a sentence with. On receipt of Toft’s report, it all began to fall into place. One remembered the constant whining by Hindle when he guested for St. Anne’s about the 2010 teas at Kingston (for which Village were not charged, so why bring it up?) and his patronising dismissal of The Gents’ bowling when offered congratulation on his side’s win (“Your opening bowler is very poor, isn’t he?”). In conclusion, The Gents are a bunch of useless quents who do not deserve to play Village again. Nor shall they.
Classicism in The Gents’ middle order 

	[image: C:\Users\Default.Default-PC\Pictures\2011-08-13\063.JPG]
	Even in a limited overs game, the importance of correct technique cannot be overstated. Keep your head still, get your feet to the pitch of the ball and play it on its merits. There’s nothing wrong with the forward-defensive and most of your attacking shots will be off-drives or cover-drives. Half-volleys outside the off stump can be clipped for a cover-driven four with impunity.
Alternatively, just bash everything within a 75° arc to leg. After all, a slog over square-leg for four is worth the same as an exquisite cover-drive over the ropes. See how Denton has hoiked everything between fine leg and square leg, while Sciberras has scored within an even more acute arc. Great days. 


[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]2011 results and fixtures

	Date
	Gents
	Result
	West XI
	Result

	Sat 19 March
	Marsa
	Lost by 2 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 20 March
	Marsa
	Abandoned
	-
	-

	Sun 24 April
	St. Anne’s Allstars
	Lost by 5 wickets
	-
	-

	Sun 1 May
	-
	-
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Lost by 104 runs

	Sun 8 May
	Baker Street Irregulars
	Won by 102 runs
	VCC
	Lost by 6 wickets

	Sun 15 May
	Ruislip Victoria
	Lost by 49 runs
	Cincinnati
	Lost by 75 runs

	Sat 21 May
	-
	-
	Entrecasteaux
	Lost by 7 wickets

	Sun 22 May
	London Saints
	Lost by 4 wickets
	Entrecasteaux
	Lost by 6 wickets

	Sun 29 May
	Swinging Googlies
	Won by 85 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 5 June
	Village
	Abandoned
	Walthamstow Horizontals
	Won by 84 runs

	Sun 5 June
	-
	-
	London Saints
	Won by 6 wickets

	Sat 11 June
	-
	-
	Plums
	Lost by 27 runs

	Sun 12 June
	Kingston
	Cancelled (rain)
	-
	-

	[bookmark: _Hlk263756524]Sun 19 June
	Hale
	Lost by 6 wickets
	Sunderland SC
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 26 June
	Ramgarhia
	Lost by 64 runs
	SW London CAMRA
	Lost by 68 runs

	Sat 2 July
	-
	-
	North Curry
	Won by 40 runs

	Sun 3 July
	Clapham Inn
	Lost by 60 runs
	Dinder and Croscombe
	Lost by 32 runs

	Sun 10 July
	West XI
	Won by 3 wickets
	Gentlemen of West London
	Lost by 3 wickets

	Sat 16 July
	-
	-
	Northfields
	Cancelled (rain)

	Sun 17 July
	Pak (Twenty20)
	Abandoned
	-
	-

	Sat 23 July
	-
	-
	Cuddington Casuals
	Lost by 6 wickets

	Sun 24 July
	Crown Taverners
	Won by 79 runs
	-
	-

	Sun 31 July
	12 Angry Men
	Won by 50 runs
	Hillingdon Manor
	Lost by 5 wickets

	Sun 7 Aug
	Ham and Petersham
	Won by 27 runs
	Acme
	Won by 13 runs

	Sun 14 Aug
	London Saints
	Won by 159 runs
	St. Anne’s Allstars
	Won by 24 runs

	Sun 21 Aug
	Raynes Park FP
	Old Tenisons
	Octopus
	St. Aloysius SG

	Sun 28 Aug
	Southwark and Lambeth
	Boston Manor PF
	-
	-

	Sun 4 Sept
	West XI
	Crown Taverners
	Gentlemen of West London
	Crown Taverners

	Sun 11 Sept
	Salix 
	Imperial College
	Whalers
	Winchmore Hill

	Sun 18 Sept
	-
	-
	Plums
	Winchmore Hill

	Sat 24 Sept
	-
	-
	West Farley
	Away

	Sun 25 Sept
	Hale
	Hale Common
	-
	-

	Record
	Played 17 Won 7 Lost 7 Abandoned 3
	Played 16 Won 5 Lost 11

	Runs
	S Patel 309, Lall 204, H Desai 188, Dubey 184
	Boden 447, Wright 354, Dane 169, Taylor 167

	Wickets
	H Patel 22, Sciberras 20, S Patel 13, Lall 10
	Wright 16, Boden 15, Bignell 14, Dane/Hill 12

	Catches/Stumpings
	H Desai 7/3, Khan/H Patel/Sciberras 4, Caveney 3
	Wright 8, Rawlings 3/2, Boden/Dane 3

	Player
	M.
	I.
	NO.
	R
	Av.
	Ct./St.
	O
	M
	R
	W
	Avg.

