Minutes of the 2010 GWLCC AGM

Held at the Waggon and Horses PH,

Surbiton, Surrey

Saturday, 20 November 2009
1 Those present (16)

1.1 Committee Naveed Khan (Chairman), Andrew Burman (Secretary), Hemin Patel (Vice-Captain), Richard Gilkes (Captain) and Ken Toft (Treasurer).

1.2 Members and prospective members Tony Buck, Wayne Caveney, Himanshu Desai, Sachin Desai, Horace Hibbert, Mark Jones, Greg Newcombe, Richard Palmer, Sanjay Patel, Mark Sciberras and Stuart Snelling.

2 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for Absence were received from Dave Bender, Steve Bignell, Peter Denton and Phil Hill.

3 Minutes of the 2009 AGM

These were issued in January 2010 and were agreed as an accurate record. 

4 Vote of Thanks

The Chairman proposed a Vote of Thanks to the outgoing Chairman, which was carried.
5 Treasurer’s report

Once again the club has made a small profit of £185.61 and has a healthy bank balance of £1,110.85. However, a brief examination of the numbers reveals some cause for concern for the future of the club. In particular:
· Match fees paid to opponents have skyrocketed. This is partly a reflection of The Gents playing higher quality opposition at better venues. Examples of some of the charges paid were Jay Bharat (£80), Salix (£110), West XI (£60) and Brentham (£60). There is every reason to believe that this figure will increase in future as local authority pitches decline as a result of loss of funding and ground maintenance costs increase.

· Without donations and the book sale the club would have made a loss. Many thanks therefore to the generosity of donors, particularly Naveed Kha and Mediworld who donated some bats and a First Aid kit. Thanks to Bill Flack for donating his book collection and Andrew Burman for organising the sale, to Stuart Snelling, Hemin Patel and Mark Sciberras for donations. We also received payment from Jim Wright of £80 for the previous two (non-playing) seasons’ subscriptions, an enormously generous gesture from a club legend.

· We lost three games to weather and cancellations which cost us income, but were very fortunate that the London Rams were kind enough to pay us for one of the cancelled pitches and also that R. B. Kingston wrote off the agreed third instalment of pitch charges.

· The potential increase in costs means that it is ever more important that all members pay subscriptions and match fees fully and on time. On occasions last season players left without paying match fees and it was subsequently difficult to get payment. If anyone doesn’t have money to pay me on the day then please see me and let me know when you can pay. Thanks to the majority of members for their support in this respect. It’s your club and everyone has an interest in keeping The Gents running.

· Kit costs include £77.04 owed to Hemin Patel for the previous season. £69 was paid to R.B. Kingston for a pitch from the previous year, thankfully before they sent the boys round to Andrew’s house.
This may provoke some discussion so just a reminder that fees for 2010 were Subscriptions: £40 (£10 for students/unemployed). Match Fees: £5 per game (£2 for students/unemployed).
	Opening Balance 
	£925.24
	£655.67

	
	
	

	 Income 
	2010
	2009

	AGM
	£75.00
	£79.00

	Book Sale
	£136.00
	 

	Donations
	£113.02
	£15.00

	Players Match Fees
	£1,005.00
	£1,150.00

	Nets
	£95.00
	£135.00

	Opposition Fees
	£439.00
	£387.50

	Sublet Pitch
	£69.00
	 

	 Interest 
	£3.10
	£18.54

	Subscriptions
	£670.00
	£505.00

	 Tour 
	 
	£200.00

	Grand Total
	£2,605.12
	£2,490.04

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	2010
	2009

	AGM
	£90.00
	£90.00

	Web Site
	£34.49
	£43.27

	Kit
	£403.04
	£230.00

	Match Fees Charged
	£670.50
	£214.00

	Nets
	£147.50
	£219.20

	Pitches
	£789.00
	£909.00

	Teas
	£262.00
	£215.00

	Trophy Engraving
	£22.98
	 

	 Tour 
	 
	£300.00

	Grand Total
	£2,419.51
	£2,220.47

	
	
	

	Profit (Loss)
	£185.61
	£269.57

	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	£1,100.85
	£925.24


6 Secretary’s report

This was the season when The Gents had to circle the wagons. Opposition bruised by the spectacular 2009 performances regrouped, while some talented players left or played less. It is therefore to the great credit of Sanjay Patel, who bequeathed a happy club, incoming Captain Richard Gilkes, his able Vice-Captain Hemin Patel and players old and new that despite, with one exception, unprepossessing individual records it was a winning season. The Bob Ashton Memorial Cup was retained with two narrow wins and showed the club at its best. It was an intriguing campaign, with much good cricket. Khan and Newcombe were active in sourcing guests and it is to be hoped that Jones, Khans Hamid and Waleed and Wright will play more in 2011. West XI’s support was appreciated from late August as holidays, injuries and the Ramadan festival took their usual toll.