	Burford
	2
	2
	1
	21
	21.00
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Caveney
	13
	10
	3
	99
	14.14
	3
	1
	0
	8
	0
	N/A

	Cloete
	2
	2
	0
	68
	34.00
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	N/A

	de la Perrelle
	2
	2
	1
	65
	65.00
	1
	12.5
	3
	38
	3
	12.67

	Denton
	8
	8
	2
	82
	13.67
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	H Desai
	12
	10
	2
	188
	23.50
	7/3
	5
	1
	19
	2
	9.50

	S Desai
	8
	8
	0
	125
	15.63
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dubey
	7
	7
	0
	184
	26.29
	3
	17
	0
	97
	2
	48.50

	Gilkes
	6
	5
	2
	81
	27.00
	1
	2
	0
	14
	1
	14.00

	Hibbert
	2
	2
	0
	53
	26.50
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Hill
	2
	-
	-
	-
	N/A
	-
	7
	0
	61
	0
	N/A

	Iqbal
	3
	2
	0
	10
	5.00
	-
	23
	3
	77
	3
	25.67

	Jones
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0.00
	1
	9
	1
	48
	1
	48.00

	Khan
	6
	5
	0
	46
	9.20
	4
	18
	3
	59
	2
	29.50

	P Kumar
	2
	2
	1
	13
	13.00
	1
	9.5
	1
	49
	3
	16.33

	S Kumar
	8
	8
	0
	143
	17.88
	1
	29
	2
	117
	7
	16.71

	Lall
	5
	5
	0
	204
	40.80
	3
	25
	2
	121
	10
	12.10

	Newcombe
	9
	8
	2
	66
	11.00
	2
	22
	3
	96
	7
	13.71

	Palmer
	3
	3
	0
	20
	6.67
	-
	3
	0
	21
	0
	-

	D Patel
	5
	4
	0
	14
	3.50
	-
	21
	1
	102
	7
	14.57

	H Patel
	16
	13
	3
	131
	13.10
	4
	90
	5
	449
	22
	20.41

	S Patel
	13
	12
	3
	309
	34.33
	2
	69.3
	5
	304
	13
	23.38

	Rudru
	3
	2
	0
	24
	12.00
	2
	21
	4
	67
	4
	16.75

	Sciberras
	12
	11
	2
	129
	14.33
	4
	76
	8
	279
	20
	13.95

	Snelling 
	3
	2
	0
	25
	12.50
	-
	21
	2
	108
	3
	36.00

	Sohail
	2
	1
	0
	4
	4.00
	1
	8
	1
	40
	3
	2

	Toft
	9
	5
	3
	28
	14.00
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Also played (one game only); Ali 1/1/0/2, Boden 1/1/0/52, 7-0-35-4, Buck 1/1/0/2, Bullock 1/-/-/-, 4-0-14-1, Chaudhry 1/-/-/-,
Dev 1/1/1/19, 4-0-17-3 (1 Ct.), Grover 1/1/0/0, Guttam 1/1/0/32, 5-1-13-1 (1 Ct.), Khalid 1/1/0/4 (1 Ct.), Laing 1/-/-/-, 6-0-42-1,
Methra 1/-/-/-, B Patel 1/-/-/-, J Patel 1/-/-/-, 2-0-7-0 (1 Ct.), K Patel 1/-/-/-, 1-0-5-0, N Patel 1/-/-/-, V Patel 1/1/1/13, 1.1-0-4-0,
Rees 1/1/1/11, Singh 1/-/-/-, 1.4-0-2-1, Turpin 1/1/0/7 (1 Ct.), C Wright 1/1/0/1, 6-1-17-0, Sub. (1 Ct.)
2011 summary match performances and records

	19/3
	Marsa
	Gents 123 (S Patel 24, Rudru 20, Hewitt 4-10)
	Lost by 2 wickets

	
	
	Marsa 124-8 (Grima 25, R Krishna 21, Carvana 20, Sciberras 3-23)
	

	20/3
	Marsa
	Marsa 174-7 (Leeward 42*, Arura 31, Khosla 28, Navos 22) Gents 23-0
	Abandoned

	24/4
	Barnes Common
	Gents 181-6 (Kumar 64, Boden 52, H Patel 25*)
	Lost by 5 wickets

	
	
	St. Anne’s Allstars 182-5 (Bowman 91, Hindle 28, Hautot 22*, Boden 4-35)
	

	8/5
	Boston Manor PF
	Gents 205-9 (Kumar 56, S Patel 47*, Cloete 31)
	Won by 102 runs

	
	
	Baker Street Irregulars 103 (Sinclair 31, Bailey 23)
	

	15/5
	LMPF Greenford
	Ruislip Victoria 165-8 (Chagalani 48, Jani 31, Hobday 28, Virk 22, Kumar 3-32) 
Gents 116 (Khan 22, Joshi 3-15)
	Lost by 49 runs

	22/5
	Crown Taverners
	Gents 146-6 (Gilkes 50*, H Desai 34, Nanton 3-28)
	Lost by 4 wickets

	
	
	London Saints 149-6 (Jones 51, Grimes 44, Newcombe 4-24)
	

	29/5
	Long Ditton RG
	Gents 212-5 (H Desai 53, de la Perrelle 31, Hibbert 31, Snelling 22)
	Won by 85 runs

	
	
	Swinging Googlies 127 (Vinay 41, Rakesh 31)
	

	5/6
	King Edward RG
	Village 210-4 (Troja 86*, Harty 77)
Gents 118-3 (de la Perrelle 34*, S Patel 31*, Dubey 21) 
	Abandoned

	19/6
	Crown Taverners 
	Gents 172 (S Patel 58, Gilkes 27, Mutefa 3-24)
Hale 173-4 (Spreadborough 46, Weaver 38*, Giles 36*)
	Lost by 6 wickets

	26/6
	Boston Manor PF
	Ramgarhia 170 (Maharjan 55, Aman 27) Gents 106 (Dubey 28, Maharjan 3-15)
	Lost by 64 runs

	3/7
	Old Tenisons
	Clapham Inn 155-8 (Wildman 76*, Penman 21, Sciberras 3-15)
Gents 95 (S Patel 27 ret. hurt, H Patel 21, Eberstein 3-7, Penman 3-43)
	Lost by 60 runs

	10/7
	LMPF Greenford
	West XI 141 (Dane 36, Boden 29, H Patel 3-22, Sciberras 3-26)
	Won by 3 wickets

	
	
	Gents 142-7 (Dubey 54, Hibbert 22, S Patel 20, Hill 3-24, Taylor 3-30)
	

	17/7
	Old Tenisons
	Gents 126-5 (Dubey 35, H Patel 28*) Pak 10-1
	Abandoned

	24/7
	Crown Taverners
	Gents 207 (Cloete 37, S Desai 31, Dubey 29, S Patel 26, Hannaway 3-20, Bone 3-30)
	Won by 79 runs

	
	
	Crown Taverners 128 (Spreadborough 46, Dale 24, H Patel 3-24, D Patel 3-31)
	

	31/7
	Old Tenisons
	Gents 182-8 (S Desai 48, Sciberras 34*, Caveney 33*)
	Won by 50 runs

	
	
	12 Angry Men 132 (Middleton 40, Davies 22)
	

	7/8
	Crown Taverners
	Gents 245 (Lall 61, S Patel 49, H Desai 34, Anupam 4-49, Greenway 3-55)
	Won by 27 runs

	
	
	Ham and Petersham 218 (Avi 57, Talha 47, Adnaan 45, S Patel 4-39, Lall 4-44)
	

	14/8
	Old Haberdashers
	Gents 266-5 (Lall 128, H Desai 46, Guttam 32, Denton 22, Berkeley 3-34)
	Won by 159 runs

	
	
	London Saints 107 (Berkeley 29, Dev 3-17)
	



Highest score for: 266-5 v. London Saints
Highest score against: 218 Ham and Petersham

Lowest score for: 95 v. Clapham Inn
Lowest score against: 103 Baker Street Irregulars

Hundred partnerships for (2): 162 H Desai/Lall v. London Saints (record for 4th wicket), 127 H Desai/Lall v. Ham and Petersham
(record for 2nd wicket)
Hundred partnerships against (2): 112 Hindle/Bowman St. Anne’s Allstars, 106 Hardy/Troja Village
Also record opponents’ 7th wicket stand 82 Wildman/Thomson Clapham Inn