Of the 2009 heroes Inkollu returned to India, Lalam was injured and Iqbal and Rudru were seen less. The club found good replacements. Dubey and Kumar were in their contrasting ways talented all-rounders. Newcombe was a resilient if slow batsman, a penetrating bowler in the right conditions and a superb fielder and encourager of the team. The talented, talismanic Hibbert was regularly available from July and Dhruv Patel made a welcome return for games at Old Tenisons and Brentham. Admirable commitment by club stalwarts Hemin Patel, an ever-present, Gilkes, Sanjay Patel, Sachin and, before his injury, nephew Himanshu Desai, Caveney, Hibbert, Palmer and Toft ensured a measure of consistency in selection. Buck, Khan, Sciberras and Snelling played when they could. Ten men were fielded in four games and nine in one, other complements being full. 

Twelve batsmen passed 100 runs and six 200 but only Sanjay Patel exceeded 300, though Himanshu Desai, Gilkes, Palmer and Hemin Patel carded personal bests. Dubey, Caveney and Himanshu Desai scored their maiden fifties of only nine scored all season. For the first time since 1999 there were no hundred stands. There were frequent flinty, occasionally spectacular and sometimes matchwinning contributions from the middle and late order, but several top order batsmen fell away, victims of stronger opposing bowling attacks. Sanjay Patel’s superb unbeaten 54 at Brentham was technically the supreme innings of 2010, Caveney’s 53 at Crown Taverners the most spectacular and Kumar’s pivotal unbeaten 50 against West XI the most resilient.

After a marvellous season, Hemin Patel ended just two behind Snelling’s record of 43 wickets. In the classic second West XI game, notable for its fine catching and never-say-die attitude, he took 5-17 and demonstrated again that he performs best when under pressure. Iqbal bowled the most hostile spell of the season in this match but generally the batsmen had the edge, Gents’ attacks going for a record 3,558 runs, a statistic qualified by the number of games played. Poundings by the talented batsmen of Old Tenisons, Northfields, Brentham and Village and the presence of more Twenty20 games disfigured the economy rates. Medium-pacers Dubey, Kumar and Sanjay Patel, along with irregulars Rudru and Iqbal, were economical at under four but other bowlers including Hemin Patel were expensive. Sanjay Patel (21 wickets on top of his 326 runs), Hibbert, Dubey, Kumar and Sciberras supported the Vice-Captain with some excellent spells, taking some big wickets.

The Gents took only 62 catches, down 21 on 2009. Himanshu Desai was again the circuit’s best wicket-keeper and his uncle Sachin took eight catches behind the timbers and stumped four batsmen, on top of five excellent outfield catches. It was a godsend to have him behind the timbers when his nephew was unavailable, latterly due to a leg broken playing football. Sanjay Patel, Hibbert, Newcombe (his first catch against West XI being the season’s best) and Sciberras were high-class fielders.

After defeat to Jay Bharat five successive matches were won. Four defeats followed (excluding the Hale Pro10), a run ended when West XI were shaded. Thereafter games in a variety of formats including Twenty20 and a rare declaration game saw mixed results. Backing out the shorter forms, there were nine wins, one draw and eight defeats. Captain and Vice-Captain led well. Chairman Naveed Khan gave his usual wise and generous pastoral support and was an adept mediator when conflict arose, ensuring that the energy expended was channelled into the best interests of the team. The Gents played on some fine grounds in 2010, the pick being Crown Taverners, where more matches may be played in the future, LMPF Greenford and Brentham.