Hundreds for (1): 128 Lall v. London Saints
Fifties for (8): 64 Kumar v. St. Anne’s Allstars, 61 Lall v. Ham and Petersham, 58 S Patel v. Hale, 56 Kumar v. Baker Street Irregulars,
54 Dubey v. West XI, 53 H Desai v. Swinging Googlies, 52 Boden v. St. Anne’s Allstars, 50* Gilkes v. London Saints 
Fifties against (7): 91 Bowman St. Anne’s Allstars, 86* Troja Village, 77 Harty Village, 76* Wildman Clapham Inn,
57 Avi Ham and Petersham, 55 Maharjan Ramgarhia, 51 Jones London Saints

Four-wicket returns for (4): 4-24 Newcombe v. London Saints, 4-35 Boden v. St. Anne’s Allstars, 4-39 S Patel v. Ham and Petersham,
4-44 Lall v. Ham and Petersham
Four-wicket returns against (2): 4-10 Hewitt Marsa, 4-49 Anupam Ham and Petersham

Three catches (1): Khan v. Crown Taverners

Sixes (34): 13 Lall, 5 Cloete, S Patel 4 Dubey, 2 H Patel 1 S Desai, Dev, Guttam, Hibbert and Khan

Duck trophy (18): 2 D Patel, S Desai, H Patel, Sciberras 1 Caveney, Denton, Dubey, H Desai, Grover, Jones, Kumar, Lall, Newcombe and Toft
Highest totals in Gents games

325-5		v. London Saints (2007)
290-3		v. London Rams (2006)
284-3		12 Angry Men (2001)
281-7		v. NB Weasels (2007)
275-3		v. Sloane Club (2008)
266-5		v. London Saints (2011)
 Crown Taverners v. Gentlemen of West London

Sunday 24 July 2011, Crown Taverners CC. Gentlemen of West London won toss. Sunny, 22C

Won by 79 runs

“The season starts here” was stand in skipper Hemin Patel’s rallying call after the West XI victory, and maybe he had a point if this impressive win against the powerful Crown Taverners is anything to go by writes Ken Toft.
 
Batting first, The Gents once again got off to a flyer aided by a wayward opening over from Spreadborough and Dubey’s typically aggressive approach. The Gents have been dubbed a Twenty20 team in recent weeks and this was once again in evidence as 50 was reached as early as the 6th over but with the regular loss of wickets. The returning Dhruv Patel, thrown in at the deep end opening, was beaten by Spreadborough’s extra bounce and Newcombe became the first victim of two fine one-handed diving catches by Worstencroft, particularly impressive given that he is not the most aerodynamic looking of players.
 
Cloete’s 15 minutes of mayhem further enlivened proceedings, umpire Toft offering prayers of thanks on being replaced as it becomes a dangerous occupation when the pugnacious South African is at the crease: 37 runs came off 15 balls before his uncharacteristically tame stumping. Sachin Desai played the anchor role to perfection and on his dismissal it was still hoped that The Gents could see out their overs, but again that proved beyond them. A total of 207 was impressive though given the quality of the opposition and The Gents enjoyed the excellent tea with knowledge of a job well done. 
 
The story of the day however belonged to Dhruv Patel. Down to play, but not involved in the previous week’s washout, he was keen to play a whole game. Given his lack of cricket in recent seasons there were some eyebrows raised when he was brought into the attack early with the Taverners’ powerful middle order settling in ominously. Wonderfully, Dhruv rolled back the years and produced an excellent spell. The wickets of Comfort and Rees speak for themselves and his 3-31 was a matchwinning performance. As long as the hard-hitting Spreadborough was at the crease the total was well within reach, but Sanjay Patel bowled him in a fine second spell and the game was up. All the bowlers can take pride in their work and fielding was up to recent standards.
 
So another excellent win. A word for the oppo though as they are excellent hosts. By their own admission they don’t play Sunday cricket and clearly treat it as something to be enjoyed. Their approach of playing hard with a smile is greatly to their credit.
 
One notable aspect of the day was that Naveed Khan scored The Gents’ innings on an iPhone application which produced not only a scorecard that added up, but copious diagrams and graphs. Representatives of those advocates of paper and pencil, including Messrs. Toft and Burman, will be picketing the next Gents game until this Murdochesque threat to our livelihoods is removed.

	Gentlemen of West London
	Crown Taverners

	Dubey
	c Dale
	b Hibbert
	29
	Bone
	c Khan
	b S Patel
	17

	D Patel
	c O’Hara
	b Spreadborough
	0
	Dale
	lbw
	b Sciberras
	24

	Newcombe
	c Worstencroft
	b Spreadborough
	8
	Comfort
	
	b D Patel
	7

	S Desai
	
	b Bone
	31
	*Spreadborough
	
	b S Patel
	46

	S Patel
	lbw
	b Hannaway
	26
	Hunt
	c Khan
	b Sciberras
	0

	†Cloete
	st O’Hara
	b Worstencroft
	37
	Rees
	
	b D Patel
	5

	*H Patel
	c Rees
	b Bone
	16
	Hibbert
	
	b D Patel
	0

	Sciberras
	c Comfort
	b Bone
	16
	Hannaway
	c Khan
	b H Patel
	13

	Denton
	lbw
	b Hannaway
	14
	Staple
	c Newcombe
	b H Patel
	8

	Khan
	c Worstencroft
	b Hannaway
	2
	Worstencroft
	lbw
	b H Patel
	0

	Toft
	not out
	
	0
	†O’Hara
	not out
	
	1

	Extras
	
	(5nb 13w 7b 3lb)
	28
	Extras
	
	(3w 1b)
	4

	Total
	All out
	30.2 overs
	207
	Total
	All out
	27.5 overs
	128

	FoW 23, 36, 61, 110, 156, 158, 186, 196, 202, 207 
	FoW: 34, 51, 51, 51, 60, 60, 114, 123, 127, 128 

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	Spreadborough
	5-1-34-2
	
	
	Dubey
	4-0-19-0
	
	

	Hibbert
	3-0-36-1
	
	
	S Patel
	6-1-18-2
	
	

	Worstencroft
	6-0-45-1
	
	
	Sciberras
	7-0-33-2
	
	

	Comfort
	4-1-32-0
	
	
	D Patel
	7-1-31-3
	
	

	Hannaway
	6.2-2-20-3
	
	
	H Patel
	3.5-0-24-3
	
	

	Bone
	6-0-30-3
	
	
	
	
	
	




Gentlemen of West London v. 12 Angry Men

Sunday 31 July 2011, Old Tenisons CC. Toss agreed. Sunny, 25C

Won by 50 runs

The Gents and 12 Angry Men go back a long way. They first met in 1994 and played friendlies and Pals League matches before 12 Angry Men disbanded as a regular team several years ago. This was their 30th anniversary fixture and their captain David Shannon had gone to great lengths to assemble a squad of 15 comprising old sweats such as Denton and Hibbert and a sprinkling of young blood from the Bullock genes, complete with shirts from Borstal CC, an area with which several Gents are familiar. The sun shone and some fine cricket was played, The Gents continuing their recent strong run, though the result was perhaps secondary to the occasion.

It was not a casual game though, far from it. There was much interesting cricket played, the story of the day encompassing Sachin Desai’s elegant 48, a Sciberras/Caveney stand of 70 for the 9th wicket and a brutal 40 from Angry Man Middleton. The Gents batted by agreement, Dubey starting with two boundaries off Davies, whose batting, along with Neil Hadfield’s, troubled The Gents so much in the mid-1990s. However, Davies had both Dubey and Kumar lbw on the low, slow wicket and when Dhruv Patel edged the Hibbert awayswinger to the excellent ’keeper Newman the innings stood at a troubled 32-3. 

Enter Sachin Desai, now approaching his true form. He shrugged off the cheap dismissals of the Patels to score 9 4s in his 16 over stay before holing out to mid-wicket. Shu Desai and Palmer fell quickly, but Sciberras (4 4s) and Caveney (5 4s) put up 70 in 9 overs as the temperature soared. The total of 182-8 was satisfactory. The visitors had fielded well and used 8 bowlers, in the spirit of giving everyone a game. Hemin Patel would respond in kind. The BBQ took time to organise so the visitors faced 8.5 overs before tea, inevitably losing early wickets, Bullock bowled second ball and Denton lobbing to mid-on after two fine boundaries.