7 Captain’s report

I had said for a couple of years that I wanted to have the captaincy before I retired the spikes. It hasn’t disappointed me too much. I am lucky to have made such good friends within the team which sometimes makes being Captain easy. It can make it tough though at times. I know a lot of you give me your advice during games and I appreciate that but I apologise if I don’t take everything in.
From a personal point of view the captaincy helps you to focus your mind. It’s been great that we have been able to have a winning season in a year of transition. To lose players of the likes of Ravi, Murali, Patrudu and to have far fewer games played by Stuart, Naveed and Bucky has meant that we have lost a number of matchwinners. Saying that, what we have lost in talent from those players has been replaced with players that care passionately about the team and with no less talent themselves. Our fixture list has progressively got more difficult in each year that I have been with The Gents and with players missing this year this has meant that we have struggled against very good teams. To counter that though, we have also been outstanding in games against top opposition.
Overall, I have been proud of the team and the efforts that have been put in. We have really struggled with the batting this year and on a number of occasions the lower end of the order has saved us. I say lower end as I have tried to rotate you all at some stage during the season to ensure that you all get a go. I know that doing this may not be everyone’s favourite way but we all give up our Sundays, some people more than that, and it is only right that we all get a chance.
So to the season, we started way back in April, I say we lightly as yours truly was being held hostage for an extra week on holiday due to a big volcano blast. A tight first game was lost but the second game won. We went on to win five in a row including game one of the Bob Ashton Trophy, which was secured whilst Snarler and I were in the bar in Turkey on our golf tour. The waiters didn’t understand our celebration but it meant a lot to us. The weather at home was truly awful but the texts kept coming through from Hemin and others. Hemin showed true grit and steel to keep the game going in bad conditions and credit has to be given to the Westies to play on through the rain and awful weather. Highlights on the field this day came from a stand of 64 between Hemin and Sumit which totally turned round The Gents’ innings when we were struggling at 60-5. The 50 from Sumit and the 38 from Hemin meant we posted a decent total of 151. In response the Westies lost regular wickets but they had a good go in falling short, Wright’s 46 at the end giving them a glimmer of hope. Wickets from Scibo, both Patels and Naveed meant we had gone one up.
After this game we went on a major blip. Four games were lost, all against strong oppo. Hale are a much stronger team then they were three years ago and another batting collapse after a good start saw us post a below par score. Old Grumblers took our batting apart. Kingston annihilated us.

This set us up for a game with the Westies at the wonderful London Marathon Playing Fields in Greenford. Our team was so down on confidence going in to this. After calling correctly, I batted and yet again our batting stalled. Wickets fell regularly before Suman and Sanjay steadied the ship. The runs eked out at the end by Tony, Greg and the rest of the tail meant we got up to a below par 132 with three overs left. Anyway, heads didn’t drop, we spoke in a huddle about how much the game meant and that we didn’t want the game to go to game three (TBD). What followed next was one of the most amazing innings I have ever been part of. Ahsan and Suman bowled some of the best overs I have ever seen at this level. The Westies were reduced to 26-4. We were pumped up. We did however realise that we hadn’t got Taylor and Dane out. Snarler had also injured himself and was out of the game. They got the score into the 80s when I brought Hemin on. We then proceeded to put the pressure on and the fields in. We got Taylor out then the pressure got to Rowan who got himself out. When Daney went for a great 54 and Wrighty perished the Westies were still 13 short with five overs left. Hemin, Suman and Sanj cleared them up to spark mayhem. So, so proud of the team! Hemin’s 5-15 wasn’t even the best performance of the day. A game that definitely swung both ways and a pleasure to play in.
Twenty20 season then swung in to action, Pak winning the day at Old Tens narrowly defeating The Gents after we had beaten Enterprise. We then went on to beat a very strong Crown Taverners side after again batting poorly at the start. Scibo, Horace and a magnificent maiden 50 from Wayne took us to 191 and we still didn’t bat all our overs. CT were on top in reply but regular wickets kept is in it and they fell short by 13.
Two games with Close PF were shared. Two of their players disagreed. One walked off but came back again later. Close won game one comfortably after The Gents again batted poorly. After a sharp telling off, off went Close PF again in game two. They amassed 196 in their 20 overs, The Gents though never let their heads drop , Horace , Sachin and myself kept the score above the rate before wickets fell. Sanjay steadied the ship and scored a four off the last ball to see us home. It was a great performance.
Wombles were then dispatched in a very friendly couple of games before we went to Brentham to experience Middlesex League cricket. Our bowlers toiled all day. We were a bowler or two short and very patched up that day. Thanks to Messrs. Hill and Bignell for helping out. Steve hasn’t walked properly since. Dhruv wound back the clock with a really good spell and our batsmen ground out a draw. Credit to Sanj, Greg, Waleed and Hamid. It’s widely known I am not a big fan of timed games but to get a draw, we all left happy. Except Ken maybe! Oh and definitely Wayne.
We then played Village. Played isn’t the right word.
The season then drew to an end with two great fixtures. I called for more effort in those last two games and you all gave that. Everything hurts by this time. Shu had snapped his leg to get out of playing and a number of us were running on empty. Lots of people contributed with the bat but we were still under par against Salix. We all fought really hard though and we just couldn’t get Mr. Shaw and Mr. Lumsden out early enough to put real pressure on them. Sanjay’s spell with the ball has to be noted in this game.
So on to Hale for the last game. What a contrast from the sun and warm wind that we got the week before. The weather Gods were telling us to put the whites away. It was allegedly 14 degrees when we started. I think it was five when we ended and the rain and darkness was set in. This was a game that said everything about why we play cricket. We were struggling at 34-4 before a magnificent stand of 99 between Sanjay and Sumit got us right back in the game. Horace’s 35 meant that we posted a competitive 189. After a great tea we all went out knowing that they had to chase down 190 in 40 overs in gloomy and damp conditions. We bowled and fielded really well. Everyone fought for each other on that pitch and there were a couple of contentious decisions for both sides which turned up the heat somewhat. When Suman took the last wicket , you could tell what the tight victory meant to us all. And that is every reason I will be back next season. 
So to summarise, our batting really needs to improve. Sanjay scored a couple of fifties in the last four games to show the class he has. It was great to see the introduction of both Waleed and Hamid Khan in to the side. I realise we won’t have them all the time but they are most welcome when available. It was great to see HP back on the pitch. Tony is maybe retiring. If that is the case then thanks from everyone at the club. You have been a club stalwart! (I think that’s a compliment). I would also like to thank Hemin for his work as Vice-Captain and running the team in my absence, your time as Captain will definitely come. So to all of you, and I realise I haven’t mentioned everyone, all the best and see you next season. 
7.1 Captain’s favourite games