Davies produced some shots of high quality before being stumped by the alert Shu Desai off the wily Sciberras. The contest everybody wanted to see was Dhruv Patel trying to get his revenge on Hibbert, but we were denied this. Patel was replaced after a tidy first over by the nippy Sohail, who had Hibbert caught at mid-wicket. This looked like an inspired piece of captaincy, but it transpired that, fearful of a possible pasting, the pint-sized twirler had refused to bowl at the Jamaican. Dhruv Patel got Lawrence and Dean and when Torode was lbw to the first ball bowled by young James Bullock (the teams fielding one of Adrian’s nippers each), 12 Angry Men were 70-7. Max Bullock was staunch in support of Middleton as 49 came up for the 8th wicket. Sciberras got the youngster before Hemin Patel and Shu Desai cleaned up the tail. It had been a good reply and The Gents were grateful that they got Bullock, Denton and Hibbert early and that their feeble catching did not prove expensive.
The match ended at half-past six so there was time to catch up with a team who are a significant part of Gents’ history. Everything, from the ground to the weather, the food and the attitude of the two captains was perfect.

	Gentlemen of West London
	12 Angry Men

	Dubey
	lbw
	b Davies
	17
	A Bullock
	
	b S Patel
	0

	D Patel
	c Newman
	b Hibbert
	10
	Denton
	c Sohail
	b Kumar
	10

	Kumar
	lbw
	b Davies
	4
	Davies
	st H Desai
	b Sciberras
	22

	†S Desai
	c Davies
	b Shannon
	48
	Lawrence
	lbw
	b D Patel
	12

	S Patel
	
	b Taylor
	4
	Hibbert
	c S Desai
	b Sohail
	8

	*H Patel
	c Newman
	b Taylor
	2
	Dean
	st H Desai
	b D Patel
	9

	Sciberras
	not out
	
	34
	Torode
	lbw
	b J Bullock
	1

	†H Desai
	
	b Torode
	0
	M Bullock
	
	b Sciberas
	7

	Palmer
	
	b Shannon
	1
	Middleton
	c Dubey
	b H Patel
	40

	Caveney
	not out
	
	33
	Taylor
	lbw
	b H Patel
	6

	Sohail
	did not bat
	
	
	Simper
	not out
	
	6

	J Bullock
	did not bat
	
	
	Trinder
	
	b H Desai
	0

	Extras
	
	(3nb 20w 6b)
	29
	Extras
	
	(2nb 4w 4b 2lb)
	12

	Total
	8 wickets
	35 overs
	182
	Total
	All out
	32 overs
	132

	FoW: 22, 32, 32, 69, 80, 109, 112 
	FoW: 0, 15, 39, 49, 65, 70, 70, 119, 126, 127, 132 

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	Hibbert
	7-1-38-1
	
	
	S Patel
	4-2-6-1
	
	

	Davies
	6-2-23-2
	
	
	Sohail
	4-1-15-1
	
	

	Simper
	5-0-23-0
	
	
	Sciberras
	7-0-32-2
	
	

	Taylor
	5-0-33-2
	
	
	Kumar
	3-1-7-1
	
	

	Torode
	4-0-12-1
	
	
	D Patel
	2-0-9-2
	
	

	Shannon
	3-0-17-2
	
	
	H Patel
	5-1-21-2
	
	

	M Bullock
	3-0-17-0
	
	
	J Bullock
	4-0-14-1
	
	

	Middleton
	2-0-14-0
	
	
	Palmer
	3-0-21-0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	H Desai
	1-0-5-1
	
	


Gentlemen of West London v. Ham and Petersham

Sunday 7 August 2011, Crown Taverners CC. Gentlemen of West London won toss. Showery, 20C

Won by 27 runs

A record partnership for the 2nd wicket of 127 between Himanshu Desai and Rinku Lall, assisted by a quickfire 49 from Sanjay Patel and 55 extras saw The Gents to their highest total since September 2009. Ham and Petersham, sourced from the internet after Northfields could not raise a side, powered ominously to 160-1 in the 24th over, but the sensational run out of Adnaan heralded a tumble of wickets, including three in one Sanjay Patel over. The talented, youthful visitors outscored The Gents with runs off the bat but the hosts kept down the extras and took some good catches. On a day so dank that there was no sign of the local pussy both sides were thankful for the artificial wicket (Hemin Patel rightly decided not to use the grass one) and the mopping up operations after the last of the sharp showers was an impressive collaborative exercise.

After several refusals, Hemin Patel opened with himself and Himanshu Desai, who batted solidly for 21 overs. Rinku Lall, with only 15 runs in three innings in 2011, asserted himself early in the piece as runs flowed. The Gents were 74-1 off only 11 overs, extras 31*, when the rain came, necessitating an early tea. Brooms and a roller were obtained, the strip was swept and squeezed and the match resumed at 3.25pm. Lall (7 4s, 2 6s and a comedy 7 with four panicky overthrows) and Sachin Desai both fell in the 20th over and Himanshu Desai shortly after but Sanjay Patel (5 4s and 2 6s in only 13 overs) maintained the momentum of the innings, though Dhruv Patel ran himself out. Extras slowed down a bit too as the spinners came on. Anupam deserved his haul and the visitors generally fielded well and took most of their catches. Mark Sciberras was on hand to witness the demise of the previous 2nd wicket record, set by himself and Jim Wright in 2006 against 12 Angry Men.

Any Gent who thought the game was won might have reassessed his opinion as Talha tore into Lall. The paceman pitched too short as 24 came from his opening three-over spell. Kumar was more economical and did a very useful job, but runs came quickly before Shu Desai sprinted 30 yards to take Talha’s steepling top edge. Adnaan was no less adventurous, however, and the second-wicket stand of 93 came at seven an over off The Gents’ slower bowlers. In the end it was a spectacular piece of fielding that broke the stand and with it the hearts of the visitors. Adnaan chanced a second to deep mid-wicket Lall but a perfect pick up, throw and take saw the bails off with the batsman a yard short. 

In the next over Lall, getting up real pace, pinned Shabaz and had Avi brilliantly caught by a diving Sanjay Patel at short-mid on. The game was now swinging towards The Gents but Jibran and Brady scored quickly before Sanjay Patel struck thrice in the 30th over, having Brady caught at long on and castling Jibran and Shumail. A single off the sixth ball denied the possibility of the day’s only maiden. Lall struck twice more at the death and Sciberras, whose wedding anniversary it was, ran out Anupam in time to shower, change and whisk Catherine off in time to honour their 7.30pm table booking at the Crown and Cushion. For the sake of marital harmony, it was hoped that Jack Davies had not taken up moonlighting as a waiter there, but no, there he was rocking up from his match at Hale to share his usual friendly chat with The Gents. Thanks to Gary O’Hara for the usual splendid facilities and welcome. 

	Gentlemen of West London
	Ham and Petersham

	†H Desai
	c Shabaz
	b Anupam
	34
	†Talha
	c H Desai
	b S Patel
	47

	*H Patel
	
	b Shumail
	5
	Avi
	c S Patel
	b Lall
	57

	Lall
	c Talha
	b Anupam
	61
	Adnaan
	run out
	
	45

	S Desai
	
	b Anupam
	0
	Shabaz
	lbw
	b Lall
	2

	S Patel
	c Shabaz
	b Greenway
	49
	Jibran
	
	b S Patel
	10

	Sciberras
	c Shumail
	b Anupam
	15
	Brady
	c S Desai
	b S Patel
	15

	Caveney
	c Talha
	b Greenway
	13
	Burnham
	c and
	b Lall
	7

	D Patel
	run out
	
	0
	Shumail
	
	b S Patel
	0

	Kumar
	st Talha
	b Greenway
	8
	Raihann
	
	b Lall
	1

	Palmer
	
	b Jibran
	1
	Anupam
	run out
	
	14

	Toft
	not out
	
	2
	*Greenway
	not out
	
	0

	Extras
	
	(4nb 27w 18b 6lb)
	55
	Extras
	
	(2nb 9w 6b 2lb)
	19

	Total
	All out
	35 overs
	245
	Total
	All out
	34.2 overs
	218

	FoW: 11, 138, 139, 140, 184, 215, 216, 234, 237, 245 
	FoW: 67, 160, 163, 164, 193, 193, 193, 211, 214, 218

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	Shabaz
	5-0-31-0
	
	
	Lall
	7-0-44-4
	
	

	Shumail
	7-0-34-1
	
	
	Kumar
	6-0-23-0
	
	

	Raihann
	7-0-34-0
	
	
	S Patel
	7-0-39-4
	
	

	Anupam
	7-0-49-4
	
	
	D Patel
	5-0-30-0
	
	

	Greenway
	6-0-55-3
	
	
	Sciberras
	5-0-37-0
	
	

	Jibran
	3-0-23-1
	
	
	H Patel
	4.2-0-36-0
	
	


London Saints v. Gentlemen of West London

Sunday 14 August 2011, Old Haberdashers CC. Gentlemen of West London won toss. Sunny, 23C

Won by 159 runs

The most violent innings in Gents’ history was the difference between the sides at sunny Elstree. Taking advantage of a true, slow wicket and a short boundary Rinku Lall struck 11 6s and 9 4s in just 18 overs at the crease. His 128 was the club’s 4th highest innings ever and his stand of 162 with Himanshu Desai, within 4 runs of the club’s highest for any wicket, a 4th wicket record. An excellent opening stand between Denton and Guttam of 53 in 9 overs, the foundation stone, should not be forgotten in the mayhem. London Saints were understandably a bit bruised but never gave up, even though the total was all but impossible to chase.