The Captain then reviewed his favourite games of 2010. Wayne Caveney, Horace Hibbert and Mark Sciberras transformed the innings against Crown Taverners as did Sanjay Patel and Sumit Kumar against Hale in freezing conditions. The second West XI game saw The Gents “bring the fields in and attack them” with a glorious conclusion.
7.2 Vote of Thanks

Sanjay Patel said that he was initially sceptical about Richard Gilkes’ captaincy but was happy to be proved wrong. He proposed a Vote of Thanks, which was carried. 
8 Proposals for membership

Horace Hibbert and Mark Jones were proposed, seconded and elected nem. con.
9 Questions to the Committee
Mark Sciberras asked what the balance in the club’s account was for. The treasurer replied that £600 was needed early in the season to meet the cost of pitches and nets. The Vice-Captain raised the question of punctuality at games, which had worsened in 2010. The Captain agreed; only five players were on the ground at the appointed start time against Village. This needed attention as lateness was disrespectful to teammates and opponents. 
10 The 2011 season
10.1 Home venue

The Gents will play their home games at Crown Taverners, Old Tenisons, LMPF Greenford and Long Ditton RG, but not Fairfield RG. After discussion, it was decided to increase the number of games at Crown Taverners but not to play the majority of home games there. The precise mix of home venues would be decided over the winter. The feeling of the meeting was that players based in London should not be forced to travel to Hampshire for the majority of home games, although Minley is convenient for members who live nearby. Mark Sciberras observed that the journey back to London on a Sunday night from Minley could be onerous in the event of accidents.
10.2 Subscriptions and match fees

The annual membership fee and match fee will be unchanged at £40 and £5 respectively. There was considerable discussion about a few delinquent debtors, a matter which will be managed by the Committee.
10.3 Opponents

The card will be similar in 2011 to 2010 but with West XI reduced to two games and 12 Angry Men reinstated.
10.4 Nets

These will take place at Teddington SC as in previous years. There will be one session in January or February before the tour and one or two in April pre-season.
11 Any Other Business

The Chairman shared information on the tour. There were vacancies if any other members or friends wanted to come. Interested parties should email the Chairman.
12 Election of Committee

The following Officers were elected nem. con.: Captain Richard Gilkes, Chairman Naveed Khan, Secretary Andrew Burman, Treasurer Ken Toft and webmaster Mark Sciberras. Horace Hibbert was proposed and seconded for 

Vice-Captain and after a ballot Hemin Patel was re-elected.
13 The 2010 awards

The 2009 awards were voted for as follows: 
All Rounder Sanjay Patel, Batsman Sanjay Patel, Bowler Hemin Patel, Fielder Sachin Desai, Most Improved Wayner Caveney, Special Award Andrew Burman

14.1 Additional awards

Laminated awards were presented as follows: Silver (200 runs and 20 wickets) Sanjay Patel. Bronze (100 runs and 10 wickets) Horace Hibbert and Sumit Kumar. Comedy Moment Naveed Khan for the epic dropped catch against Village.
15 Close of meeting

The meeting closed at 6.30pm. 