Lacking two players and all their kit because of Sachin Desai’s car accident, The Gents were immediately offered two fielders, but this was unnecessary as Lall’s pal Goldie Singh played, in civilian clothing. Gilkes won a great toss and Denton and Guttam put up a stand whose worth was seen when Berkeley had them both, followed immediately by the luckless Kumar. At 64-3 off 13 overs the match was finely balanced and despite two early 6s by Lall, progress was not easy against Berkeley (his penetrative spell witnessed by wife and daughter) and Thomas, The Gents proceeding sensibly to 103-3 off 20.

The events of the ensuing overs were barely credible. Lall would hit ten 6s to the short boundary, another giant maximum over mid-wicket on the pavilion boundary and 9 4s all around the ground. Successive overs from Keenan and Grimes went for 21 and 24. Although he did not give a chance once set, he had survived an early chance when ’keeper and slip left a gentle top edge to each other. Steve Jones, who scored 158* against West XI in 2002, was also reprieved early in his knock. Pearce’s slow left-arm finally did for the young plumber, The Gents’ total having reached a stratospheric level. Desai played the supporting role perfectly in his 25 over dig, striking four 4s, three off successive balls from Pearce. Dev impressed in his breezy 19 and Gilkes was 1*. 

Kumar may be out of form with the bat (23 in 6 innings since his 64 and 56 in the first two games) but his economical swing bowling has proved valuable. He pinned van Marle and bowled Barber, Saints perhaps suffering from the absence on the day of top-order batsmen such as Mayhew, Jones and Griffiths. Lall and Dev both took catches off their own bowling, Dev going on to card an impressive 3-17. Wathan, Berkeley and Thomas showed guts and determination in their impossible task but wickets were spread around and victory gained with over 8 overs to spare. The Gents’ scorer sat near the Saints and was made most welcome. Not all sides extend that courtesy.

So, the 2011 series ended 1-1 which was absolutely right, a stronger Saints batting side making easy meat of their run chase at Crown Taverners in May. Thanks to them for hosting an excellent day and lending their kit. The Gents struggled with the bat early season but have topped 200 in three of the past four games, the first time they have ever done this.

	Gentlemen of West London
	London Saints

	†Denton
	lbw
	b Berkeley
	22
	Grimes
	
	b Guttam
	9

	Guttam
	c J Quinn
	b Berkeley
	32
	van Marle
	lbw
	b Kumar
	0

	†H Desai
	st J Quinn
	b Pearce
	46
	Barber
	
	b Kumar
	1

	Kumar
	
	b Berkeley
	0
	Wathan
	c and
	b Lall
	15

	Lall
	lbw 
	b Pearce
	128
	Nanton
	c and
	b Dev
	2

	Dev
	not out
	
	19
	Keenan
	
	b Dev
	4

	*Gilkes
	not out
	
	1
	Berkeley
	
	b Singh
	29

	Toft
	did not bat
	
	
	F Quinn
	
	b Dev
	6

	Caveney
	did not bat
	
	
	*Thomas
	run out
	
	12

	Singh
	did not bat
	
	
	†J Quinn
	
	b H Desai
	3

	
	
	
	
	Pearce
	not out
	
	0

	Extras
	
	(7w 5b 6lb)
	18
	Extras
	
	(2nb 11w 11b 1lb)
	25

	Total
	5 wickets
	35 overs
	266
	Total
	All out
	26.4 overs
	107

	FoW: 53, 60, 64, 226, 259 
	FoW: 4, 7, 18, 33, 39, 42, 55, 98, 107, 107 

	Bowler
	
	
	
	Bowler
	
	
	

	F Quinn
	7-1-38-0
	
	
	Kumar
	7-0-18-2
	
	

	van Marle
	4-0-25-0
	
	
	Guttam
	5-1-13-1
	
	

	Berkeley
	5-0-34-3
	
	
	Lall
	2-0-5-1
	
	

	Thomas
	5-0-17-0
	
	
	Dev
	4-0-17-3
	
	

	Nanton
	5-0-30-0
	
	
	Gilkes
	3-0-25-0
	
	

	Keenan
	3-0-36-0
	
	
	H Desai
	4-1-14-1
	
	

	Grimes
	2-0-34-0
	
	
	Singh
	1.4-0-2-1
	
	

	Pearce
	4-0-40-2
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